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where we upload dai-

ly photos and tweets.  

 

Upcoming Dates:  

June  

First day back -  

Monday 6th June  

 

Secondary Sports day  - 

22nd June  

 

Summer Fete -  

Saturday 25th June 

 

Primary Sports day—

29th June  

 

July 

Last Day of Term -

Thursday 21st July 

“Valuing every achievement” 

Head: Mrs T Smith 

Tel: 01527 875475 

office@rigbyhall.worcs.sch.uk 

 

Dear Families,  

5 half terms of this academic year done!! Where has the time gone? Since  

Easter, it has been like a whirlwind in school!  

What has been lovely is that this has been the first half term with NO covid       

restrictions whatsoever, so it almost feels like it used to, back in Autumn 2019! 

There has been a lot more participation in trips and festivals and also the  

children being able to work alongside each other in different ways without  

restrictions of only being able to work with certain classes.  

We have been struck by illnesses and staffing issues that has left us all  

frustrated at times. We obviously can’t help illness, but inconsistencies in staff 

we are sent by agencies has been really difficult to manage.  

I would like to thank you as families for being understanding about this  

situation. It is always so reassuring to know, that you know we do our best for 

our children, that we won’t accept anything less than the quality they deserve 

and so sometimes decisions need to be made to ensure that we keep to these 

standards. We have such fantastic skills and experience in this building that we 

have been creative with some classes after the half term break to ensure the 

children keep familiarity and consistency, and when faced with short staffing 

our amazing team are always willing to step up, and step in, to ensure we keep 

things going. Thank you to them for this #TeamRigby spirit and to you for your 

understanding in this very common problem throughout SEND at the moment.  

At the start of the Easter Holidays, I had my bike ride!! This was organised by 

Rachel’s Mum and Dad  and supported with ‘merch’ by Mia C’s family! 

Around 80 motorbikes turned up!! It  really was an emotional and incredible 

sight!! I had a lift on the back of a Harley Davidson, as part of the convoy, to 

Broadway, and then a slightly ‘quicker’ journey back to school on the back of a 

BMW!! It was an amazing experience and I can’t thank everybody enough for 

organising this, for taking part in this and for coming to support me. I will  

always treasure this memory.   



 

We have celebrated achievements within curriculum areas this half term with the children achieving their targets 

and sharing fabulous work with me. I always love a visit from the children proudly showing me their work, one of 

my many highlights of being their Head teacher.  

We have celebrated achievements in Sports with participation in Festivals and Tournaments where our children 

proudly wear their Rigby badge. We have also hosted a two day Sports Festival where the children experienced a 

range of different sports and enjoyed interacting with each other and helping each other out. We were very ably 

assisted in these days by Sports Leaders from South Bromsgrove High School so that was also lovely for our    

children to work alongside another school.  

Our new build started last week and oh my word what a difference!! We never knew there was so much space 

around there!! There has been lorry after lorry coming and going removing the earth and we can’t wait to see the 

progress of this build. I will keep updating Twitter of this progress so please follow us on @RigbyHsch. I’d like to 

thank Years 10 and 11 and their staff for moving so smoothly from the old mobile and into other areas in school. 

You have managed this with ease! I would also like to thank our neighbours for their patience with us too, I bet 

they wished we’d just stop building! But with the demand for places, and wanting to ensure our children have the 

best facilities and environment in which to learn… we have had to do a few things to get there!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For the past week we have had the pleasure of having a swimming pool on site!! This has been by far one of the 

best things we have ever done! To have seen the children in the pool and to have swam with 4 groups too has been 

so precious. Getting to see our children in situations and environments that are different to the usual is always 

something that fills us with pride, and ensuring every opportunity is available for our pupils is so important to us 

in gaining a well-rounded experience for all of the children.  

                

We have done this project in conjunction with the family of Tom Jones who sadly passed away a few years ago. 
The family along with RLSS (Royal Life Saving Society) have donated us some safety mats that we have put up 

along the fences of the playground and it was so nice to see the children reading these as I came out last night. 
Swimming is so much fun, but we do need to learn about how to keep safe near water too so this has been a     
 valuable gift from them.  



 

The Teachers have been working very hard this half term writing your child’s reports. These are currently being 

proof read before I get the pleasure of reading every single one and writing my comments on them.  

We are pleased to say that we have reinstated our PTA now too. Thanks to those involved. There have already 

been flyers for the Summer Fayre and we will also be doing a float at Bromsgrove Carnival this year, so all very 

exciting to restart this. Thanks to the outgoing team and a warm welcome to the new.  

Today we say ‘good bye and good luck to some of our team as they move on to new adventures.  

We would like to say thank you and goodbye to Mrs Jayne Yorke. Thank you for your time at Rigby and good 

luck in your new chapter.  

We also say goodbye and good luck to Sasha as she moves into a new role.  

We will be saying good bye to Diane too. Diane has worked in Chestnut and we wish her luck in her new chapter.  

I want to thank all of our amazing staff for their hard work, efforts and commitment this half term and as always. 

To you as families, our friends, and our Governors, thank you all for your invaluable support.  

Your child will be bringing home their Jubilee Gift tonight. A bear that they can keep. A huge thank you to S&H 

Sportswear in Bromsgrove for creating these for us.  

Finally, please have a wonderful and safe week together and recharge your batteries as families.  

We will see the children back on Monday 6th June, where we start that final stretch to Summer.  

Thanks as ever. 

Tracey  



 

 

 

 

 

 

Sapling class have enjoyed learning about shape this half term. We have gone on a shape hunt around school to see 

what shapes we can find, as well as learning to sort shapes, match shapes and explore shape through shape sorters.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In cooking we have been learning to use a microwave to explore changes in ingredients and especially enjoyed the 

melted chocolate! 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Sycamore class have had lots of fun this half term reading our “Going on a Bear Hunt” story, it has been a         

particular favourite of many in the class. We have been going around the school on our very own bear hunt and 
learning to take photo’s at the same time.  

In Numeracy we have been working on weight measuring heavy and light using a variety of different resources, 
with the most popular being the sand!! We have also very much enjoyed our primary sports festival with the 
bouncy castle fun run proving lots of fun.  

 

 

 

Willow class have had another brilliant half term. We have enjoyed so many fun things including  using the 

school’s temporary swimming pool, Music in forest school and the Rigby hall sports festival. We have really   

enjoyed our topic of Holidays and Adventures; learning about the seasons, maps and foods from around the 

world.  

Swimming Pool 

Rigby Hall have loved having a temporary swimming pool for 2 

weeks. Willow class had so much fun while learning how to be safe 
in the water. 

 

 

Rigby Sports Festival 

We took part in lots of fun alternative     
activities during the day including        
wheelchair games and races, boccia,        

kurling, tennis and inflatable football!  

    

 

Music in Forest School  

 

Willow class love our music lessons as 
we do our music lessons down in forest 

school. This means we can make as 
much noise as we like down there! This 
half term we have focussed on            
recognising instruments by name,      

playing them correctly and copying a 
rhythm with different instruments.  



 

 

Summer 1   

This half term we have had a visit from a local library. The librarians read us a       

sensory story which we all enjoyed very much.  

 

 

 

Oak class have been developing life skills this half term. We 

have visited the flat and discussed personal hygiene and been 

able to put it into practice. We have also visited the cooking 

room and been able to use cooking equipment safely. We have 

all really enjoyed tasting food from around the world.  

 

 

 

 

 

Beech class have had a very 

busy term. This term Beech 

class have really enjoyed  

“Holidays and Adventures”. 

Beech class have enjoyed 

learning about “The Gingerbread Man” book in literacy. 

In P.E we have enjoyed racing each other and telling each other how to do the obstacle 

course. We have also enjoyed meeting a gold medallist doing some fun activities. 

 

We have also enjoyed the Primary Sports Festival. We enjoyed 

wheelchair racing, tennis and more. Beech class had the most 

fun doing the wheelchair racing.  

 

 

Next half term our topic is: ‘Express Yourself’ 

Reminders:  

 P.E on a Wednesday 

 Forest school on a Tuesday  

 First week back is swimming - on Tuesday and Friday please remember         

labelled swimming kits. 



 
 

 

 

 

 

This term in Rowan class we have really enjoyed our 
'Holiday and Adventure' theme. Rowan class have     
enjoyed exploring the 7 continents of the world in     

Geography, exploring the story 'Around the World in 80 Days' and how we would 
travel if we had to travel the world in Literacy, using our problem solving and        
outdoor adventurous skills in PE and exploring and tasting a range of food from around the world in DT.  

Rowan Class have really enjoyed their swimming lessons. They have also thoroughly enjoyed accessing the 
school trampoline and learning new skills. 

 Well done to all the pupils in Rowan class!   

Miss Brook, Grace and Callum. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Hazel class over the last half term we have taken part in sports events which was great fun and have more    

recently really enjoyed our swimming lessons. We have been learning about other countries and really enjoyed  

tasting different foods from all around the world and looking at where places are on a map. As a class everyone 

agreed that their favourite food was a curry so we made a coconut chickpea curry which everyone took home and 

enjoyed. We have also followed the adventures of Philleas Fogg in the book “Around the World in 80 Days” and    

plotting his journey on a map to show the different places that he visited and finding out about the different things 

that he may have seen and how he travelled to those places compared to how we would travel now.    



 

 

 

This half term, our topic has been “Food from around the World”. We have 

been looking at a country each week. We studied that country in Geography 

and cooked a dish that country is famous for in our DT cooking lessons. We 

have cooked pizza, stir fry, gingerbread,                

fajitas, burgers and hot dogs.  

 

In Maths we have learnt about weight and number sequences and in English we have 

produced some wonderful writing based on “The Magic Toothbrush” by Julia      

Donaldson. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Art, we produced some amazing work based on the work of 

Claude Monet.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In PE we have been orienteering and had a whale of a time on the trampolines.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

3.1 have worked so hard this half-term. They have really enjoyed our topic on holidays and adventure. Here are 

some photos of our learning. 

In Design and Technology, the children have been cooking. Children have cooked a range of recipes from around 

the world. We have cooked; noodles, American cookies, Pizza, and curry. Children have worked hard on their 

peeling and cutting skills. Children are aware of how to be safe when using sharp tools. 

                  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Children have worked hard to ask questions and describe in communication lessons.          

                                  

    

 

Our sports festival was a huge success. Children really enjoyed 

mini golf, wheel chair races, table tennis, smoothie bike, soft 

ball, archery and boxing. 

A big well done for this half-term, from Mrs Ferran, Mrs Giles and RJ! 



 

 

 

 

We have had an exciting half term in class 3.2. 

 

 

The pupils have enjoyed our DT sessions where we have been cooking 

world foods. Our favourite was pizza. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We also had lots of fun at the sports day where we enjoyed mini golf, archery, 

boxing and wheelchair sports. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.2 have also produced some beautiful artwork this half term based on seascapes of the artist JMW Turner. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
Class 3.3 have had another fantastic half term. It has been a very busy and 
productive one. 
 

We have all enjoyed working on leaflets in English, exploring information in  
existing leaflets then creating our own. Everyone worked so hard on this and  
created fantastic leaflets about their chosen places.  
 

We have been exploring maps in Geography and looking at the location of  
certain countries and learning about continents and oceans. Some students 
amazed us with their geographical knowledge.  
 

In ICT we have been looking at the advantages and disadvantages of social  
media and how to stay safe online. 
 
All students in class 3.3 have astounded us with their artistic talents this half 
term. We have used watercolour to recreate seascapes by Turner and Van Gogh. 
Everyone has given this a lot of effort and have created some amazing pieces of 
work. 
 

We all really enjoyed the sports festival last week, with everyone taking part in 
mini golf, boxing, softball, wheelchair games and more. Everyone gave it 110%, 
worked well in a team and had lots of fun. This was a very successful day and  
students have expressed their desire for this to be a day we can all enjoy again in 
the future. 
 

This week we enjoyed a day trip to Twycross Zoo. Behaviour of all students was 
impeccable and we all enjoyed seeing many exotic and wild animals such as  
giraffes, chimps and meerkats. We got to feed the lorikeets and walked through 
the gibbon forest. A lovely end to a great half term. 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Compost Friday:  

We used our teacher’s homemade compost – yes! HOMEMADE compost – and planted cucumber seeds.  If the 

children look closely they can see that the compost is full of bits of food waste. That’s because the compost was 

made from the skins and leftovers of vegetables and fruit from our teacher’s kitchen. She tossed all the leftovers 

into a big tub and let the worms and the other decomposers do their job: to eat the waste and make soil. 

 

 Pupils in 4.1 have been working really hard producing brilliant coursework for their  

 accredited courses. We have to look at money in math's lessons, energy and forces in  

    science and have developed our writing skills in English.  

 

The class worked amazingly hard when we needed to empty the science lab 

ready for the new building work to start and I couldn’t be more proud of the 

way they have coped so well with the change.  

 

The pupils have really enjoyed their golf sessions in their P.E. lessons and   

developing their golf skills. 

 

 

 

All the exams have been completed! 

 

Everyone in team 4.2 worked very hard and can be proud of their outcomes. This half term we have been working 
together to move out of our old classroom ready for the new build. We have been  using the life skill village pods 
to develop our different subjects for next year either moving into Post 16 or for some, going off to college. 

After our exams, we have been planning trips out to build our confidence and visit local areas to practice using 
public transport and work out our timings for travel. In our communication sessions we have built our own ‘radio 
station’ and we have been developing our interview skills with asking and answering questions in a media style. 
We have also had a great sports festival and having a swimming pool in school has been fantastic fun! 

Our Business Breakfast meets are a great success, the next one being on Wednesday 29th June. We have made 
some great connections with different industries who have answered our questions on the world of work. 

We are all really looking forward to the last half term as Year 11 and all feel really positive about moving on to 
our next adventure. 



 

 

 

 

 

This half term Children in the Chestnut Centre have loved diving into the theme ‘Adventures and Holidays’. 

Chestnut 2 class have watched parts of the famous story of “Around the World in 80 Days” and had fun making a 

giant hot air balloon. The class have also looked at rhyming words from the traditional Chinese style poem ‘The 

Magic Paintbrush’.  

 

Chestnut 1 class have explored online maps and physically explored the sea (water) and land (sand!). The class 

have enjoyed dressing up in holiday clothes and in Literacy they have been listening to the story of “Goldilocks 

and the Three Bears” and eating yummy porridge! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have especially enjoyed using the on-site swimming pool, and have had fun promoting our water confidence.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We look forward to our final half term, engaging with the theme ‘Express yourself’.  



 

 

 

 

In Post 16 this term we have been helping with the memorial garden in school. We have been helping put compost 

in the flower beds ready to plant. The HSBC Bank came in and helped us with the memorial garden. 

By Brad A 

 

In Post 16 this half term we have continued to prepare for going to college by making a series of transition visits. 

The students have been inspired by meeting the staff and finding out more about what courses are on offer. Since 
the visits, several students have decided they would like to apply to HoW College ready for September on courses 
such as Introduction to Automotive Maintenance and Repair, Multi-trade Construction and Skills for Living and 

Work. It has been very pleasing to see our students develop their confidence and find courses that really suit their 
skills and strengths. 

 

 

 

 

The lovely volunteers from HSBC came to Rigby to help       

restore our memorial garden and have created something lovely 

for our children to enjoy and go when they need to relax.  

 

A few of our post 16 students, along with children from classes 

3.3 and Rowan also helped with planting in the flower beds and 

varnishing the wood.  



 

 

 

 

This half term the Pastoral Team have enjoyed trips out to Attwell Farm Park. We have taken children on a  

weekly basis to carry out work experience on the Farm. We were made very welcome and the children worked 

very hard cleaning out the animals and working with and alongside the farm staff.  

 

 

We have also taken a group of children fishing to Upton Warren fishing pool. They caught lots of fish and gained 

more experience of how to get the fish out of the water, put bait on the hook and how to hold the fish to return 

them to the water. PC Neil Sharp has also joined the fishing group and gained a lot of support from the children 

about how to catch fish. 

 

 

 

We have also been lucky to welcome The Hub, Bromsgrove to run a weekly Empowerment group, where        

students have been able to take part in discussions. So far we have covered healthy relationships, goals and       

aspirations and keeping healthy. 

 

As Pastoral Team we have moved in to our new pod and already welcomed lots of students for interventions, a 

place where they can regulate and we have also begun our first cooking sessions. This is a very exciting time and 
we cannot wait to see what other exciting experiences we can organise and facilitate throughout the school. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pupils at Rigby Hall School have been involved in lots of fun sports activities this half term. We have had both 

Primary and Second Sports Festivals, Golf, Tennis and Outdoor Adventure Trips, the swimming pool that is here 

at school and external swimming lessons too. Children have participated in activities with enthusiasm and smiles 

on their faces and we are so proud of them all. 

 



 

As a treat for the office team we created ‘Woofie Wednesday’ where they brought in their furry friends. Jess, 

Alfie and Ralph have loved continuing to visit both staff and children! We also had our first visit from Rigby. 

Rigby is 5 months and has just completed his puppy school training. 

 

Thank you to Mr O’Brien who has been working with business’s in the area over breakfast to create some 

amazing connections for Rigby.  

If you or you know someone who’s skills or business may be of interest to Rigby Hall students please take a 

look at www.teamrigby.co.uk for full details.  

Ralph Alfie 

Jess 
Rigby 





 

 

 

 

 




