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Diary Dates 
 

November 2019 
 
4th  Teachers Training Day 
 
5th   Pupils return to  school 
 
15th   Children in Need  
 
 
December 2019 
 
TBC  Christmas Production 
   
18th  Christmas Lunch 
 
TBC  Christingle  
  Service at St  
  Godwalds Church.   
 
19th  End of term  
 
20th   Teachers Training Day 

Dear Families,  
 
Our first 8 weeks of the new school year are nearly over. The time has flown by 
and the staff and pupils are working really hard!  
 
Last week, Mrs Hayward, Mrs Hughes, Mr Homer and I observed the teaching 
and learning in the classes and we were all very impressed with what we saw 
and what the pupils were learning. We can’t remember not having all of our 
new pupils and staff as they have all  settled in so well and we are so pleased 
they are part of the Rigby  family.  
 
Our new Chestnut Centre is up and running and the children are doing so well 
in there. They have more opportunities to work together in different groups and 
the new lift has been a particular favourite with a few of our pupils across the 
school! 
 
Our focus this year is the review of our curriculum and ensuring that all subjects 
link together and offer the pupils maximum opportunities and development of 
skills both inside and outside of the classroom.  
 
We have developed our pupil’s voice this year with the continuation or          
introduction of Student Council, Anti-Bullying Council, E-Safety Council and 
Safeguarding Council. These Council’s happen on one Monday, followed by 
whole school assembly the week after, then representatives from these     
councils come together for Personal Safety Council the week following, then 
whole school assembly after that and the cycle repeats. The councils will start 
contributing to the newsletter soon, so look out for their input! 
 
It has been lovely to see some of the trips going out this half term already.  
Pupils have been swimming, visiting the local café and supermarket, sports 
events and English events in Worcester.  
 
We have had a few special ‘days’ this half term where we have supported  
Charities or raised awareness. It is so lovely when these suggestions come 
from the pupils too. Thank you for your support with these days. 
 
We have had lovely Harvest Festivals, in two sittings, at St Godwald’s Church. I 
think it is so important for our pupils to visit the local church as it is part of their 
community and deepen their understanding of Modern British Values. Thank 
you to all of you who supported in attendance or donations.  
 
Please can I thank you for your consideration when parking for events as we try 
really hard to maintain the positive relationship we have with our neighbours 
and thank you for your contribution towards this.  
 
Please note that we have changed our February Teachers Training Day from 
24th February 2020 to 20th December 2019. So children will be breaking up for 
Christmas on Thursday 19th December 2019. 
 
I hope that you all have a lovely half term break together. We look forward to 
seeing all the pupils back safe on Tuesday 5

th
 November – with Monday 4

th
 

November being a Teacher Training Day.  
 
Thank you as always for your 
support.  
 

Tracey  

Headteacher 

Macmillan  
Coffee Afternoon 

   
Thank you for joining us for our 

Macmillan Coffee afternoon. 

We raised a grand total of  

£238 

Thank you to Mrs Cooper and 

Key Stage 4 for arranging this. 

 



Fundraising for Oscar  
 

P16 pupil Zachary had a fantastic, thoughtful idea to raise funds to help towards 
school boy Oscar Saxelby-Lee’s, life saving CAR-T cell therapy. 

 
We would like to thank everyone for getting involved with the non school uniform 

day and your generous donations. 

We are pleased to say we raised £348.88 
        which has been donated to Oscars fundraising page 

https://www.gkcct.org/oscar  

  
On Monday 14

th
 October, the vocational sport 

group attended an SEN football festival at    
Aston Villa Academy at Villa Park. Our 
team played in 3 games and performed very 
well in each. We saw some outstanding skills 
and great team work. Well done to all involved 
and thank you to Hayley for driving the      
minibus for us.  

 ROALD DAHL DAY 
We had a fantastic day celebrating the famous author 
Roald Dahl! The children always really enjoy this day 
and this year was no exception. Our theme was 
'bravery'.    
 
Children learnt how Roald Dahl expressed bravery in 
his books and how to be brave themselves. Children 
dressed up and completed fun exciting activities           
related to this theme.     

 

The children in Chestnut Centre have been 
enjoying the new infinity mirror tunnel that 

has recently been fitted in our sensory 
room. It has a calm and cozy atmosphere 

and is great for the children to relax in as 
well as for one to one interaction times. 

https://www.gkcct.org/oscar


Class 3.3       

 

 

Class 3.3 have been visiting Morrison's and the café for several weeks. We are    
working towards completing a unit of work with the AQA Unit Award Scheme.       
Students in 3.3 have proven they can queue up appropriately, choose what they 
would like to eat and drink, pay for their items at the cash till with minimal support 
and take their food to the table and eat sensibly with the rest of the group. 

We have then been going into the supermarket and finding items on a shopping list 
before going to the self service check out and paying for our items. Class 3.3 have 
done really well with this and we are looking forward to planning other visits out in 
the local community to work on different topics.   

    Café Magique 

 

 

Post 16 are working very hard with their cafe business! The cafe takes place 
every Monday from 12 - 2pm at St Godwalds Church.  
We sell sandwiches, potatoes, quiche, soup and cake!  

It would be great to see you there! 

   Uniform & Lost property 

Please ensure your child comes into school wearing correct school   
uniform  

We have property handed in to the office daily that is unnamed. Please can we     
remind you to name all your child’s belongings,  including all clothing worn on ‘Non 
school uniform days’. 

We will from now on only keep lost property for half a term due to the high volume 
we receive. If items are not claimed then they will be donated to charity.  



Reading at Rigby 
 

It is so nice to see the children reading weekly at school and at home. We are  
seeing more reading records being signed and children being excited to change 
their reading books. This term I have given out a huge amount of  ‘star reader’  

certificates already; so thank you for all your support. Reading for pleasure is the 
most successful way to increase children’s word recognition, improve reading and 
comprehension skills. There is also now a lot of evidence that states reading for 
pleasure is vital for academic success, mental health and even future economic 

success.  
 

 Some good advice for those of you struggling with       
  reluctant readers : 

 
 If the books your child brings home from school 
 doesn’t interest them, try  others from the  
 library.  
 Don’t force your son or daughter to finish a book  
 they don’t like.  

 Follow your kids’ interests; there really is a book for everyone.  
 Keep reading with your child way beyond the age they can read for themselves.  
 Try to read together for 10 minutes a day. It can be really hard to carve out time in our busy 

lives, so rest assured that it doesn’t need to be all at once. A couple of minutes here and 
there is better than not at all.  

 Even a 10-minute story at bed time can make all the difference.  
 K.Ferran, English Co-ordinator 

 
 
 
 

Key stage three had a wonderful 
time at the Beeline Festival at 

Worcester University. 
We heard stories, participated in 
painting and created story maps.   

Children really enjoyed the            
experience and had a wonderful   

trip out.  

Primary Magical Theme Day 
We enjoyed cooking activities and making food for our party. We made our own 

wands, spider hats and magician ties! We had a 
lovely party, dancing and eating the party food! 



 

 

School Leavers Awards Evening 

 
Last week we held an awards celebration with the students who left us last year 
and also our 2019 Duke of Edinburgh Bronze award students. It was a fantastic 
evening where current and past students had the opportunity to catch up and 
share their achievements. As staff we are incredibly proud of each and everyone 
of them and feel privileged to have the opportunity to work alongside such        
inspiring young people. 

 

 

 

 
Post 16 Upcycling 

 
Post 16 found a cupboard that a lady 
was going to throw away in a skip but 

lucky enough she let us use it for       
upcycling. We planned and designed 
what we were going to do with it. We 
have now sold the cupboard to the 

school for the foyer area so  
visitors and other students can look at 

our masterpiece. Sam B 
 
 

 
 Kingfisher Shopping Centre Visit 
 
 On Friday 11th October class 3.3 visited the  
 Kingfisher Shopping Centre.  
 
 We looked around at the different types of shops.  
 Students looked out for helpful signs and we went to         
 the café. Students ordered and paid for their own      
 drinks and snacks. We had a great time! 






