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Dear Families,  

Not the way I wanted to finish the year, but in light of the impact the positive cases from Blue bubble have had across 

the school through transport links, I still believe it to have been the safest decision in terms of stopping this affecting 

more families. Thank you so much for the messages of support around this. They were gratefully received at a difficult 

time. I know that these three days may have inconvenienced you but I now know they have prevented some of you 

from having a 10-day isolation period. It’s also been so warm in school that the children are probably better at home for 

several reasons! 

This academic year has been tricky to say the least! We went to ‘bubble teaching’, that the pupils themselves have said 

they prefer! We changed the way we grouped, staffed, taught (online) and timetabled in order to keep things as safe as 

possible for everyone in the school. We trained to test children for the virus in Spring term, then moved to home testing 

twice weekly. The lockdown from January to March didn’t affect us as we stayed open although some children felt safer 

at home at this time and took part in online learning. We have had to manage a few cases in school over the year, none 

as bad as what we are seeing this week in terms of spread though, so I am grateful to you all for your support in helping 

to keep this out of the building as much as we have. All in all, I think that we have managed this well and I must say a 

huge thank you to you all as our families and to our incredible staff for continuing with safety measures and working 

throughout this year, despite health concerns, worries and anxieties around this pandemic.  

In other news… we did actually teach your child this year! The pupils have been their  

usual, resilient and hardworking selves. They have continued to come into school with big 

smiles on their faces, ready to learn and take on board any changes that we have had to 

put in place with short notice. The attainment data across the whole school shows that 

the children are where they need to be and this is credit to those of you who had to do 

some home schooling as well as our amazing teachers. A great position for the children to 

be in after a disrupted 16 months. From September, we will continue to challenge the 

children to achieve their very best and highlight to them everything they can achieve.  

We are keeping the break times and lunchtimes as they currently are, being staggered 

and with the children in their classrooms. This seems to have worked well for the pupils 

as the hall dining experience can be a time of anxiety for some of our pupils so we will 

keep this and reintroduce hot meals from September too.  

We will also continue with ‘dress down Friday’ for both staff and  

pupils from September. This was initially a mental health and  

well-being initiative for the staff, but we listened to pupil voice and  

allowed the children to join us too!! This is not compulsory so if your child 

does not cope well with this or doesn’t want to take part in it, it is not a 

problem for them to be in uniform.  



The children have enjoyed using the Life Skills Village since September. We have a construction pod, a pod for music, 

an art pod, a fitness suite, a car port and a hair and beauty salon. From this September, we will have everything on the 

field, so the car port is being moved down for car and bike maintenance and we are having a new fitness suite with a 

higher roof, the existing fitness suite will be a small café and used for training and outreach and we are also having a 

pod for our Pastoral team so we have an area allocated to the children for group/individual work.  

Our fully working pedestrian crossing with traffic lights will also be installed to help with road safety and the boggy 

part of the field (that ALL the pupils love) will be replaced with astro turf so it’s a better space in all weathers. We are 

also having a walkway along the side of the MUGA so that pupils can be sheltered going to Post 16 and also when they 

watch games on the MUGA.  

 

 

We wish all our leavers the very best as they move onto their college courses. We are immensely proud of each of 

you and the people you have become. You will continue to do fantastic things beyond Rigby Hall as you leave us with 

the belief in yourself that you ‘can’ do what you set your heart on.  

We congratulate and share our best wishes with our 3 beautiful summer brides. Miss Rebecca Harrison got married 

on Sunday and is now Mrs Walsh.  

Becky looked absolutely stunning and we wish her and her husband a very happy marriage. We also wish Miss  

Charlotte Brookes and Miss Katie Skyrme all the best for their upcoming weddings too. Miss Brookes will become Mrs 

Burke and Miss Skyrme will become Mrs Radford. We know the both of you will look fabulous too and we wish you 

well with your wedding days.  

As we finish the year we say our goodbyes to some of our staff. Mary Cattier, Helen Loveridge and Clare Neal have all 

had a short but sweet time with us. We thank them for their hard work and commitment whilst being a part of Team 

Rigby and wish them well in their next chapters.  

We say a very sad farewell to Tracey Kesterton our School Business Manager. Tracey has worked at Rigby Hall for 23 

years. Her heart beats through the brickwork and she has been a loyal and committed colleague throughout her time 

here. Tracey has been instrumental in all the physical changes we have created in the past 5 years (and those prior to 

me returning too) and her support, honesty, passion and enthusiasm towards getting the very best for our pupils will 

remain here through us.  

Tracey is a very valued member of our team and Team Rigby in its wider sense, not only as a colleague but as a friend. 

We will miss her enormously but wish her well as she takes her early retirement and heads off into the sunset in her 

Camper van, knowing she has left a huge legacy in this school.  



 

I’d like to say thank you to each of you, our incredible pupils, amazing families, friends and Governors for all the 

support you have given to me and us as a school over the past year. I am well aware I have had to make decisions 

that you may has disagreed with or questioned but please always know that I will never put your children or your 

families, or my staff at any risk and so although some decisions are difficult to make, I will continue to do this to  

ensure everyone is safe.  

I hope beyond anything that September resembles something a little bit more in line to what we used to do!! I for 

one have missed being a Headteacher and feel my past 18 months as a COVID expert has had its time now!! I want 

to be asked questions about the curriculum and how we are moving school forwards rather than isolation periods 

and tracking tests and cases!!  

With this in mind, I want to wish you all the safest and healthiest of holidays. I want you all to find time to relax and 

enjoy being with your families. 

 I can’t wait to have all the children back on the 6th September. I am contactable throughout the holidays by email 

or work phone so please know you can get in touch if you need.  

 

Enjoy the sunshine and take care 

 

Tracey  



 

This term in Sapling pupils have had an amazing time exploring the theme ‘Traditional Tales’. The children 

have made masks and hats for the different characters and they enjoyed listening to the stories whilst they 

were told in a sensory approach. They have enjoyed exploring the stories - The Three Little Pigs, Goldilocks 

and the Three Bears, Little Red Riding Hood and The Gingerbread Man. 

Sapling have enjoyed joining in celebrating Euro 2020 by learning ball skills and creating England flags.  

Sapling also had their firsts sports day at Rigby Hall and all did really well!  

As always, the children have enjoyed numerous visits to our Forest School area, enjoyed outside play and 

even water play to cool us down! 

The children are really starting to grasp phonics, sensory phonics and intensive interaction, which will help 

them as they move on throughout Rigby Hall. All of the children have become more independent and we 

are very proud of them this term.  



 

 

Sycamore Class have had a brilliant term. They have enjoyed learning all about different 
countries and the different foods they eat. The children had fun mixing the batter and 
decorating their own pancakes, creating and preparing their own fruit salads and making 
their own French pastries. 

The children have enjoyed exploring objects in different sensory tuff trays, finding hidden 
numbers and symbols in jelly and mark making in shaving foam. During the hotter days we 
have been enjoying pouring and measuring in water play and ice.  

In PSHE the children have been learning how to wash their hands independently, wash their 
faces and brush their teeth. The children have also been bathing and caring for dolls in 
their role play sessions.  

The children have loved Forest School this term, the weather has meant they can explore 
different areas of the woods and the children have enjoyed spotting different animals  
under logs and in the trees. 

In Maths the children have been looking at position and direction. They have been  
practicing following directions and key requests such as over, under, on and in. They have 
also practiced counting and number skills using counting bears. 

The children have enjoyed taking part in ‘what’s in the box’ to practice their communication 
and literacy skills, they have made great progress in their listening and attention for longer 
periods of time. 

The children had a great trip to Dodford Farm this term. They loved feeding and stroking 
the different animals and exploring the sensory garden there. The children enjoyed the 
soft play area in the afternoon before falling asleep on the bus journey home! We are really 

proud of all of the children in Sycamore class for their hard work this term  . 

 

The Sycamore Team 



 

Willow class had the best day at Dodford farm to celebrate all our hard work this year.  

We fed some donkeys, goats, chickens, rabbits and guinea pigs, played in the playground and played in the 

soft play. Well done Willow class!  

 

Beech class have had a fantastic summer term! Children have enjoyed a lovely trip to the farm where they 

were great helpers at feeding the chickens, rabbits, guinea pigs, goats and donkeys. Children also enjoyed 

playing in the barn soft play and on the farm playground.  

Beech class have engaged really well with their work this term. Children have especially enjoyed Science  

experiments such as the gravity egg experiment and the marshmallow shooters where they learned about 

forces.  

Well done to all the pupils in Beech class for a fantastic term and for your amazing work!  



 

In Oak class we have had a fantastic Half term learning all about the Olympics and 

Ancient Greece.   

We have worked hard on making our own Ancient Greek alphabet for our display 

board and have had lots of fun making medals, Olympic torches and, of course,  

taking part in a very hot sports day, where we all had lots of fun! 

  

This term, the Rigby Hall PE team have worked unbelievably hard to create fun and active 

days for the children and staff. Charlotte and Emma have organised socially distanced events 

for the bubbles to take part in and it has been incredible.  

Sports Day 

The usual whole school event had to be split between the bubbles on different days. To start 

off we had our races between the classes and the children were bringing it home for their 

house. These included egg and spoon race, dribbling, 100m sprint and relay. They then 

moved onto activities that were dotted around the field to try and score even more points 

for their house team. We had javelin throw, the GetActive wall, bean bag throwing and a 

penalty shootout. Great fun was had by all! 



  

House Points 

Congratulations to RED House who have won this year’s house points trophy. They proudly wrapped the 

trophy with red ribbon. They finish the year off with 620 points! Thank you to all the children and staff who 

took time to complete challenges, stepped up in PE lessons and went the extra mile around the track 

(literally).  

Euros 2020 

Rigby Hall had the chance to celebrate a once in a lifetime experience, with England making it to the finals 

of the Euro 2020. Although we couldn’t quite get the trophy this time, the build-up and excitement from 

the children and staff made it quite the journey.  

We enjoyed our Euro days where the children got to explore the history of the competition, all the  

different countries that were competing and the old time England players. Each bubble competed in a  

tournament, winning house points along the way. We had a design your own football kit competition, 

made banners and flags, had a FIFA tournament on the Xbox, watched the 2pm football matches and the 

staff made a funky video! 

Then came ENGLAND day! After winning our semi-final match against Denmark, Mrs Smith called for an 

England day. All children and staff were encouraged to wear England tops and kits to mark the first time in 

55 years that we had made it to the final.  The children listened to Three Lions on repeat until that’s all we 

could hear in our heads for the next week! They even made their own football chant. We made a collage 

man out of pictures and work that the children had completed on those 2 days.  

  

 



 

We have had so much fun this Term learning all about the Olympics!  

We have been very busy: reading to Ruby the therapy dog, visiting Redditch United, celebrating Sports day, 

visiting Dodford farm and going to Upton Warren. The children have worked so hard and we are really proud 

of them all.  

We cannot praise our staff, and mostly our children, enough for a fantastic year (considering the ongoing 

events). They have been amazing and remained positive. Here are some of the highlights…  

Sports Day 

Thank you to Emma and Miss 

Brookes who organised an  

amazing Sports Day. The children 

and staff thoroughly enjoyed it. 

Well done to RED House who hold 

the trophy this year with 620 

points!  

Euro Day 

Blue Bubble were very excited 

about the Euro competition and 

made the most out of our Euro  

activity days. They made flags,  

banners, designed their own  

football kit, had a tournament and 

even watched a football game. 

Read2Dogs 

On  Friday morning’s we had 

the pleasure of reading to  

Ruby the therapy dog. The 

children were all very caring 

and read some lovely stories 

to her. 

Upton Warren 

The children braved their fears 

and completed activities such as 

climbing, abseiling, low ropes 

course and bell boating. Some 

children even dared to put their 

ear in the water! 

Redditch United 

Children have been going to 

Redditch United on a Monday 

to have group coaching. They 

have learnt all different kinds 

of skills including passing, 

attacking, defending and play 

a match at the end. 

Dodford Farm 

Pupils have enjoyed their 

weekly visit to the farm. 

Learning how to feed the 

animals, make sure they 

have everything they need 

and enjoying some petting 

time. 

Have a lovely summer, get some rest and STAY SAFE. See you in September. Blue Bubble x 



 

Wow! What a year in the Chestnut Centre. All children have tried their best in every lesson, 

despite some disruptions to our learning! We are so proud of the progress the pupils have 

made, and have had tonnes of fun along the way! 

This term, we have enjoyed looking at ‘all the fun of the fair’ 

and have enjoyed taking part in learning around this (whilst 

having fun!).  

In Forest School, we have been taking 

time to look at the world around us, 

and to complete practical maths in 

the Forest School.  

In PE we have enjoyed using our great field to play 

games, have races and to explore how exercise affects 

us and our bodies! 

Overall, we have had a fantastic year, have made some great friends along the way!  

Congratulations Chestnut Centre, and a huge thank you to our very important staff. 


