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Useful Dates:  

Last day before Half Term: 

Friday 12th February  

 

Returning to school:  

Monday 22nd February 

 

Red Nose Day:  

Friday 19th March  

 

Last day before Easter Break: 

Wednesday 31st March 

 

TED: 

Thursday 1st April 

 

Returning to school: 

Monday 19th April 

 

 Dear Families,  

I think I start every single newsletter the same way, but can never really grasp 

just how quick time is flying by. No matter what obstacles are thrown our way, 

we deal with them, work through them and go forwards despite them, in what 

feels like the blink of an eye!!  

This term started off differently with us having to call a 

TED in order to train staff in testing pupils and each  

other. This was a very busy, full, but productive day. 

Closely followed by the announcement that schools 

were ‘closing’ from 8.00pm on Monday evening! We 

spent the Tuesday putting our key worker/most  

vulnerable children list together only to find out at 

2.45pm, that this did not apply to us and Special schools 

were indeed to remain open.  

Wednesday 6th January we were able to start our Spring term with testing our 

secondary age pupils who wished to take up this offer. Highlighting, in quite a 

real manner, just how significantly things have changed over the past 12 

months!! 

Since then our doors have remained open to those pupils who wished to come 

in. We now test our staff each Monday morning, and the majority of us have 

now received our first vaccine. As our staff are having to be in the building for 

100% of their contracted hours, we do not have the ability to have staff working 

from home, so this opportunity to have the vaccination has made us feel that 

little bit safer.  



I would like to publicly thank all of our staff for their hard work in carrying out face-to-face teaching in the school as well 

as keeping up to date with remote learning for those at home. Again, in a mainstream set up we could share this with 

staff at home doing one element and staff in school doing another, but our teams are doing it all at the same time, so a 

huge well done to them. The results from the recent survey around remote learning were extremely positive so thank 

you for feeding back to us. This is all very new for us too, so we are learning at the same time and this collaborative  

working with all of you, helps us to refine and improve this offer.  

 

Summary of survey responses:  

   33 responses (approximately 1/3 of all children off) 
        How clear is the work which the school sets for your child? – 96% responded very or quite clear. 
        In general, how satisfied are you with the support your child has received from the school? – 100% responded 

as satisfied. 68% very satisfied & 32% quite satisfied. 
        How clear has the communication from the school been during the current remote learning period? 100%  

responded clear. 74% was very clear & 26% quite clear. 
        How often does your child's school contact you during the current remote learning period? 81% said the  

frequency was about right. 
        In general, how satisfied are you with the collaboration with the school during this period of remote learning? 

90% were satisfied (71% were very satisfied & 19% were quite satisfied). The remaining 10% were neither  
satisfied or dissatisfied. 

        In general, how satisfied are you with the school's remote learning arrangements? 90% were either very  
satisfied or quite satisfied, the remaining 10% were neither satisfied or dissatisfied. 

A thank you to you, our families, the level of support, kindness and appreciation we are 

feeling from you all has been phenomenal and really kept us going at times when it was all 

becoming a little bit overwhelming. Knowing that we are very much in this together, gives 

us the strength that keeps us all going.  

Your support at home with the remote learning, alongside other children at home and in 

addition to your own jobs is a mammoth task for you too. We all understand and 

appreciate this. We have never put pressure on you to complete work, to spend hours in 

front of a screen or to be the ‘teacher’. You are simply ‘holding the fort’ for us until the 

children return again, which they will, and we will then recap and work on the skills over 

this ‘lockdown’ and ensure your child achieves their potential.  

If you have days where you want to escape the screens and the pressures of ‘lessons’, 

please just let us know.  

We need to know that you are all well at home, that you are safe and that your mental health is not being put at harm 

through this. I must say, the communication logs are very positive and you all seem to be doing a great job, so thank you 

and well done. At the same time please tell us if you need further help or support. We are here for you and we do have 

the ability to help you, but we just need to know. There is absolutely no judgement, so if your circumstances change or 

things are getting tough, please tell us. 

Apart from the COVID life we are living in, the pupils are still working hard! The curriculum is being followed and progress 

is being seen. The data run from Autumn term when the whole school was on the recovery curriculum is very positive. 

The children are enjoying being outside and using all the facilities to enhance their learning. We remain in bubbles in 

school which helps with everyone’s safety. 

The children within all of the school are very happy and comfortable and even though things may look a bit different, the  

atmosphere is as busy, content, enjoyable and as positive as ever.  

 



I am on ‘duty’ until Wednesday for you to notify me about COVID related illnesses. Up until Sunday evening is 

when any symptoms or positive cases track back into the school.  Please notify me using 

covid@rigbyhall.worcs.sch.uk or 07935 223378 as soon as your child shows potential symptoms, if you decide to 

test them, or if you or anyone in your household develops symptoms and decide to take a test. Please do not 

worry about contacting me, I would rather you do this and then I can work with you, offer you the support you 

need and also safeguard others if required.  

After half term, gates will be open from 8.50am until 9.05am again, and at the other end of the day, you can 

collect your child from 2.50pm.  

Have a lovely half term week. Please try to do as much as you can away from screens! Get walking in the fresh 

air, feel the sun on your faces, do a ‘colour’ treasure hunt and just enjoy each others company without the  

pressures of work.  

Huge thank you to all our pupils, staff, friends, families, Governors and everyone associated with us for such a 

positive half term…despite everything!  

Take care, keep safe and keep well. 

Tracey 

We have had a recruitment drive in the past few weeks due to growth, movement or promotion within our 

team and due to COVID, have not had the chance to interview until now. We have been overwhelmed by the 

amount of people wanting to work in our school and so our job was made more difficult in terms of having  

really strong fields for both Teaching Assistants and Teacher vacancies.   

After half term we welcome the following Teaching Assistants - Helen, Mary, and have made permanent  

appointments of Sasha (Sapling), Vicki (Sapling), Adam (Rowan), RJ (3.2), Simon (3.2) and Tassie (4.2).  

After Easter we welcome Clare as a Teaching Assistant in Post 16, Mr Green who will teach in 3.2 for Summer 

term, Miss Watson who will teach in Chestnut Centre, Mrs Moran who will continue to teach in Rowan for  

Summer term, and we have made permanent appointments of Mr O'Brien in 3.4, Mr Pearce in 4.2 and Mrs 

Kearns in Chestnut Centre.  

Due to this recruitment, some staff have been moved around school to enable us to better utilise skillset and 
experiences. If there are any changes to your child's class team, these will be communicated to you by the class 
staff.   

As we welcome staff, we also say farewell to a couple. We wish Miss Thompson all the very best as she starts 

her maternity leave. We can't wait to hear when she has her baby, and we look forward to seeing photos! We 

say goodbye and good luck to Pauline who has recently been working in Post 16. Pauline will be leaving shortly 

after we start back in Spring term 2 so I want to say thank you for everything you have done for us as a school, 

and all the best for the future from us all.  

We are also looking to have a Virtual Parents Evening on the 24th March. More information to follow on this 

after Half-Term.  
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Sapling pupils have really enjoyed extending their learning this half term though the theme ‘space’. Using talk for writing, the 

pupils have explored the story ‘Whatever next!’, engaging fantastically with our sensory story, they have extended their  

story exploration and recall. The pupils have developed their weight understanding, exploring different weighted moon rocks, 

as well as packing heavy and light food items for our moon picnic. 

       

Our weekly PE sessions have been a real class favourite this term, we have enjoyed developing our gymnastic skills.  

The pupils loved exploring the obstacle course, making great progress in developing their confidence, independence and  

balancing skills. 

       

We thoroughly enjoyed accessing the field to develop our mark making skills – exploring the different marks we could create 

in the snow. We had great fun exploring the snow and playing alongside other primary pupils. 

         

The sapling team have been really impressed with all the fabulous home learning which has been uploaded onto 
Tapestry. Thank you so much for creating these brilliant learning opportunities at home.     

 

        
 

Next half term we are looking forward to continuing our communication, play and social development, through the theme 

‘people who help us’. Well Done Sapling for another fantastic half term at Rigby Hall School! 



Sycamore have had a lovely time this half term, we have 

worked really hard on our Maths and Literacy and everyone 

has made really good progress. We are especially pleased with 

progress in communication. We also had loads of fun playing 

in the snow! 


