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Twitter account. 
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Where we upload daily    

photos and tweets.  
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27th—Nasal spray catch 
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Dear Families,  

As another calendar year closes we reflect on all the wonderful things we 

have done this year and all the challenges we have faced and have come 

through.  

We started off the year still under a COVID regime and managed to keep the 

school open as much as we possibly could, despite being hit by illness in the 

staff too.  

In February we were visited by the lovely Ofsted Team. We are due a return 

visit this February coming and have worked tirelessly, and all hours, to  

further move the school forwards over these past 12 months. We would 

have done this anyway, and we await their return so we can showcase all 

we have worked hard on.  

In the Summer months, alongside the ongoing changes to curriculum,  

accreditation offers and courses in readiness for September, we took part in 

lots of Sports events and trips out and about again. This has been wonderful 

for the children to be an active part of their local community again and to 

extend their experiences beyond the classroom. We all know the value and 

importance of learning beyond the classroom and especially for our children 

as they transfer their learned skills into real life activities.  

The Life Skills Village continues to be worth its weight in gold and prepares 

the pupils well for their life beyond Rigby! This has been evident this year 

with the reduced number of pupils staying on in 6th Form. The work, courses 

and experiences they participate in in the LSV are setting up the pupils well 

and giving them that sense of confidence and assurance that they ‘can’ 

achieve what they want.  

 

Being able to welcome you back to our Sports Day this year was also special. 

To have your lovely friendly faces on site to support our children was fabulous. 

It seems like such a long wait to have you all back! 

Our PTA was resurrected this year. Our new team led by Vicki, have already 

completed two successful events of a Summer Fayre and Christmas Fayre, as 

well as getting us off the ground with our fundraising for a pool on site.  

Everyone’s support with this has been gratefully received and so I thank you all 

on behalf of the staff and pupils.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have had changes to our Governing body this year too. I’d like to formally announce that Mark  

Tabbernor is now our Chair of Governors, with Yvette Bennett as our Vice Chair. Iona Walton is our  

Safeguarding Governor and these are all ably assisted by existing and new Governors; Phil Thomas,  

Martha Parsons, Carys Thurlby and Beckie Watson. We also have two new co-opted Governors and I will  

announce these after the next Full Governors meeting.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I would like to thank our previous Chair of Governors, Huw Powell and Vice Chair, Roy Rowlands for their 

time, efforts and commitment to Rigby Hall over the many years they have held their posts. Their support 

since I became a Headteacher has been invaluable and I can’t thank them enough for this. I would like to 

extend my thanks to Caroline Spencer who has been our Clerk to Governors for nearly 9 years also. Caroline 

has been to all meetings over the years and balanced her Councillor role with that of our Clerk. To all three, 

we wish you well in your futures and hope that you can now rest and relax in your retirements. Many thanks 

to you all.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have had the new build busily going on in the background this last half of the calendar year. In a space 

that held a rather sad and sorry mobile classroom with its Science lab and classroom, we now have a brick 

build that holds a Science lab, classrooms for 4 of our Secondary age classes, a Careers Advice and Guidance 

Office, Assistant Head for Secondary, Mr Homers office, and a library for Secondary. We are so excited to be 

able to practically give Secondary their own build and those stepping stones from one area in school to the 

next to give that sense of ability to move forwards through their School journey.  

This term we have said some farewells to a few members of staff and welcomed one back, to say 

‘goodbye’ again!!  

Since October Half term we have said Goodbye and Good luck to:  

Faye Brook – Birch Teacher – Fay leaves us after a couple of years for promotion closer to home. She will 

be sadly missed by the pupils and staff, especially me sharing photos of her in an England top when she’s 

Welsh! Thank you! 

Jayne Perry – Admin Assistant – Jayne has worked in the office for 11 years. We thank her for her hard 

work, efforts and commitment and wish her well in her new job. Jayne will be missed. 

Vanessa Rainbow – Grade 3 Teaching Assistant – leaves us for pastures new after just over 11 years. 

Vanessa starts a new chapter in a completely different role. We thank her for her flexibility in her role, her 

commitment and for being there, even on her days off when we needed her. She will be missed by all.  

Amy Thompson – Chestnut 2 Teacher – leaves us after a few years for a break from Teaching. We thank 

Amy for her time with us and wish her well in her new chapter. Thank you, you will be missed.  

We say ‘Goodbye’ again to Rhian Smith, who left us in July, and then returned as a temporary teacher for 

Autumn, picking up when we were let down. Thank you for your time, we will miss you.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As well as the sadness these Goodbye’s bring, we also have the 

excitement of new people joining our team, and some changes 

to make things even better for our pupils. We welcome; Leanne 

Barker and Katarina Busst as Teachers. We also congratulate  

Judy Peachey who joined us in September as a Higher Level 

Teaching Assistant, back to the role of Class teacher, as she takes 

this up in Oak class. Judy is a Teacher and has been covering for a 

long term sick position in this class and so transitions smoothly in 

to being the class teacher from January. 

We welcome Caroline McGreevy and Ruth Brettle to our Office Team.  

To our team of Teaching Assistants, we welcome; Lottie Rushton, Claire Clark,  

Ellie-Mae Beech, Carla Wade, Chelsea Wilkes, Nicola Cresswell, Mia Neath and Claire 

Mullis. 

To our Lunchtime team we welcome Michelle Wild. 

So many new people who share our ethos and passion for the children we share our 

days with. 

To all of our amazing staff; our Teachers, Teaching Assistants, Office Team, 

Kitchen Team, Site Team, IT team. Our Speech and Language Therapists, 

our Reading dog Ruby and Stacey, our Occupational  

Therapist, our School nurses. Our Governing Body and PTA.  

To all those who help our children in any way … thank you from the 

bottom of my heart for making things that little bit better for each of our 

children.  

To all of you, our wonderful families for your continued support and kindness. I know that maybe we 

don’t always do it the way you may want, but please be assured we will ALWAYS do things for the best for 

your child, so they get maximum benefit from every single opportunity and experience. Your child’s  

education with us is something that will set them up for life and we want them to look back fondly on 

these years in the future and say, ‘I’m where I am because of Rigby, because my staff believed in me, and 

because I had every opportunity available to succeed’. If we can get that, and we have with past students, 

we will have done our job! Thank you so much to those of you who have given us gifts. You really don’t 

need to as we all do what we do because we love it, but thank you for any gifts received.  

Have a wonderful festive break. Enjoy time with your family and friends and remember, it’s one day… 

Love, warmth and health is all you need! If you need anything over the holidays you know where I am. 

 

Thank you as always for your support in 2022, let’s hope 2023 is kind and considerate to us all.  

 

Best wishes 

Tracey  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sapling class have enjoyed meeting the reindeer who visited our 

school. We were very gentle when we stroked them and enjoyed 

meeting them up close.  We also had fun exploring the ‘snow’!  

In our cooking we have made lots of progress 

in learning to spread. We have made lots of  

yummy treats and worked on holding a knife 

with independence to spread different  

toppings onto bread, biscuits and fruit. We also 

enjoyed trying the foods we made! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Pine class we have been learning about Careers this half term.  Students have thoroughly  

enjoyed trips to the SEND Life beyond school event at Worcester Sixways and a trip to the Black 

Country Museum to learn about manufacturing.  

The students had the opportunity to talk to the racing team from the school of engineering at 

Wolverhampton University. They even had the chance to test their skills at completing a pit stop 

challenge. Congratulations to Tyler for winning in a time of 10.34seconds! The students also 

made their own pewter cast in the foundry workshop.  

It has been a pleasure to take the students on the trips and we were incredibly impressed with 

the questions they asked and general attitude to learning.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In literacy, Willow Class have enjoyed looking at the story ‘Whatever Next’. We have acted out the story using 

props, talked about the setting, characters and main events by finding pictures in gloop, created story maps and 

ordered pictures taken from the story on a washing line. Every week we retold the story, we used signs, symbols 

and actions to help us to recall the story in the correct order.  

We have been very busy in our maths 

lessons. At the start of the half term, 

we did lots of work about shapes to 

help us to learn the shape names and 

describe them using mathematical  

vocabulary. Next, we sequenced  

familiar events using 2 or 3 pictures, 

then we ordered pictures to represent 

our day. The children in Willow Class 

have also been learning to say 1 more/

less than a number to 10. We enjoyed 

building aliens using playdough and 

added lots of eyes, feathers, legs etc 

then explore what happened to the 

number when we added 1 more or 

took 1 away.  

In PE, we have created our space dance to retell the story ‘Whatever Next’. We explored different movements to 

show each part of the story and thought carefully about how to join our moves together. We created a ‘whole 

class’ dance using all of the children’s ideas and the children had the opportunity to add some individual ways of 

travelling into the dance. Once the whole dance was put together, it looked amazing.  

During our ‘Understanding the World’ lessons, we have been exploring the difference between light and dark. 

We have enjoyed getting in the dark tent and playing with the light up toys. We worked in teams to create our 

own dark spaces by using different materials to block out the light under the table.   We have also been  

exploring all of the different materials in the classroom. We have been grouping items made from wood, metal, 

plastic, wool and fabric. Whilst exploring the materials, we have been describing them as hard/soft, bumpy/

smooth and waterproof. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This term Beech class have been on a school trip to Bromsgrove 

School. We have had the opportunity to play a range of sports we 

do not experience within school.  

We have had special visitors this half term. We have been able to meet Santa’s reindeers and 
have had a meeting with local police officers as part of our careers day.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This half term has been a very busy one for Maple class! We have enjoyed careers day, Children 

in Need and all the Christmas celebrations. Our topic of the World Cup has led to some  

wonderful work in DT and Art as well as trips to Redditch United and the Molineux. We are  

looking forward to a nice break before working hard again in the Spring.  



This half-term we have been learning about football and the world cup! We have learnt so much in 

all our lessons. It has been very busy with Christmas performances and other special days but the 

children have really enjoyed this half-term. Here are a few photos of our amazing learning! 

 

 

 

          

 

                      

 

 

Santa dash and a visit from  

the reindeers 

Practising our play – Children learnt lines and acted so 

well. So proud of them! 

Have a fantastic Christmas from Kelly Ferran, 

Vanessa Rainbow and Jess. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hello to all of our Parents & Carers 

We’ve had a busy half term studying Addition in maths, completing reading and writing activities 

linked to our class topic – The World Cup - in English and studying Healthy Humans in science. In 

Geography, we’ve looked at continents and seas and also we’ve compared living in Qatar to the 

UK.  

We’ve worked hard but we’ve had some fun as well!  

Wishing you all a very Merry Christmas. 

Mr Green, Molly and Emily 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Literacy, we have been looking at the story 

“whatever next”. We listened to a sensory story and 

have engaged better and better with this over the 

weeks. 

We have also made some fantastic progress with our 

phonics! We have learned lots of sounds and have 

been practicing using sound buttons to make cvc 

words. We have really developed our fine motor 

skills and writing ability too!  

In Sycamore class this term, our theme has been space! We have focused on lots of space themed activities in 

our lessons. 

In Maths we have been learning about shape, time 

and weight. Our shape knowledge has really  

improved! We have also learned about more and less 

in number which we have loved doing in forest school 

sessions! 

We have made fantastic progress with our communication 

by doing lots of signing, listening time, PECS and using ALDs 

and this has really shown! Fantastic work, Sycamore Class! 

 

We had visits from Pudsey for children in need! 

We had visits from the reindeers for Christmas! 

Sycamore class have also worked exceptionally hard on 

their nativity. We put so much work into making all of 

the props and are really proud of all the things have 

made this term! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Over the last half term, as well as working hard on their accredited courses, Spruce class have 

been out and about on a number of interesting, exciting and diverse visits!  

This has included learning about future pathways at the Life After School Event at Sixways  

Stadium, experiencing college life on visits to two local colleges, undertaking some voluntary 

work at New Starts in Bromsgrove, visiting both the Staffordshire Regiment Museum and the 

Royal Airforce Museum Cosford as part of their life skills challenge, a football event at Redditch 

United, and a visit to the Frankfurt Christmas Market in Birmingham!  

A very busy half term both in and out of school.  

From Mr Homer, Mrs Walker and Mandy we wish you a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New 

Year!  



Pupils who have been awarded the Head Teacher  

Start Award this Term:  

 

Jack in Sapling class; Jack has done amazing this term!  Jack has done some amazing reading 

and listening. He has also started to follow an adult agenda and stay calm during directional cue's.  

 

Inaaya in Sycamore class; Sycamore class would like to nominate Inaaya for her fantastic  

progress in communication! Inaaya has come along so well in communication this year, she is  

beginning to try and say words when accompanied with the symbol, she has been regularly using 

PECS and has been using sign language independently both at home and at school! Inaaya has also 

been accessing the class ALDs independently whilst beginning to say the words! She is now becoming 

an independent communicator at school! Fantastic work! 

 

Emily in Willow class; Emily is a delightful girl. She always works hard and is making excellent 

progress, especially with her speech. The main reason for this award is for the support she gives her 

friends. Emily tries to make her friends feel better if they are upset, she gets resources for them, she 

can take turns in a game and share resources such as playdough. 

  

Rowan in Beech class; We are really proud of Rowan this term, he has tried really hard with all 

of his work. Rowan's behaviour has been amazing and he has been a good friend to his class mates. 

 

Bailey in Oak class; We are so proud of the progress Bailey has made since September. He tried 

hard with challenges and changes in life. Bailey works hard to complete his work and he is always kind 

and thoughtful towards others.  

 

Chad in Rowan class; In Rowan class, we have chosen Chad as our Star of the term. He has 

worked really hard on his writing and his spelling and his handwriting is now fantastic. He is a happy, 

kind and well-behaved member of the class. Well done Chad. 

 

Oliver in Hazel class; Hazel want to award Oliver Meadows for building relationships, taking part 

in more work and joining in with circle time games. Excellent stuff Oliver, keep up the good work! 

 

Finley in Cherry class; Finley always gets on with his work in Cherry class. He supports others 

in the class if they are finding an activity challenging. Finley is trying really hard to talk about his feel-

ings before getting upset. He has really impressed us with his progress and is starting to apply his skills 

more independently to other tasks. Well done from all of Cherry class.  

 

Ruby in Maple class; For a fantastic start to Rigby Hall always trying her best and working hard. 

Ruby follows school rules and has built positive relationships with her peers. She is always eager to 

help and is considerate of others. 

 

 



Pupils who have been awarded the Head Teacher  

Start Award this Term:  

 

Michaela in Birch class; Birch nominates Michaela for the outstanding work she has completed 

in class this term. Michaela always tries her best and puts 100% in her learning. Well done Michaela we 

are really proud! 

 

Theo in Chestnut 1; Theo has become increasingly more confident within the classroom and is 

now trying new activities with minimal support. Theo has also worked hard on his concentration and en-

gagement this term, now being able to engage in a piece of work for longer periods of time. He has also 

tried really hard in communication sessions, to understand key word language instructions.  

 

Brandon in Chestnut 2; Brandon has made huge social progress over this past term! Last year 

he refused to access the classroom and avoided interaction with his peers as much as possible. This 

half term he has been coming into the classroom area during learning times to engage in activities for 

brief periods and has also started to come into the classroom to eat some of his lunch for a few 

minutes. This has been so lovely to see and all of the Chestnut team are so proud of Brandon! 

 

Harley in Chestnut 3; Star award for Chestnut 3 is Harley Wall for settling into his new class and 

working on his independent work tasks! 

 

Skie in Cedar class; Putting in a great deal of effort to her academic work as well as supporting 

others in her class. Skie has reflected on the term and is thinking long term about her qualifications in 

KS4. 

 

Alfie in Lime class; For responding well to all the changes this term. For remaining in class with 

his classmates. For trying hard to listen and follow adult requests. 

 

Charlie-Ann in Spruce class; She is an incredibly polite young person who works hard and al-

ways does the right thing. She is an excellent role model both within class and around school, and her 

self-confidence is really blooming which has been great to see! She also has a brilliant sense of humour 

which we’re seeing more of as her confidence grows. Well done Charlie-Ann, thoroughly deserved! 

 

Alfie in Pine class; This is for his hard work and determination to complete all of his work. He 

demonstrates great perseverance and added a great level of detail to his work particularly in Humani-

ties. Well done Alfie 

 

Kobi in Post 16; Kobi is always polite and hard-working and we would like to award Kobi this terms 

head teacher award. Post 16 staff have been particularly impressed with Kobi’s mature attitude and 

working independently. Kobi completed a speaking workshop as part of our NCS sessions and Kobi 

stood and spoke confidently to the rest of the group about his progress with his communication since 

being at Rigby Hall. 

 


