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Diary Dates 

 
 
February 2020 
 
24th Pupils return to 
 school 
 
 
March 2020 
  
6th  World Book Day 
 
19th  1:30pm Life After 
 School Event with 
 Chadsgrove School 
 for KS3 and above, 
 to be held at 
 Chadsgrove School 
 
19th Last swimming  
 session 
 
27th Rigby’s Got Talent 
 event 
 
30th  1:30pm Easter    
 Service at   
 St Godwalds 
 Church 
 
 
April 2020 
 
3rd  9:30am Awards  
 Assembly 
 
3rd  Last day of term 
 
 
END OF SPRING TERM 
 
20th Return to school 
 
   

Dear Parent Carers, 
 
Happy Valentine’s Day to you all!  
 
We survived ‘Storm Ciara’ and we survived our first half term of 2020.           
Mid-February already seems to be upon us in the blink of an eye.  
 
This half term we have enjoyed a variation in our off-site learning opportunities. 
Pupils from Key Stage 4 have visited the local gym and really enjoyed that    
experience, coming back with ‘bags of energy’ as they tell me what exercises 
they have managed for different amounts of time! Others have visited the local 
swimming pool, taken a train trip into Worcester, and the majority of the school 
went to watch the Pantomime Snow White, at the Hippodrome in Birmingham. 
Some pupils have taken part in leadership at the Ryland Centre. A couple of 
students joined in with the Holocaust Memorial service where they lit the candle 
amongst other schools and representatives from around Worcestershire. As 
well as visiting colleges such as QAC and Heart of Worcestershire, Post 16 
went to Ikea to kit out the new Life Skills flat. There has been a Science trip to 
Churchfields Farm and also a visit to the Gurdwara. Such a lot of valuable, 
practical learning experiences for our pupils. Please look at Twitter 
@RigbyHsch for photos of these trips and for pictures and acknowledgements 
of the great work that the pupils are also doing in school.  
 
We remain very proud of all of our pupils; from the youngest who are learning to 
come into school by themselves, to the oldest who are learning to travel by 
themselves and look at the next steps in their journeys.  
 
We have just finalised plans for a Life-skills village out the back of school! This        
exciting development will look similar to the plan overleaf, with all of the areas 
within the ‘village’ being accessed by ALL of the children. They will be able to 
use these spaces from the age of 4 - 19 for activities such as tidying up toys in 
the flat, to washing bedding and making beds, painting to plastering, stacking 
foam bricks to laying bricks, hand washing and massage, to washing hair and 
painting nails. That just in three areas!! The other two we will evolve on a yearly 
basis depending on the needs and interests of the pupils. A really exciting time 
for our children to be able to put into practice the experiences they learn in the 
classroom. The field space that remains will be the same size as it is now due 
to being able to position the pods in the area left, after we have cut the       
brambles away. This work is planned to begin within the next few weeks    
meaning we get this creative resource, and our field back, in May! 

We say Goodbye and Good Luck to a few members of staff this half term. Kate 
Ryder from Sapling class, left to start a new chapter, beginning this with a trip to 
the Maldives! Becci Gameson from the office also left to spend more time with 
her family. Today, Tina Deooray and Becky Buckley leave to pursue their next 
steps in their careers. Although I am sad to see these members of staff leave, I 
am also grateful to them all for their hard work, and proud of them for following 
paths in their lives that bring them happiness.  

 
We will see you back on Monday 24th February. Please can I ask that you     
ensure your child / children wears their full school uniform (unless discussed 
with me), and full PE kit for PE lessons and sports.   
 
Have a wonderful relaxing time together with your families. 

Tracey 



Continued from previous page …… 
 
 

 

STUDENTS VISIT SYCAMORE 

We have been lucky to have some students from South Bromsgrove High School come in to 

Sycamore class to do lots of fun arts and crafts activities such as painting and shaving foam. 

We thoroughly enjoyed having them in as we got very messy and had lots of fun!  
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Existing Field - keeping 
as much space as before 
now the brambles have 
been cut away. 
 
A track around the edge 
will double up as a    
daily mile track and     
pathway to the pods. 



SHOPPING AND TRAVELLING INDEPENDENTLY 

Reported by Dan K, Sam B & Zach J 

The students in Post 16 have been learning how to shop independently in Bromsgrove high 
street. We got there by bus. When we went to Bromsgrove we had to spot people doing jobs 
to think about careers and different shop types. We also had time to choose to buy something. 
We enjoyed the trip because we felt independent. 

Post 16 also went on a train to Worcester. We learnt how to buy a 
ticket and check the train timetable. Once we had arrived in 
Worcester, we went to Marks and Spencer to buy a product to 
make money for the card making group. Then we had a look for 
Easter table cloths, decorations, etc for the themed café. After all of 
this, we went to McDonalds for our lunch which Rigby Hall Post 16 
paid for their meal using a five-pound budget. We enjoyed the trip 
because it means we can be ourselves and more relaxed. 

Recently Post 16 have been to Ikea in Wednesbury, Birmingham to 
buy some furniture for the school flat. We have bought some cutlery, 
crockery, towels, cushions and a bin. We had to stick to a budget and 
make sure we had bought everything that was needed. We also met 
some of the people that worked in IKEA and asked them about their 
jobs. After shopping we had some food at the Ikea café. When         
everyone had eaten all their food, we paid for everything at the     
checkouts. 

 

VISIT TO GURDWARA 

On Thursday 6th February Class 3.3 enjoyed a visit to the Gurdwara in Smethwick.  

We had a great day! We learned about the Sikh religion, how it began and how Sikhs believe 

that everyone is equal. We were given a tour of the wonderful building and made to feel very 

welcome. We all enjoyed the langar, which means free kitchen, and tried some traditional Sikh 

foods. We learned so much on this visit and all had a fantastic day. Class 3.3 staff were      

particularly impressed with how respectful the students in class 3.3 were. We are very proud 

of them all.   

 

 



PANTOMIME TRIP 

Willow, Beech, Oak, Rowan, 3.1, 3.2, 3.3, 4.1 and 4.2 went to the 

Birmingham Hippodrome to see Snow White and the Seven 

Dwarfs. This was a relaxed performance. The staff at the            

Hippodrome were absolutely amazing. They offered break out 

rooms for the children, sensory toys, drinks and reduced lighting 

to make the experience extra special. Children were amazed at 

the props, jokes and effects. Children were able to consolidate 

their learning but most of all thoroughly enjoyed it.  

3.2 FIRST HALF-TERM 

3.2 have been working well in lessons during the first half of the Spring term. We have         

enjoyed studying Snow White in English and had a fantastic time in Birmingham seeing the 

pantomime. We have also made our own class film of Snow White and enjoyed screening the 

film during our last week of the half-term. Our class have found the Science topic interesting 

as we have been studying our Solar System. We also made some incredible sculptures in our 

art lessons recently - please take a look at the photos below.   

 

CHINESE NEW YEAR IN CHESTNUT CENTRE 

This half term the Chestnut Centre have enjoyed experiencing some activities linked to the 
Chinese New Year. First we listened to the story of the Chinese New Year. We then had     
sensory play in noodles and hung red envelopes onto our tree for good luck! 

 

 



ACTIVITIES IN SAPLING CLASS 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sapling class have loved developing our gross motor skills on the bikes and scooters. We 
even played taxi, taking each other for a ride!  

 
Some of us rode the scooters to the letters on the playground developing our phonics 

knowledge. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have also enjoyed developing our gross and fine motor 
skills by building towers and igloos, as well as developing 

our spreading skills in cooking.  




