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Don’t forget to keep 
updated with Rigby 
Hall School on our 

Twitter  
account. 

 
Twitter—

RigbyHsch 

Where we upload 

daily photos and 

tweets.  

Upcoming Dates:  

April: 

25th—First day back  

28th—Daily mile day  

 

 

May: 

11th—Primary Rigby  

sports festival  

18th—Secondary Rigby 

sports festival  

27th—Last day of term  

 

“Valuing every achievement” 

Head: Mrs T Smith 

Tel: 01527 875475 

office@rigbyhall.worcs.sch.uk 

www.rigbyhallschool.com 

Dear Families,  

This half term marked the two year anniversary of the start of the  
pandemic. Those two years have absolutely flown by and taught us an 
awful lot about ourselves, our lives and how much our families and 
friends really matter. As we move out of this, we do so with more cases, 
but with the world opening up to us again and our experiences becoming 
greater.  

This is definitely true in school; now the in-depth, lengthy risk  

assessments are not in place like they were with the segregated 

‘bubbles’, we are able to have the children mixing again, through break 

times, lunches in the hall and assemblies!   

The children have been enjoying their learning under the umbrella theme 

of ‘Amazing Animals’ this half term. They have enjoyed lots of different 

activities and have continued to make good progress. As a staff team we 

are working hard planning for next half term which has the theme 

‘Holidays & Adventures’. You will receive your child’s class newsletter in 

the first week back letting you know what they are doing in each subject.  

We have introduced ‘Woofie Wellbeing Wednesday’s’ as a thank you to 

our hardworking office staff which has also led to increased wellbeing 

throughout the school, with lots of visitors wanting a little bit of animal 

therapy. 

The pupils have enjoyed the reintroduction of many trips, events and  
opportunities this half term. The race for life, participation in Sports 
events and tournaments, visits to the Lickeys, swimming, work  
placements, trip to North Bromsgrove to watch a play, visits to colleges, 
Crufts, and a residential have all taken place which is just fantastic for our 
children and broadens their worlds so much. These experiences are so 
valuable and so I’d like to thank all staff for organising these.  

We are looking forward to having a swimming pool 
on site for two weeks after the holidays! We  
haven’t got a definite date yet, but we will have it 
for the full two weeks and all children will have the 
opportunity to swim!  



I am excited to announce we have a new PTA now. I would like to thank Claire Nowell, Rachel Duncalf, 
Stacey Gough and Gail O’Brien, for their many years of support and fundraising for our children. We 
now welcome Vicky Jackson as Chair, Barbara Wilkes as Vice Chair, Amy Gilbert as Secretary and  
Steve Stone as Treasurer. I believe our social media groups have now been taken over by this new 
group, so welcome to you all and thank you to the exiting team. We are very excited about future plans 
and look forward to announcing a ‘launch’ event very soon.  

On Sunday I have my motorbike ride event!! Huge thank you to Barbara for sorting this for me! I’ve just 
always wanted to ride on the back of a motorbike, but never got around to it?! One of my uncles had a 
Harley and I always thought we had time and I’d go on his, but we sadly lost him before I did this, and 
one of the most moving things was the procession of motorbikes at his funeral. To be a part of this for a 
happy reason means so much to me so thank you to everyone involved, to Lisa for sorting me a  
personalised hoodie, to everyone offering to be part of this, for the organisation and for coming to see 
me if you can! The bikes will leave Sanders Park at 10.15, and pick me up from school via New Road 
and Rigby Lane at 10.45. We are then heading on a drive finishing at Broadway, one of my favourite 
places. I am very excited/nervous so would be good to see some of your lovely faces!  

Rigby Hall students have taken part in producing art for the Salvation Army Easter trial. Over the Easter 
weekend if any families would like to go to the Salvation Army church on Carlyle road they can follow the 
Easter trial around Aston fields and see the children's artwork.  

As it’s the end of term we have some staff movement.  

We say goodbye and good luck to Paula, one of our Lunchtime Supervisors. Paula leaves us for another 

role. Paula has been a great member of the team and I know the children will miss her.  

We also say goodbye and good luck to Sharren. Sharren has been a valuable part of our Pastoral Team. 

Her energy and enthusiasm will be missed by all. Good luck in your new role in Sandwell.  

David Pearce, Teacher in Maple, also leaves us to start a new role in Sandwell. David has worked 

across several classes and has been a valued member of our team. The pupils will miss him and his 

teaching greatly, and especially his love for music and great ability to play this too!  

To all three of you, thank you for everything. Your commitment, time, passion, care for our children and 

loyalty to Team Rigby. We will miss you all.  

To all of our school team, in whatever role they hold, a huge thank you from me for this half term. I fully 

appreciate the pressures you have all been under this half term, with our post Ofsted plans and  

extremely short staffing at times, and yet you all turn up, you all do an incredible job for our children and 

you are always everything that I need Team Rigby to be! Thank you to each and every one of you.  

Thank you to my Governors too. Their support, commitment and efforts are gratefully appreciated, by us 

all. 

Finally, I want to thank you all as our fabulous families. We all wish you all a very happy and relaxing 

holiday together. We will see you all again on Monday 25
th
 April.  

Take care, keep well and thanks as always for your invaluable and continued support.  

 

Tracey 



 

Sapling have enjoyed our theme of ‘Colour’ this half term. 

We have enjoyed walking around the school grounds on a 

colour hunt, using symbols to name different objects around 

the environment. 

We have also been working really hard on our Maths, sorting objects by their colour, completing 

inset puzzles and joining in with number songs and rhymes in forest school.  

We have also enjoyed our PE lessons, 

learning how to kick a ball into a goal and 

dribble a ball along a line with control. Look 

at our super footwork! 



 

Willow class have had another brilliant half term. We have enjoyed so many fun things including a 
science workshop, a gymnastics festival and the race for life, to name a few. We have really enjoyed 
our topic of amazing animals; learning about habitats, features of animals, life cycles and making an-
imal print patterns.  

Gymnastics festival 

Rigby Hall hosted a key stage 1 gymnastics festival where 2 other schools joined our school to take 
part in some exciting activities such as the bars and an inflatable tumble track. We had lots of fun 
and were all very tired afterwards!  

Science experiment  

We did a Science experiment where we made rainbow coloured Easter egg explosions. We used 
baking powder, vinegar and food colouring to make the Easter eggs fizz with different colours.  

Music in forest school 

We have been doing ‘The carnival of the animals’ by 

Camille Saint-Saëns in music looking at different ways 

animals move. We finished the half term by having a 

carnival of our own in forest school where we did an  

animal parade around the forest pretending to be  

different animals. 



 

We have loved learning all about Amazing Animals this half term. We have read ‘The Rainbow Fish’ 

and ‘Elmer the Elephant’ and we enjoyed dressing up as tigers for World Book Day.     

In Science, we have learned all about animal habitats. In Maths we have been learning about 
shapes. We even searched for shapes around the school.  

In R.E. we have learnt all about the Easter Story and have been doing lots of Easter activities for Art 
and D.T. We all enjoyed an Easter egg hunt in Forest school too!   

In P.E, we have learnt how to send a ball to a target with hands and feet and we have been  
practising multi-skills. We are looking forward to more fun next half term with our new topic 
‘Holidays and Adventures’. 

We have celebrated World Book Day focusing on ‘The Smartest Giant in Town’. Children came to 

school dressed as an animal from the story or the Giant. We spent the day completing fun  

activities related to the story. Children used the outdoor area to recognise their phonics. 

Oak class have been to a cloud workshop. 
Children watched as we created clouds from 
water and dry ice. Children really enjoyed 
having a cloud shower and changing the 
smell of the clouds.  

 



 

Wow! We have had a brilliant Spring term.  

 

This term in Rowan class we have really enjoyed our ‘Amazing Animals’ theme. Rowan class have 

been working really hard in class and completed a variety of activities such as exploring various 

animals and their habitats in Science, making animal models in D.T., exploring the story of ‘Rosie’s 

Walk’ in Literacy, learning all about our bodies and how we change when we grow in PSHE and 

exploring and making our own pictograms in computing.  

Rowan class absolutely loved the visit from Cloud Factory. Pupils loved learning and watching 

clouds being formed.  

 

Well done to all the pupils in Rowan class :)  

Miss Brook, Grace and Callum 

 

 

Hazel class went to play Boccia this week at Bromsgrove School. They played in 3 separate teams 

and they all did wonderfully. One of the teams came second getting a silver medal and will be  

representing Worcester in July! We are so proud of all the children who took part.  

 

During this half term we have been exploring different animals and have enjoyed meeting the  

different pets that have come into school, particularly Ruby the therapy dog.  

 

We have produced some aboriginal art work using the technique of dots and have looked at the 

chalk drawings that were made on the cave walls. The children have really enjoyed making their 

own environments based on under the sea, the jungle and the artic using a variety of materials. 

The children also took part in a science workshop which they really enjoyed.   



 

Amazing animals  

Cherry class have really enjoyed this topic. We have read ‘The Gruffalo’ and ‘The Snail and the 
Whale’ in English, studied aboriginal animal art and looked at lifecycles in Science. We even had our 
own pets which we watched go through metamorphosis! 

A few reminders; 

Forest school is Tuesday – Please ensure your child has adequate footwear to change into.  

P.E. day is Friday – please ensure your child comes to school in appropriate clothing.  

Mr Green, Katie, Sam and Milly 

 

Class 3.2 have had an eventful term. They enjoyed 

a visit to football training at Redditch United where 

they enjoyed taking part in some friendly matches 

against each other.  

 

Some of the class also took part in a fantastic trip 

to the Pioneer Centre. Pupils enjoyed climbing,  

abseiling, caving and high ropes courses. Their 

favourite evening was taking part on the inflatable 

course! 

 

In class we have learnt about poetry writing in 

English and weights and measures in Maths. We 

have had lots of fun measuring water, using  

measure wheels to measure different distances 

around school and weights to find out how heavy a 

range of items are in class. 



 
3.1 have worked so hard this half-term. They have really enjoyed our topic on 
Amazing animals, as well as our trip to the Pioneer centre. 

Some pictures of our 

amazing Pioneer trip 

Sewing in Design Technology  Measuring in Maths 

 (length, weight and capacity) 

Jass—Get active, Stay active 

Our project on dogs was a huge success. I had the best homework pieces 
I have ever had! We have loved all your pictures and information. Thank 
you so much for all your support with this. It really has been amazing! 

 

A big well done for this half-term 

From Mrs Ferran, Mrs Giles and RJ 

We are so proud of Michaela 

who learnt to ride a bike! 

Amazing animals  

Race for Life with our amazing parents! 



 

We have all enjoyed poetry in English, exploring poems about animals and then creating our own  

poems using metaphors and similes.  

In Geography we have been looking at weather and climate around the world and how different  

animals are adapted to live in different habitats.  

We have all made an animal soft toy but found the sewing particularly challenging. The finished  
products are great and really worth the hard work.  

 

In R.E. we have been looking at Hinduism and their beliefs. We enjoyed learning about the different 
representations of God.  

In PSHE this term students in 3.3 have been really mature, learning about sex and relationships. This 
also linked with lessons in Science about reproduction. I was very impressed with how grown up class 
3.3 have been doing these lessons. In Citizenship we have also been looking at the dangers of drugs, 
smoking and alcohol.   

 

Class 3.3 really enjoyed a visit to North Bromsgrove High School to watch their wonderful production 
of 'High School Musical.' Some of us loved joining in with the songs. They made us feel very welcome 
and treated us to refreshments too.  

Earlier in the term many students went to Pioneer Outdoor Education Centre. We all had a fabulous 

time, behaviour was impeccable and everyone pushed themselves and tried really hard at all activi-

ties.    

A fab term class 3.3. Well done all.  

This term class 3.3 have been working really hard and have enjoyed completing 

tasks and activities about animals.  





 

All of class 4.1 have been doing excellent work in all their lessons and  
making good progress towards their accredited courses. 

We all really enjoyed dressing up as characters from ‘Lord of the Rings/The Hobbit’ for World Book 
Day. We also read the opening chapter to The Hobbit to look at how character descriptions can be 
written. 

We really enjoyed the science workshop – Cloud Factory. We found out so much about the  
particles that make clouds and loved being able to experience this using our senses. 

 

The Dog Training and Husbandry group went on a trip to Crufts.  

They really enjoyed the day. We got to meet lots of dogs and watch 
exciting displays in the main ring. We also interviewed people who 
participate in various dog sports so that we can use the information 
in our coursework. 



 

4.2 News update  

Spring term 2 

Thank you for following our progress and activities and checking in with us here in 4.2 :) 

 

Wow! What a term…. 

We have developed new links with the business community and used our Communication Skills to 
find out about different career options and how to train in different industries with the Business 
Breakfast on the last Wednesday of each month.  

Trips have started up again and we have been out and about with sports fixtures and visiting the 
local areas which helps our Humanities and Science work for our exams.  

We have been challenging ourselves in Life Skills Challenge sessions to try new things and even 
research and build our version of famous buildings from around the world in Minecraft! 

We are all working towards our final English exam on May 11
th
 and have already completed all of 

the Maths exams with fantastic achievements.  

The chicken house ‘complex’ has been completed and first impressions are positive with the  
residents.  

We all hope you are looking forward to a relaxing Easter break and can’t wait to get back on the 
25

th
 to enjoy the last term of Year 11 at RHS. 

Thanks for reading our update. Please visit www.teamrigby.co.uk for additional information on our 
projects and see how we have developed this term.  
 
4.2 :) 

http://www.teamrigby.co.uk


 

This half term we have been looking at amazing animals and the environments they live in. We have 
enjoyed playing with sand and fake snow, hunting for and sorting the different animals and meeting 
new and exciting creatures. In Chestnut 2 we role played visiting a French Café, tasting foods and  
experiencing being near the French fountains! 

In literacy we have been reading and looking at 

‘Dear Zoo’ and starting to combine two symbols to 

explain the story and putting symbols into a list  

format. Chestnut 2 have also looked at non-fiction 

texts and had a go at writing our own texts about 

our favourite animals.  

We have also enjoyed looking after and 
bathing dolls in PSHE and have begun to 
look at our own baby facial features and 
look at how we have changed.  

Chestnut 2 have learnt about their  
developing bodies and ordering life cycle  
stages.  

We have created some lovely pieces of art work too, experimenting with different ways of dotting to 

make our masterpieces. 



 

Post 16 have started their new business enterprises offering car 

washing services and hot lunches to staff. The students have 

been working on a range of careers based skills including  

costing materials, marketing their business and working on team 

building skills.  

The staff who have used the service have given excellent  

feedback to the students for their efforts!  

 

The students in years 9-13 have been involved in our brand-new business venture to encourage links 

with employers and employees in the local community. Our first business breakfast involved our 

Rigby Hospitality Team, serving bacon rolls, croissants and hot drinks to our guests whilst our  

students had the opportunity to find out more about their jobs and businesses.   

We were so impressed with how well our students engaged and equally we had wonderful feedback 

from our guests. A special mention to our hospitality team Samuel (Post 16) and Joe (4.1) for their 

excellent customer service skills.  

We look forward to holding our next event on 27
th
 April 2022, please see our flyer for more details.  



 

On Friday 1st April we held our Race for Life event for  

children and were able to invite parents/ carers too! 

Each class had a time slot to complete as many laps as they 

could and we cannot believe how well they all did.  

The cakes and refreshments went down a treat raising £275 

and through our donation link we have made a total of 

£698.50 plus £140 gift aid. Making the total £1118!! 

Thank you, as always, for supporting and joining us for these 

events. 

 

To show our support for World Epilepsy Day, children and staff wore as much purple as possible. It 

was great to see so many of you join in, even parents at the gate! 



 

As a treat for the office team we created ‘Woofie Wednesday’ where they brought in their furry 

friends. Jess, Alfie and Ralph have loved making both staff and children smile! 

 

Thank you to Mr O’Brien who has been working with business’s in the area over breakfast to create 

some amazing connections for Rigby.  

If you or you know someone who’s skills or business may be of interest to Rigby Hall students 

please take a look at www.teamrigby.co.uk for full details.  



Pupils who have been awarded the Head Teacher  

Start Award this Term:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Logan Jackson in Sapling class— Logan’s communication has grown and he is using PECs, 

he now uses the toilet, follows instructions well and is engaging more in working activity. Well 

done Logan! 

 

Inaaya Tanveer in Sycamore class—Sycamore nominate Inaaya for her fantastic  

communication work and for her hard work on our animal's topic. 

 

Tommy Tremlett in Willow class— We have chosen Tommy T as our star of the term for  

Willow class. He started at Rigby in September and his behaviour is always excellent and his 

speaking is coming along loads. He is always the first to tidy up when he hears the tidy up song. 

He is a very good friend to all his peers and he works really hard.  

 

Harry Nelmes in Beech class—For using his words to request what he wants in school and  

doing really well with his phonics and letter. 

 

Lucas King in Oak class—For working really hard on his handwriting.  

 

Willow Cawthen in Rowan class—Willow has been working really hard in all subjects this term 

and we are impressed with her work effort. We are particularly impressed with her phonics work 

this term and she has been trying really hard to independently blend unknown words when  

reading. Well done Willow.  

 

Rachel Wilkes in Hazel class— For always helping in class and for the caring way she looks 

after others.  

 

Finley Donoghue in Cherry class— For his progress in reading, writing and maths.  

 

Sebastian Douglas in Maple class—For his excellent attendance in class.  



Pupils who have been awarded the Head Teacher  

Start Award this Term:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Amelia Bedford in 3.1— Millie is absolutely amazing and a delight to have in class. She always 

comes in with a smile on her face and happy to help her peers when they are down or upset. She 

also tackles her fears on the Pioneer trip, we are so proud.  

 

Colby Kendrick in 3.2—For settling well into class, always trying his best and working hard on 

his reading this term.  

 

Bradleigh Bellamy in 3.3—Brad has been working very hard this term. He is working in the 

classroom all of the time and trying really hard to manage his emotions. He has been  

communicating with staff well in order for them to help him when he needs support. Brad has 

great ideas, offers his own views and opinions in discussion and is also very helpful. Brad is  

superstar and we love having him in class 3.3  

 

Lewis Court in 4.1—Lewis only started at Rigby Hall in December but has settled in so quickly. 

He has made good friends in class and is producing brilliant coursework that he should be proud 

of. 

 

Lucas Cole in 4.2—Consistent efforts across his curriculum subjects and having a smile for  

everyone as he puts others before himself. 

 

Maximus Kandola in Chestnut 1—He has settled into the class routine beautifully over the last 

year and is now joining in with 1:1, small group and whole class activities.  Maximus is working 

towards some independent work and has really expanded his literacy and maths skills.  

 He is listening and following instructions and loves coming into school.  Well done Maximus. 

 

Alexander Bakiej Bull in Chestnut 2—Alex has settled really well into Rigby Hall School. Alex 

is now able to spend lots of time in the classroom and helps adults complete 'jobs' when asked. 

Alex makes us smile with his lovely sense of humour and we have seen great progress from his 

short time with us already! 

 

Amy Garrod in Post 16—Amy has gained this award for her effort and determination in all  

subject areas. Amy's confidence when working on careers and vocational studies has really  

improved and she now has some clear goals for her future. Well done Amy! 






