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Diary Dates 

 
 
April 2019 
 
29th  Start of Summer Term  
 
May 2019 
 
2nd  Swimming re-starts  
 
6th  MAY DAY BANK  
  HOLIDAY 
 
24th   PUPILS BREAK UP FOR  
   HALF TERM 
 
 
June 2019 
 
3rd  Return to school 
 

Dear Parents/Carers 

We’re in!!  

We are back in the new reception area, offices and 

entrance hall and our school hall is now ready to            

accommodate us for bigger 

events like the end of term 

assemblies, Christmas        

production and the increase in 

pupil numbers. 

The faces and comments from the children on Monday 1st when they 
walked in and the boarding was down was priceless! I even allowed 
‘galloping’ around the corridors, through the hall and round as their 
excitement at being able to travel all the way around again was too 
wonderful to stop!! (They haven’t tried this since!). One of our pupils 
ran to the hall, opened the doors and just said ‘wow!!!!!’ and all those 
months of waiting and disruption became worth it in that one moment. It 
has been lovely to have the children exploring the new entrance hall and 
visiting my office. We had our first whole school assembly in the hall on 
Monday 1st April, and with the dinners back in there too, we are all 
back where we should be. I would like to thank pupils, staff and families 
for your patience and support whilst this work was carried out and a big 
thank you to Harris Associates and Leon’s Building  
Services for ensuring that the build was carried out to the highest       
standards and adhering to all requests in order for this to go as   
smoothly as it has done.  
 
Thank you also to Smith’s Office Furniture, CIS /

NetBuilder for sorting all our data and phones, Richard 

from EnviroCare and EasiGrass for the new ‘artificial’ 

garden.  

Thank you to Harris Associates for sponsoring us for the 
plants outside the front of school and to ‘Webbs of    
Wychbold’ for donating a gift voucher that enabled us to 
add to this. 

As you may have noticed, Phase 2, the complex needs centre or 
‘Chestnut Centre’ as it will be named, is now underway, so we enter the 
next exciting period of time ahead, and hope that it goes just as well. 

Now the corridors have been redecorated we are looking a little 
‘clinical’ and so we are looking to purchase sensory panels for the     
corridors leading from reception to Primary.  
 
 

TWITTER, WEBSITE & 
NEW APP 

 
Do not forget to keep updated with 
Rigby Hall School on our Twitter  

account. 
 

Please take a look at our new website  
- it is full of useful  

information for parents / carers. 
 

www.rigbyhallschool.com 
 

Also, please download our new free 
app - there is lots of information on 

there! 



Continued from previous page …… 
 
These panels are both sensory and tactile and enable all children, and especially those with a visual impairment, to 
track their way through the building. The panels can be found on https://www.mikeayresdesign.co.uk/. We have 
already been lucky enough to secure two sponsors for these panels and our Friends of Rigby Hall School will be 
contacting you for ways in which you can get involved in raising money towards others. 

In the classrooms, our main areas for focus this year are positive mental health and wellbeing of our 
pupils and staff and also our commitment to aiding pupil’s communication. 
 
With the mental health and wellbeing initiative, the pupils are continuing to enjoy their ‘Fun-filled Fridays’ where 

they spend the afternoon working on their various Personal, Social and Health (PSHE) targets. This has been very 

successful and feedback from both staff and pupils is that they have enjoyed working with different groups and    

experiencing different activities all towards achieving their targets in PSHE. Alongside this, we are working hard 

towards a Wellbeing Award to collate all of what we do in order to gain this award.  

We have continued to fund an extra day of Speech and Language 
Therapy (SaLT) after a successful year of having the SaLT team in 
school for 2 days a week. This has enabled time for caseload work 
and also for training staff as well as working alongside our Communication Team. All staff have now received   
refresher training in Signalong signing and also work on how to further implement signing and symbols into the 
classroom in order to aid communication across all levels and ages throughout the school. I would like to thank 
Nicky, Sarah and Jamie for their work with this and our communication team and staff in school. We promote a 
‘sign of the week’ each week in assembly that can be seen on our Twitter feed @RigbyHsch every Monday. If you 
need support with signing or symbols at home please do not hesitate to ask your class teacher or our                   
communication team: Becky Harrison, Karen Harrison and Emma Hughes. Our Parent liaison officers, Kate, 
Louisa and Trudy are always happy to put on signing courses alongside the communication team if needed. I share 
‘tweets’ from SLT Worcestershire on our school Twitter and they have some really good resources and advice 
@SLT_Worcs.  
 
Over the past term we have also been successful in securing an Occupational Therapist (OT) to work within our 

school for one day per week for the next academic year. Lucy has audited our OT needs so far by spending half a 

day per week in each class highlighting equipment needs and offering advice where she can. Once the audit is 

done, Lucy will look at where her service is required as a priority and then we will look at EHCP’s in order to see 

what has been requested as part of these plans. A process that will take time but we are really pleased we can now 

offer this to our pupils. Where individual work is highlighted, we will send home parent    

consent forms for you to complete.  

Thank you to you all for your attendance at the Easter Service on Monday within school. It’s 
always a very special time of year. Thank you to Caroline Spencer and Janet & Norman 
Hewer for their support. 
 
Sadly, we say goodbye to Niki Byrne, our Key Stage 4 and Maths Leader this week. Although it is a sad time for us, 
we are extremely proud of Niki for securing an Assistant Headship at another Special School. I’d like to thank Niki 
for her hard work, organisational skills and great management over the past few years. This really is a               
well-deserved promotion and although I will be sad to lose her from our team, this is such a fantastic opportunity 
for her to progress up the career ladder. We wish her all the very best. 
 
We are happy to announce that we have offered two of our staff permanent roles as teachers from September. 
Becky Buckley, who is currently on supply in Beech, and Daisy Ball, our schools direct teaching student (who was 
a Grade 3 TA here a year ago!) have both gained a permanent position and we look forward to them joining our 
team in these roles from the new academic year. Also, to congratulate Rebecca Harrison who has secured  a        
position on our Senior Management Team as Head of Complex needs. 
 
I’d like to take this opportunity to thank all of my wonderful staff for their continued hard work and efforts over the 
past term. With all the changes to the building and ongoing pressures of the job, they all do remarkably well in 
such an environment, so thank you. I’d like to thank you all as parents / carers for your continued support towards 
us. A child’s education really is a partnership and we are very lucky to be working with such supportive families.  
 
I would like to wish you all a very Happy Easter and restful couple of weeks with your families. We will see you all 

back safely on Monday 29th April.     

Tracey 



 MONEY RAISED 

Rigby Hall have been raising money for different charities over the last few months. 

At the end of last term we raised money for Save the Children with    

Christmas Jumper Day and raised £11.00. 

We celebrated World Book Day on Friday 1st March. We raised £43.70 which will go towards 

purchasing reading books for the school. 

Red Nose Day was on Friday 15th March where all children had the opportunity 

to come dressed in red. We raised a fantastic amount of £82.63 

Thank you to everyone! 

ACTIVITY DAYS 
 
The majority of students in classes 3.1 and 3.2 attended the residential Pioneer trip on 
Wednesday 6th - Friday 8th March. The remaining pupils in the two classes came together 
and had some activity days in school.  
 
A few children enjoyed an art and craft day and created some lovely paintings.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On the Thursday we had a cooking day and made some tasty chocolate chip cupcakes and 
cookies. On the Friday we had a film day and a treat from KFC! The students were fantastic 
and it was a pleasure spending time together as a small group. Thank you to Mrs Cooke, Mr 
Moyle, Mrs Cooper and Miss Baker for your help on these days. All the children had a           
wonderful time!  

                 JUDO COMPETITION 
 

Liam Jones in Year 11, attended a judo competition on Sunday 10th March at 

Erdington Academy. Liam competed in an Amateur Judo Association National 

Closed Competition, where he received a Bronze medal in his weight category. 

He won one fight and lost one.  

 

Liam also went to the Institute of Sport in Sheffield on Sunday 17th March 

to compete in the British School Adaptive Championship. After winning all 

his fights he came away with gold! Last year Liam competed in the same 

BSAC competition and came away with bronze, so he has done really well 

in his judo!  

 

We would all like to congratulate Liam on his fantastic  achievements!! 



RUGBY TOURNAMENT 

8 pupils from 3.2 and 2 pupils from 3.3 were selected to represent Rigby Hall School at a    

rugby tournament on Friday 22nd March. The pupils had worked hard in the lead up to the 

event, completing weekly coaching sessions to develop their skills and understanding of the 

game. 

It ended up being a really good day not only with the weather, but I was so proud of the effort 

and behaviour of our pupils; you each thoroughly deserve your gold medal. Well done!! 

We were very grateful for the help and guidance from our rugby coaches, Matt & David from 

West Mercia Police. We also had support from Mrs Mason, Mrs Walton, parents and family, 

which the pupils really appreciated. Thank you to everyone involved, Miss Gee. 

CATERING GROUP 

The catering group visited Webbs to observe some of the jobs that are available in the café. 

Whilst we were there we enjoyed a drink and a cake. 

 

 

 

 

The staff were extremely helpful and we all had a really nice time! 

BOCCIA COMPETITION 

3.3 entered a Boccia competition with a range of other schools with disabilities. The team did 

amazingly well - reaching the quarter finals! The pupils demonstrated great team work,         

competitive skills and offered support to one another. We all had a great afternoon! 

 



PIONEER RESIDENTIAL TRIP 
 

The pupils who went on our residential to the Pioneer Centre this year had a fantastic time! 
We had some superstars overcoming their fears and taking part in activities that even staff 
found a little tricky! The children gained confidence, supported each other and developed  
independent skills.  
 

They completed activities including climbing and fencing.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
We had so many highlights and we are extremely 

proud of the resilience our pupils have shown.  
We are so proud of each and every one of them 

for different reasons. A huge thank you to the staff 
who went and made the experience possible for 

the children.  
 

Well done to all you pioneer students this year! 
 
 

LIFE BEYOND SCHOOL EVENT 
 

Once again we had a very successful Life Beyond School event as a joint evening between 

Rigby Hall and Chadsgrove School. We saw a wide range of Training and College providers 

attending to give a great insight into the opportunities available to our students after school. It 

was great to see our students asking questions and exploring their options as well as picking 

up some freebies! Thank you to Tom George, our careers advisor, for organising the event 

and to everyone who attended! 

LOCATION, LOCATION, LOCATION 
 

On Monday 25th March Oak class made a hedgehog home. 
 
They set it up in a corner at the far end of the field, which is nice and quiet. 
 
Hopefully, hedgehogs will move into it and start making this their home. 

 



WHAT HAVE 3.2 BEEN UP TO? 
 

The second half of the Spring term has been another busy one! 3.2 have been working hard 
as always and produced lots of fabulous work in lessons. 
 
We joined the rest of the school to celebrate World Book Day on Friday 1st March. Our author 
was Allan Ahlberg and we had two of our older students visit us and read from the “Funny 
Bones” book. We then went on to create our own moving skeleton and dog. We also listened 
to the poem “Please Mrs Butler” as well as the Cops and Robbers story which we all enjoyed! 
 
A number of our group went on the residential trip to the Pioneer Centre on Wednesday     
6th - Friday 8th March. They came and told us lots of incredible stories about walking the high 
ropes and going through the dark caves which all sounded very exciting. I am glad the        
students involved in the trip enjoyed their time away. 
 
We had a great time on Red Nose Day. It was a non-uniform day and 
we raised money for Comic Relief and even had one pupil arrive with 
red hair! 
 
During the half-term the class started planning their work related 
learning project and decided to make popcorn to sell around school. 
We did our first event on Friday 22nd March and raised an incredible £27! We think that    
people like popcorn … a lot!! The class has chosen to donate the money to the charity Water 
Aid to help provide clean water to those in need. We would like to thank all the students,    
parents, carers and staff who purchased our popcorn. We hope to run another fundraising 
popcorn sale in the near future. 
 
In our French lessons we have been continuing to practice our French greetings and focused 
on food and drink during this half-term. Please encourage the students to keep practising 
their French at home as they have been working so hard. We also took part in a “French     
Activity Day” on Monday 25th March where we sampled some French food and completed 
some French themed activities. 
 

WORLD BOOK DAY 

Children looked super cosy and comfortable on world book day. They managed to stay awake 

and complete a range of fantastic activities planned by their teachers. Children then shared all 

their work in a whole school assembly.  Year 9, 10 and 11 children read to primary               

children. They were confident and thoroughly enjoyed the experience! I was really proud of 

how mature and brave they were.  



RIGBY HALL SCHOOL START TO CLEAN UP BROMSGROVE! 
 

Post 16 have started their  
Community Action Project by joining 

the ‘Keep Bromsgrove Beautiful’ 
project. Post 16 started by cleaning 
up around the school. In school they 
cleaned the school field, playground 

and under croft.  
 

On 6
th
 and 20

th
 March Post 16 went 

to Aston Field Park. They found a lot cider cans, crisp      

packets, bottles and plastic bags. 

On 27th March Post 16 went to Sanders Park. They found 

lollypop wrappers, sweet wrappers, cans, plastic bottles, 

crisp packets and even a broken Frisbee. 

By Joe S 

SAPLING VISIT DODFORD CHILDREN’ FARM 
 

Sapling class had a great time on their day trip to Dodford Children’s Farm. 
 

We closely observed, stroked and fed lots of animals, including rabbits, ducks, chickens, 
 ponies and a goat. We also had lots of fun playing in the soft play barn, riding on tractors  

and playing in the playground. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



OAK CLASS IN TAG RUGBY EVENT 
 

Oak class loved taking part in the Tag Rugby event at  
Bromsgrove Rugby Football Club on Friday 22nd March  

against other schools in the area. The pupils played brilliantly 
and had lots of fun! 

 
We had the opportunity to meet police officers who were helping 

out at the event too. 
 

Well done everyone!! 

ROWAN GET OUT ON THE MUGA 
 

Rowan Class have been enjoying the good weather. They have been practicing their         

communication skills to choose which activities they want to do on the MUGA and at the 

same time developing their play and PE skills. They have had lots of fun! 

 

3.1 SET UP A LEMONADE STALL 
 
Class 3.1 set up a lemonade stall as an Enterprise project and have so far we have raised 

£10, which is going towards a game for our classroom. Pupils made their own advertising, 

bunting and posters. The lemonade is freshly made according to a top secret recipe and has 

had some 5* reviews! We will let you know what the final amount is soon. 



MENTAL HEALTH AND WELL BEING 
 

Well Being is currently featuring high on the agenda in the media and with this in mind, I 
thought it might be worth sharing information web sites that can provide parents with help 
should you ever need it. Obviously we are here to help too!  

The first one is  

Young Minds 

https://youngminds.org.uk/  

This site has a parents area as well as other ways you can contribute your opinions to help 
change things for the better. There is information on the website to help if a young person is 
in crisis, as well as a guide to the common conditions that many people with mental health 
issues may face.  

Mind  

https://www.mind.org.uk/information-support/helplines/  

This is a charity that have been dealing with mental health issues for a long time now. This 
website holds a wealth of information. They have an A-Z of mental health which I can         
honestly say, has virtually everything currently out there on it.  

Another great source is Heads together 

https://www.headstogether.org.uk/  

As well as information sharing, this web site also includes a useful discussion board which is 
moderated and may be of help. 

Mental Health and Wellbeing is important for the whole school community so I do hope this 
has been of some use. If you feel there is something we could share with others please do let 
us know. 

Thank you 

Miss Deooray 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Rigby Lane, Bromsgrove, Worcestershire B60 2EP 

Tel : 01527 875475  Fax: 01527 870211 
Headteacher: Mrs Tracey Smith 

www.rigbyhallschool.com 
Email – office@rigbyhall.worcs.sch.uk 

  

Term Dates for 2019 - 2020 
 

 

AUTUMN TERM 2019 
 
Wednesday 4th September 2019 – Friday 25th October 2019 
 
TEDs  –  Monday 2nd September and Tuesday 3rd September 2019 
                                                
HALF TERM  –    Monday 28th October 2019 - Friday 1st November 2019 
 
TED  –  Monday 4th November 2019     
 
Tuesday 5th November 2019 – Friday 20th December 2019 
 
 
SPRING TERM 2020 
 
Monday 6th January 2020 – Friday 14th February 2020 
 
HALF TERM   –    Monday 17th February 2020 - Friday 21st February 2020 
 
TED – Monday 24th February 2020 
 
Tuesday 25th February 2020 – Friday 3rd April 2020 
 
 
SUMMER TERM 2020 
 
Monday 20th April 2020 – Friday 22nd May 2020 
    
MAY DAY            –   Monday 4th May 2020 
 
HALF TERM   –   Monday 25th May 2020 - Friday 29th May 2020 
 
Monday 1st June 2020 – Friday 17th July 2020 
 
TED – Monday 20th July 2020 
  
TEDs – only staff attend 
 
Other Dates: Good Friday   Friday 10th April 2020 
   Easter Monday   Monday 13th April 2020 
   May Day    Monday 4th May 2020 
   Spring Bank Holiday  Monday 25th May 2020 

mailto:office@rigbyhall.worcs.sch.uk



