
 

Mental Health Day & saying goodbye to Mick our Site Manager: 

Team Rigby went #HelloYellow to raise awareness for Mental Health. The school turned yellow, every child 

planted a daffodil, there were happy masks, yellow hand and footprints and the most amazing atmosphere 

around school. Thank you to our Pastoral Team for such a great day! 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

We also said Goodbye to the legend, Mick, our Site Manager. After 13 years with #TeamRigby, it’s time to 

hand over the many keys & jobs & take a well deserved, well earned rest! Mick, we wish you the happiest & 

healthiest retirement. Thank you from the bottom of our hearts we will all miss you.  

We also did a Wake up– Shake up for Mick. All pupils and staff joined in singing and dancing as well as  

classes handing over retirement cards pupils had made for him.  

https://twitter.com/hashtag/TeamRigby?src=hashtag_click


 

This half term class 3.3 have been busy trying out new things.  

We have been learning about healthy food and last week baked some healthy muffins.  

Not everyone wanted to try them as they contained carrots! We have also tried many different  

fruits as well as learning about how to prepare them.  

In Art we have been looking at still life and focusing on the work of Wayne Thiebaud. We have tried to recreate 

some of his work as well as drawing cupcakes and getting to eat them afterwards.  

We have been looking at important topics in Personal Development such as bullying, respect and peer pressure. 

We have designed posters for a local charity raising awareness of knife crime and hope to win the poster  

competition. We have enjoyed Music lessons with Mr Pearce and have loved having a go with the ukuleles.   

Pupils have begun to get involved in various options and Vocational lessons. Some pupils are taking part in bike 

maintenance, looking after animals, Music and Performance or Arts. This is going well and the majority of pupils are 

pleased with their choices and really enjoying trying new things.  

For Mental Health day we got messy creating yellow handprints and found discussion very beneficial to help us  

understand emotions and what we can do when we are feeling down. Class 3.3 have proven they are great friends, 

are helpful and support each other when needed. Well done Class 3.3 for a great first half term.  

Emma, Mark and RJ 

 

In R.E. the class have learnt a range of facts about the Jewish faith and have enjoyed sampling traditional foods, 

creating their own artefacts and learning about the signs and symbols used in the religion. 

As part of their Literacy work the pupils have created their own diary entries and have written letters from the point of 

view of both George and Grandma in George’s Marvellous Medicine. 

In Maths the class have worked on their addition and subtraction skills, number recognition and their number bonds 

through both practical and pencil tasks.  

The class have really enjoyed their Fun Filled Fridays this term taking part in a range of activities such as music,  

football, visiting the hair salon and taking care of the guinea pigs. They have also really enjoyed their visits from  

Ruby the therapy dog for Friday reading sessions. 

Class 3.2 have had a fabulous start to the new school year. 

Over this term 3.2 have enjoyed taking part in lots of creative activities, such as music,  

artwork in the style of Wayne Thiebaud and they have really enjoyed our cooking sessions! 



 

Mr O’Brien has asked us to include the most fun elements in our update, so we have made a list.. 

- Our Maths topic this term was Time and Calendar (we really enjoyed this). 

- Our Reading for Information skills are getting so much better (so Mr O says). 

- Taking part in professional Rugby training for our PE. 

- Working on lots of different topics in Vocational and Option classes. 

- Really finding out about possible Career and College pathways. 

Thank you to all the wonderful people that work with us in 4.2! 

  

“Wow, what an amazing start to Year 11. Everyone has really put in their best efforts 

to achieve fantastic results and progress in your exam courses”. – (Mr O’Brien 2021) 

We have had so much fun taking part in the themed days at school and are looking forward to the half 

term break to recharge ready for our Christmas ‘run up’ when we change the topics we will be  

studying. 

Pupils in 4.1 have had an excellent start to the school year. They have all settled  

in very well and have been completing some excellent work.  

We have started to complete work towards our accredited courses in English, Science, Maths and  

Humanities this is a big step for our pupils and they are doing themselves proud.   

We have also completed a Mask Making unit towards the Skills for Living and Work qualification in our 

creative arts sessions which has produced some great pieces ready for Halloween!  

The class are embracing their responsibilities looking after the rats and the chickens which is great to 

see.  

The theme days that we have been lucky enough to experience this  

half term have been thoroughly enjoyed by all in 4.1, we particularly  

enjoyed Tyler wearing a yellow dress for the Mental Health Day.  

 



 

The children in the Chestnut Centre have settled well into our new school 

year. Our topic has been “Food, Glorious Food.” The children have been  

looking at what foods are good and bad for us and have had lots of fun  

painting with various vegetables in Art.  

We have been growing cress and other plants in our Forest School area and 

during our Science lessons, we have learnt that our plants need sunlight and 

water to help them to grow.  

Chestnut 1 children have been practising their communication skills in Literacy and have particularly  

enjoyed playing the “button game.” Chestnut 2 children have been looking at instructions and have been 

amazing at learning “bossy” words in their literacy lessons.  

 

     

Volunteering and Work Experience 

This term, Post 16 have settled in really well and have formed a very supportive close-knit team. They look 

out for each other, and work brilliantly together.  

As part of their Duke of Edinburgh Award and their Skills for Living and Work qualification, they have been 

busy doing a variety of work experience tasks around the school; litter picking, sweeping and tidying,  

clearing up in Forest School, construction work, cleaning the Pods and gardening around the Post 16 area.  

They are rapidly growing in confidence and independence with these tasks and we are very proud of their  
achievements. We have a lot of exciting future plans, too, for work experience. 






