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Dear Families,  

Christmas already?! Considering we have done 15 weeks, they have    

absolutely flown by. 

I am so proud of all of the children for everything they have achieved this 

term. Our youngest people, and new starters throughout school, have all 

settled in so well and have quickly become part of our school family as 

well as Team Rigby and have embraced everything we are about. It has 

been difficult for the children at times this term, with the uncertainty of 

being back in school ‘properly’ and the expectations and work load that 

goes with that, but they have closed gaps that might have occurred over 

the past academic year and are hitting their targets.  

Pupils look so lovely in their uniforms and very smart. Please can I  

re-iterate the importance of them wearing their PE uniforms too, as this   

develops key skills in wearing appropriate clothing and also life skills with 

getting dressed and undressed.  

Watching the children perform their scenes for the Christmas Play has 

really highlighted to us how confident they have all become to perform 

and speak in front of others. They have tried really hard with this and it’s 

been so good to have this bit of ‘normality’ back in the building. The    

video is being edited with each scene seamlessly coming together! Thank 

you to all the staff for working so hard with this.  

 

We have been working hard on our Careers and job opportunities 

throughout this term and getting our pupils to experience and encounter 

jobs that they may wish to pursue in the future. We have pupils emptying 

the bins, working with contractors and our Site manager Jim, in classrooms 

and will be working in our café soon too!  

If any of you feel you could offer an experience to our pupils, mechanics, 

hairdressing (in our salon) plastering, decorating, bricklaying etc, please 

get in touch. We have the facilities now and just need the tutors! We 

would love this to be something we do in conjunction with families and we 

can sort the safeguarding elements out.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you so much to those of you who completed our parental  

survey. I will publish these results in the Spring but there was an  

overwhelming positive response from you all so thank you so  

much for this.  

I am on call until Sunday evening if anyone tests positive and this 

links back in to school. Please keep me up to date over the  

holidays if anyone tests positive too so we can support where  

needed.  

 

This term we say goodbye and good luck to Emma Hughes, Adam Harrison and Abbie Watson, leaving us to 

build on their skills and begin new chapters elsewhere. We wish them all a lot of luck.  

All that is left is to wish you all a very peaceful, happy and healthy Christmas break and we will see you in 

the New Year. Our training days are Tuesday and Wednesday with the children returning on Thursday 6th 

January. Those in Year 7 and above will be tested in school on the 6th where permission has been received. 

If anything changes over the holidays, I will of course be in contact.  

 

Thank you as always for your kindness and support.  

See you in 2022! 

Tracey  



 

 

Swimming - Children in year 6 have been attending weekly swimming lessons to help them improve on their     

swimming. 

Worcester Cathedral - KS4 visited the Worcester Cathedral Fayre.  

Tennis trip - Organised by our PE department, Secondary took a trip to Bromsgrove Tennis Club as their topic this 

term has been tennis. The children were coached by James and worked on improving their skills. 

Snowdome - Sapling class went to the Snowdome to give them a winter wonderland experience in the snow. 

Black Country Museum - Pupils in 4.1 visited the Black Country Museum and enjoyed their famous fish and chips! 

 

 

No pens Wednesday: Children took part in no pens Wednesday using different forms of communication.  

 

Winter Wonderland Day: Organised by our PE and Sport  

Department. 

Friday 10th December was our Winter Wonderland day.  

Everyone had an action packed day with lots of fun 

activities such as an Elf Workshop where we decorated  

biscuits and had hot chocolate. 

2 reindeers came to visit and we did a fun Santa Dash after 

an energetic Christmas wake up shake up.  

 

 

 

  

 

          

 

 

Circus:  

The Circus visited Rigby this term bringing lots of entertainment to the 

children. They had the opportunity to work with the circus crew and 

learn some tricks and skills. 

 

 



 



 

This term in Beech class we have enjoyed exploring our topic ‘Showtime’. We have enjoyed exploring the circus 

through sensory play, role play, creating poems and learning about what the circus was like in the past. We 

even had a visit from The Circus! We had so much fun watching the show, learning circus skills and eating  

popcorn. We were so excited to perform our Christmas play and had been practising really hard, and we  

decorated our hats as part of our costumes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

An eventful half-term with lots going on! All our pupils have done brilliantly and really enjoyed our themed days. 

The run-up to Christmas has been great and we have done lots of crafting to decorate our room! We also            

welcomed Omaar to the team, who has been fantastic! 

Well done to everyone; hope you all have a great Christmas! 

As always, please contact me if you have any questions or queries on jhorne@rigbyhall.worcs.sch.uk or phone the 

school and I will call you back as soon as I can.  

Many thanks, 

James and the Sycamore 

team. 

about:blank


     

    

    

  

Willow class have had         

another brilliant half term. 

We enjoyed so many fun 

things including the circus, 

Winter Wonderland and a 

French themed day.  

   

       French themed day 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The circus came to Rigby where we watched a show then had a go at doing some circus skills ourselves. During 

Winter Wonderland we did wake up shake up, saw some real reindeers and enjoyed festive activities in our very 

own elf pole! Well done Willow class, we are so proud of your hard work this half term!  

 

 

 

 Winter Wonderland   

 

 

 

 

Circus  



 

This term our topic in Oak class has been ShowTime. We had a visit from the circus where we enjoyed watching 

the performers and then learning some new circus skills, including tight rope walking and hula hoop skills. We  

also learnt about the circus owner Pablo Fanque in history. 

We worked extremely hard in English, performing and writing poetry. Our favourite poem has been ‘I’ve got a 

ball of pastry’. Children used playdoh, pancakes and oats to perform the poem for their peers.  

For MFL day Oak class tried a variety of French foods and learnt the French words for head shoulders knees and 

toes.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Well done Oak class! 

 
WOW! What a brilliant start to the Autumn term. 

This term in Rowan class we really enjoyed our Showtime theme. Rowan class have been working really hard in 

class and completed a variety of activities such as making their own puppets in DT, learning about the great 

Pablo Fanque and his importance in the circus world, exploring a variety of poems in Literacy,  

experimenting with light in Science and exploring a variety of poppy artwork and applying this to create some 

beautiful pieces of artwork. 

Rowan class absolutely loved the visit from the circus. Pupils had lots of fun watching the show and learning 

new circus skills. 

We had a MFL day where pupils learnt all about France. They did activities in food sampling, singing French 

songs, learning French words, modelling famous French landmarks and creating their own French flags. 

Pupils worked and practiced really hard for their Christmas Play which they are very excited to  

perform. 

Well done to all the pupils in Rowan class :D  

Miss Brook, Grace and Callum 



 

Happy Christmas from Cherry Class! 

This half term, in our ‘Showtime’ topic we have been  

studying what it is like to be a circus performer. We looked 

at the different acts and what it must be like to perform 

such dangerous stunts! We also looked at the famous  

Victorian circus entertainer Pablo Fanque and the effect he 

had on the advertising.  

In PE we have been performing balances and even tried out 

some circus acts such as juggling and plate spinning when 

the circus came to town! 

In English we have been writing rhyming poems and  

practising performing them in the style of Michael Rosen. 

Our favourite Michael Rosen poem was ‘Fast Food’ including 

the Speedy Hamburger! 

 

In Maths we have been looking at 

symmetry and sequences in shape 

and measure and in number, we have 

been learning to divide using  

apparatus.  

The pupils in Cherry have worked  

really hard all this half term and 

should be very proud of their 

achievements. 

We wish you all a very Merry  

Christmas! 

Mr Green, Simon, Milly and Katie.  

 

 

In Hazel class we have had a very busy half term. We had lots of fun learning about and joining in with the circus. 

We learnt about Pablo Fanque and his amazing dancing horses and created our own posters to advertise the  

circus. We also learnt about light and dark and made shadows with our hands to create different shapes.   

We enjoyed using a variety of different materials to collage our poppies and learnt why they are so important. We 

also learnt about Bonfire Night and made some symmetrical firework pictures and fireworks. During English we 

learnt a variety of poems and performed them, one of our favourites was a poem called 'Oh dear' by Michael 

Rosen.   



 

3.1 really enjoyed completing their first Jass Module, ‘Me and My World’. They worked 

so hard researching the charity ‘Samaritans Shoe box appeal’, talking to students,  

writing letters to ask for donations, collecting shoe boxes, collecting donations, packing 

shoe boxes and finally delivering the shoe boxes.  

Talking to students     Collecting donations    Sorting and packing     Delivering the shoe boxes for Children in Need 

 

Some photo’s of our learning below: 

    Circus Visit              Programming ‘Scratch’                          Cooking                                         Road traffic safety  

 

 

 

Class 3.2 have had a great half term. 

We have enjoyed practicing our tennis skills in PE, programming in ICT and have also enjoyed using money in   

practical situations in our maths lessons. 

One of our favourite activities this half term was watching the circus performers and taking part in the circus skills 

workshop.  We had lots of fun! 

 

Have a lovely Christmas and a Happy New Year! 



 
 
 
 

Class 3.3 have enjoyed learning about Othello this half term. It has been tricky at times but we have enjoyed      
exploring the story line and the characters. We have done some writing about the themes of the play and learned 
about the life and times of William Shakespeare.  
 
In DT we have explored how props are used in plays; particularly in Othello, and looked at the importance of    
Desdemona's handkerchief. Everyone had a go at some cross stitch and experimented with different patterns. 
 
For maths this half term we have worked on our skills with money and time and we look forward to transferring 
these skills into the community when it is safe to do so. 
 
Students continue to enjoy their options and vocational lessons, exploring their interests in greater depth.  
 
Class 3.3 enjoyed a visit to the local tennis club recently where they had the opportunity to have a tennis lesson 
from a tennis coach, James and work on their skills.  
 
More recently class 3.3 students have enjoyed getting involved in Christmas activities particularly rehearsing and 
producing their scene for the Christmas play and filling their video for the school advent calendar.  
 

Class 3.3 would like to wish all of our wonderful families a very happy Christmas and 
wish you all a happy new year! 

 

 

 

Gracie really liked club. 

We worked really hard on our Christmas play and song and Hazel really liked it! 

Ryan really liked the drums and microphones in music. 

Tawny liked her reading books. 

Harry W liked his review and speaking with Mum and Dad. 

Jajuan and Hazel liked using iPad in computing. 

Dan really liked making 3-D shape models – they were very complicated! – He helped his classmates with their 

models too. 

Seb liked our sound science experiment. 

Praneeth read his phonics very well. 

Terrilea really liked singing and dancing – especially to Michael Jackson’s Thriller! 

Jaiden is new to the class and is doing great in Maths. 

 

We hope you have a very Merry Christmas and a peaceful New Year! 



Everybody in 4.1 has been having such a great half term!  

 

All the pupils have been making excellent progress in their accredited   

courses. 

We really enjoyed our trip to the Black Country Living Museum to take part 

in their Manufacturing at Work Day. We got to experience so many exciting 

things including a pit stop challenge on a Formula One car and casting our 

own spanners out of pewter. 

We also had an amazing time on our trip to Worcester Cathedral to see the 

sensory Christmas tree that we created on display as part of the Christmas 

Tree Festival. It was wonderful to see the beautiful and interesting designs 

and knowing we were part of that. We were also able to look around the 

Victorian Christmas Market to compare the religious and   

social aspects of Christmas. It was lovely to see all in 4.1     

being so polite when conversing with stall holders and     

making purchases. 

 

We all worked so hard during our Christmas wreath making 

workshop and this paid off as we created some beautiful 

wreaths. 

What a wonderful time of the year! 

 

 

Class 4.2 have had a festive run up to the end of term in 2021 by enjoying the Key Stage 4 trip to Worcester  

Cathedral and then having lots of fun visiting the Christmas market. All of the class members have worked  

extremely hard with exam preparation and should be very proud of their progress.  

Year 11 have developed the approach to Rigby Hall that shows they are ready to either move to a college course 

or continue in Post 16. They really are becoming a strong team and supporting each other.  

Look out for the star performances in the Christmas production as dancers, stage managers and fantastic prop 

makers. They all had a positive approach to taking part.  

Wishing everyone a happy festive holiday and a positive 2022 from all in Class 4.2! 

Mr O’Brien 



 

 

 

      

 

We enjoyed some really fun theme days this term. As food, 

glorious, food was our first topic we used this as an excuse to 

try lots of different foods and had a fabulous Caribbean 

tasting day. We also tried new foods and fruits in class. 

The circus came to Rigby Hall!! We had a super-duper day watching the 

show, eating popcorn and trying the activities ourselves. I think some of us 

found we had a flair for plate spinning!!! 

We also had a “muy bien” French day. We tried different foods such as croissants, crepes and baguettes. 

The children then decided what they wanted with it (jam, chocolate or marmalade). We then grouped 

the items that we liked and the ones we disliked. 

We are all looking forward to Christmas and are busy getting ready and sparkly!!  



 

 
 
 
 
 

Post 16 have been working hard this term making a product. Some students have worked on making   
outdoor furniture, and others chose to create an art project. Everyone has worked on this and really       

enjoyed all aspects of the project.  
 

Students are starting to think about work experience that will hopefully begin for everyone in the new   
exciting times ahead! 

 

Students have also focused on completing modules this term on speaking in English and money in maths. 
We are looking forward to transferring these skills out into the community when it is safe to do so.  

 

Students have been volunteering around school; supporting younger students, ensuring the outside area 
is maintained and looking clean and tidy and also helping to pack the 200 food hampers that were sent 

home earlier this week.  
 

They also enjoyed creating props for the Christmas play and making a ‘driving home for Christmas’ 
themed video for the advent calendar to be sent out to the whole school.  

 

It has been a busy term and we look forward to continuing the hard work in the new year.  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We would like to wish all of our wonderful families a very Merry Christmas and a 

happy New Year xxx 



 

 

 

This half term the Pastoral Team have enjoyed joining in with the circus, where we gave out popcorn to everyone 

who wanted some, Winter Wonderland, where we ran Elf Pole and served all of our lovely children hot chocolate, 

they all had a biscuit and decorated them with Christmas fun too.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We also set up some activities that children come to; these include Breakfast club, cooking group and arts and 

crafts. The children who come to these joined in and we have watched them become more confident, which in 

turn has made them more independent and are happy to try new experiences. 

 

 

 

As a Pastoral Team we are her to support children who might be finding it difficult to access their lessons or are 

struggling with their emotions on a day to day basis. 

 

We wish everyone a wonderful Christmas and a Happy New Year! 



 
 

 
 

 

A special thank you to the PE and Sport Department this 
term for organising lots of fun trips and days this term for 
our children! Thank you to Emma Shelton and Charlotte 
Brookes for a festive wake up shake up, Santa dash and 
organising real reindeers to visit us here at Rigby hall. For 
creating a fantastic ‘White’ Christmas during our Winter 
Wonderland day and getting us all in the Christmas spirit! 

 

 

Winter Wonderland  

 

Friday 10th December was our Winter Wonderland day. Everyone had an action packed day 

with lots of fun activities such as an Elf workshop where we decorated biscuits and had hot 

chocolate; 2 reindeers came to visit and we did a fun Santa Dash after an energetic       

Christmas wake up shake up.  

 

Bromsgrove Tennis Club  

 

This half term Secondary’s topic has been Tennis. Our classes have had the opportunity to visit Bromsgrove Tennis 

club and be coached by James. We look forward to working with this local facility again in the future. 

 

BTEC Sport group visit Redditch United 

 

Wednesday 24th November our BTEC sports group visited Redditch United to assist 

with their first assignment. We looked at the different jobs around the football club, 

spoke to tutors from HBVC about their vocational courses and we got to watch their 

students in a football match.  

 

PP Sports Festival  

 

This half term some pupils from Willow, Beech and Oak class visited Bromsgrove Hockey Club. Leaders from South 

Bromsgrove put on lots of fitness stations for our pupils to take part in. We 

had lots of fun and learnt lots of new skills. 



Pupils who have been awarded the Head Teacher  

Start Award this Term:  

 

Emelia in Sapling class; Emelia has made amazing progress this term. She struggled with transitions at the 

start of the year; however, now she will happily transition between the different areas of the school when asked. 

Emelia has worked really hard on her attention and listening skills. She will now independently access activities 

of interest for longer periods of time and also works really hard in task with her class staff. Fabulous work this 

term Emelia, all of sapling class are extremely proud of you.  

 

Freddie in Sycamore class; Freddie has earned this Star award this term for settling in so well to his new 

school and new class. Well done Freddie! We are so proud of you and cannot wait to see what you achieve next 

term! 

 

Clayton in Willow class; Clayton struggles with transitions and could sometimes take him up to an hour to 

come back to the classroom from the playground. He will now come back to the class much quicker. He also 

struggled to engage in classroom activities and working with his teachers. He will now work with his teachers 

when asked and will sometimes approach his teachers and ask to do his work. Well done Clayton! 

 

Amy in Beech class; For always trying really hard with her work and having an amazing start to the year! She 

is always willing to do her work and help when asked. Well done Amy! 

 

Callum in Oak class; Callum has settled in so well at Rigby Hall. We are also amazed by his solo  

performance in the school play! Congratulations Callum! 

 

Kenzy in Rowan class; Kenzy has become a much more independent learner this term and has been trying 

really hard in class. Kenzy has been able to share some great ideas and answers during discussion with his 

classmates. He has also produced some incredible pieces of work. We are very proud of you Kenzy. Well done 

and keep up the good work.  

 

Mia in Hazel class; For becoming a great member of the Rigby Hall team! Working well in class and making 

lots of new friends. Well done Mia! Hazel class is very proud of you! 

 

Dakota in Cherry class; Dakota has settled into year 6 brilliantly. She comes straight into the classroom  

every morning and is one of the first to have completed her Maths and Handwriting work, and then starts her 

Reading! She is working particularly hard in her Maths and Reading. Well done Dakota! 

 

William in Chestnut 1; For joining in more activities with his peers and beginning to self-regulate when       

necessary. He is beginning to accept and respond to new activities and he really likes our puppet called  

Pistachio. Well done William! 

 



Pupils who have been awarded the Head Teacher  

Start Award this Term:  

 

Hazel in Maple class; For excellent leadership and friendship skills. Her performance and sing-

ing for the school play has also been incredible. Well done Hazel! 

 

Kurt in 3.1; Kurt has really impressed me with his progress in reading. He reads every day and 

is trying more challenging texts all the time. He reads at home and has requested more books of a 

weekend. Kurt has really turned his behaviour around and started to make really good choices. We are 

so proud of how hard he is working towards daily rewards. Well done! 

 

Reggie in 3.2; For working hard in all of his lessons, working independently and being a helpful 

member of our class. Well done Reggie, we can’t wait to see what you achieve next term! 

 

Alfie in 3.3; Always tries hard and challenging himself. He has been trying very hard with his   

independent writing and adding in appropriate punctuation. Alfie always listens well and is focused     

during class discussion and participates fully.   

 

Jessica in 4.1; For settling in so well in her new class and making great new friends. For also 

making a fantastic start on her courses, and working hard towards great achievements.  

 

Allex in 4.2; Allex has been amazing with completing her college application and being offered a 

place to study Animal care at Kidderminster college with 2 days a week at West Midland Safari Park. 

Allex has also started her Bronze Duke of Edinburgh award with an outside provider in Birmingham. 

This has allowed her to meet new people and develop her confidence.  

 

McKenzie in Chestnut 2; For listening well to all of his adults and following instructions.   

McKenzie is doing well responding to his TEACHH task board and is becoming a more independent 

learner because of this. McKenzie is also a kind friend to those in his class and helps others when 

needed.  

 

Demi in Post 16; For working really hard with her work and conducting herself in a mature    

manor.  

 

Nadim in Post 16: For always trying really hard with his work and putting 100% in everything he 

does. For being kind and considerate and a good friend to all.  

 

 

 

 






