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Diary Dates 

November 2021  

1st        Teacher Training    

Day  

2nd      Children return to 

school  

 

4th        Nasal flu spray:  

           Reception to year 11 

 

19th      Children in Need  

 

December 2021  

17th     Last Day of Term  

Dear Families,  

I hope you are all well and healthy. We have reached the end of our 

first half term of this academic year and I think it’s safe to say  

everyone is tired from all the hard work! 

Congratulations to all our new members of Team Rigby for completing 

their first half term; our reception children, our new children and even 

our new staff! You have all done so well and settled so quickly that it 

feels like we’ve always been together!  

All the children have been working on the theme of ‘Food Glorious 

Food’ and enjoying all the learning and opportunities that go with that. 

We even managed to get a visit from an ice cream van, which was a 

postponed treat from July last year! Our oldest pupils have excelled in 

their first exam papers and had a real confidence boost from their 

scores. Despite the past 18 months, it’s been clear to see that the  

pupils have managed this time really well and their achievement and 

attainment has remained on target or above. We are so proud of them 

all and especially thankful to our amazing staff for keeping the learning 

going through periods of time away from school with our online/remote 

learning offer. 

Before the number of cases increased, we managed to take part in a 

Sports tournament. I’d like to thank the staff who enabled this to  

happen. We look forward to participating in more tournaments, events 

and trips after half term. 

As you will be aware from my communication we have had a tricky time 

with COVID under the new guidance and also the adapted guidance that 

we have to follow in Special Schools that is slightly different to  

mainstream. We have closed classes with total agreement from Public 

Health and our Governors for a few days.  

The rationale for this was firstly guidance; 2 cases or more is considered 

an outbreak in our setting, but mainly because we were correctly  

predicting the spread via the transport or nature of the children, and so 

the few days, or even day closure or suspension of transport gave us the 

ability to test pupils and have the negative cases back in school within 24 

to 48 hours and keep the asymptomatic cases isolated so that a spread 

was reduced.  

Thank you so much to you all for kind and supportive comments,  

they really are, and always are appreciated.  



You may have seen from our Twitter that we are nearing completion of the Life Skills Village. We have had the 

‘boggy’ end artificially grassed to enable another area to play on in the rain, as our children love the rain! We have 

had the new fitness suite completed. We had to build another one with a pitched roof due to the pupils being too 

tall!! The original fitness suite is now a Training Centre for us to hold Parent/Carer groups in, train ours and other 

staff, and is also a café so our pupils can serve staff and those having meetings and training with us. The Pastoral 

Centre has hit some delays, but the covered decking area is complete and the cabin will be completed by  

Christmas. Our most exciting installation has been the crossing that went in yesterday! Once this is tarmacked in 

two weeks, the children will have a real life crossing to use. Those playing on the daily mile on the bikes and 

scooters will have to take notice of the red light, and those wishing to cross will have to wait for the green man! 

The sound effects with it are amazing too and we can’t wait to offer this life skill to all our children. 

This half term we have said Good bye to a couple of members of the team. We wished Mick our Site Manager all 
the best when he retired a couple of weeks ago. Mick has been a loyal and hardworking member of the team and 
more than deserves the rest and relaxation of his retirement. He will be greatly missed and already is! We wish 
him all the best and thank him for his time here.  

We have appointed Jim McHugh as his replacement who will join us from November 8th. 

 

Today, we also say Goodbye and Good Luck to Linda Ward who  
currently works in Chestnut. Linda has worked here for several years and 
leaves us for a new adventure. We would like to thank Linda for her time, 
her loyalty and commitment to our children and wish her the best. We will 
miss you.  

I’d like to publicly thank my amazing team. Everyone, in whatever role at Rigby Hall offers the children the very 

best; their time, their commitment, their loyalty, their understanding and their passion. They work when they aren’t 

feeling 100% (not COVID!!), they work from home and ensure learning takes place when they may have COVID! 

Your children are our children too, and our staff – classroom, office, kitchen, site, Health, SaLT, and any other 

professional or service that supports us -  enable them to receive the very best opportunities, learning and  

environment that is possible. To every single one of you, thank you. Please rest, relax and recharge over the next 

week. 

I am on COVID call until Sunday, so please notify me of any positive cases over the weekend. My number is 

07935 223378. I will then inform close contacts of the advised PCR test. Please let me know in the week though if 

you or your child tests positive so I can keep a track and check you are all ok.  

Next week we are running our first holiday club. This is for a particular cohort of children and funding was  

allocated only last Thursday! We are hoping that this will be the start of holiday clubs and that we can open this 

out to more pupils in the near future.  

Thank you to all of you. I hope that you have a lovely week together and if you need anything, please get in touch.  

Take care, keep safe and keep well.  

Tracey  



   Uniform & Lost property 

Please ensure your child comes into school wearing correct school uniform  

We have property handed in to the office daily that is unnamed. Please can we remind you to name 

all your child’s belongings, including all clothing and shoes worn on ‘Non school uniform days’. 

If your child comes home missing any items please either contact their class teacher or email  

Office@rigbyhall.worcs.sch.uk to see if we have anything handed in.  

           Shoe Donation  

We have kindly been gifted two pairs of footwear.   

A pair of girls black size 6 school shoes & a pair of black and pink trainers size 6 - both brand new, in 

the boxes.  

If you would be interested in having these for your child, please give the office a call as we would like 

them to be of use to a family.   

 

Worcester Warriors Rugby sessions 

Every Friday throughout this half term 4.2 have received Tag Rugby lessons from Worcester Warriors.  

The sessions have allowed students to improve on a range of skills whilst being inspired by one of their very 
own ladies’ players.  

 

National fitness 

It was National Fitness Day on Wednesday 22
nd

 September. We planned some fun and energetic  
activities throughout the day, including a fitness circuit on the MUGA. Classes were encouraged to do their 
lessons in as many practical ways as possible like using the phonics track for their phonics lessons.  



Sapling class have settled in 

really well to their first half term 

of school.  

We have been learning to play 

alongside and with our new 

friends.   

We have been learning to develop 

our fine and gross motor skills, 

from using a cup and cutlery at 

snack and lunch time, as well as 

learning to build towers to watch 

how they balance (and fall) and 

use tools in dough.   

We have had lots of fun in our 

Forest School area,  

especially enjoying mud sliding! 

We have also been working hard on sharing toys and  

activities with our peers.  We are supported by our turn 

taking photo board to help us understand we have to 

share and wait our turn.   

 

We are looking forward to many more adventures in  

Saplings over the next year.  

 



 

Willow class have worked really hard this half term in all areas of the curriculum. Everyone has settled 

in brilliantly and we are very proud of all the children. Pupils have really enjoyed using the flat in the life 

skills village every Monday afternoon. They have been Practising washing up, hoovering and making 

the beds. They have planted seeds in Science and have enjoyed watching them grow over the past 2 

weeks. Some are now 30cm tall! In cooking, Willow class have made sandwiches, practised spreading 

skills and have recently made our own bread. Pupils have also enjoyed doing their music lessons in 

Forest School.  

Well done Willow class!  

 

So the first half term draws to a close already! It’s been a real challenge not just for Sycamore, but the 
whole school as we continue to battle our way through the pandemic. A huge well done to all! 

The children have been amazing and worked hard not just to settle in and forge new friendships but  
also with all the activities and tasks that adults have thrown their way! 

We’ve had few timetable changes: 

PE – Thursday mornings 

Forest school – Friday mornings 

As always, any queries or concerns, please call or e-mail me.  

Many thanks, 

James and the Sycamore team. 



What a brilliant first term! 

The children have enjoyed our topic ‘food glorious food’ this term, we 
have been incorporating food in our lessons and learning about where 
different foods come from.  

The children have been learning about the harvest, making bread and 
reading stories such as ‘The Very Hungry Caterpillar’ and ‘The Little 
Red Hen’. The children have looked at the work of the artist ‘Giuseppe  
Arcimboldo’ and created their own fruit faces. They have listened to 
the story about Ruby Bridges for Black History Month, the children 
talked about bravery and decorated their own shields. In Maths  
children have learnt about space and capacity, and have been pouring, 
measuring and weighing ingredients whilst also completing number 
recognition activities.  

Next term Beech class have Forest school on a Tuesday and PE on a 
Wednesday morning (the children can come into school already 
dressed in their outdoor clothes if this is easier but they will need 
their uniform after to change into!) Our topic will be ‘Show Time’.  

Have a good break- The Beech Class Team 

We hope they are enjoying their time in Beech Class!  

Miss Watson, Abbi and Chloe.  



 

We have been able to use these skills in our Science lessons. In Science we have planted wild flowers 

and each week children take turns to look after the plant, ensuring they have enough water and are 

placed in sunlight to help them grow. We have completed an observation, looking for stems, leaves and 

roots. We have also measured plants to see how much they have grown each week. We have then rec-

orded our findings in a booklet. We are all very proud of how the plants have grown!  

Well done Oak class.  

 

Oak class have settled well into their new class. This term we have been working  

really hard on our writing skills, making sure we are using spaces between words, 

capital letters and full stops in the correct places.  

Rowan class have had a fun filled term focusing on the topic of 'Glorious Food'. We have incorporated the 
theme of 'Glorious Food' across the curriculum. Some of the highlights in Rowan class this term are;  

Exploring Roald Dahl's revolting recipes in literacy and making their own gruesome recipes; exploring the 
artist Guiseppe and Arcimbolde and making self-portraits out of fruit; looking at the process of farm to 

fork; and making a variety of healthy foods in cooking such as fruit salads, pizza and bread. 

Next term our topic is 'Showtime'. We hope you have a lovely half term and well done Rowan class for 
your brilliant work this term. 

   Pupil job opportunity in school — Librarian  

Pupils at Rigby Hall School have the chance to apply for a Librarian job. Applications have been sent to 

staff this week and those pupils interested can have a think over the Half Term and hand in the  

completed forms after the holidays.  

Please mention to your child to see if they would like to learn more about having extra responsibilities 

around school. This can be any children in any classroom! 



 

 

 

 

     Cherry class have loved the half term topic of ‘Plants.’  

     We have learnt the names of the different parts of plants, how plants get pollinated and what types  
of fruit are available to us all year round.  

     To finish off our DT topic – fruits and vegetables from around the world - Cherry class designed, 
 made and ate fruit salads.  

 

In Hazel class this half term we have tried lots of different fruits to create our own fruit salads. We 

looked at where the different fruit came from, the type of weather it needs to grow and what fruit we 

grow in England.  

We have really enjoyed our music lessons with Mr Pearce and enjoyed Mr Horne coming into class 

to play the djembe drum.  

We have also been learning about instructions and have made our own jam sandwiches as well as 

making toast. 

We have also had lots of fun in Forest School exploring the different plants and trees.  

We cannot wait for next Term! 

Hazel Class 



 

Visiting AFMS Football Tournament  

 

Rigby Hall’s own KS2 football team took part in a football tournament at Aston Fields Middle School recently 

where they played 4 games against other schools to win a trophy.  

 

 

AllPlaySolutions provided us with amazing football kits & BennettsBoots made sure everyone had a shiny 

pair of boots to play in! 

 

 

 

 

We are so proud of the group that represented Rigby Hall in the first  

competitive tournament of the year.  

 

#TeamRigby might not have taken home the trophy this time but  

everyone involved had a great time. We can’t wait until next year! 

 

Hello and welcome to Maple class from Mr Pearce, Sam and Louise. 

  

We run in Key Stage 4 with a bespoke curriculum following an AQA programme, focusing on  
communication, functional skills in English & Mathematics and thematic based learning.  

PE is on Mondays, so please bring in kit for that day. 

 

Our two themes this term are Food, Glorious Food and Showtime. We shall be exploring these 
themes throughout our lessons. We like practical activities very much and will be working hard to  
create content and enjoy our learning. 

 

We are very much looking forward to having a brilliant rest of the year! 

Maple Team  



 

Children have enjoyed movement breaks in the  

movement room. 

        

A big thank you for all your support this  

half-term, we are looking forward to the next  

half-term.  

Kelly Ferran, Faye and Tassy 

 

Reading to the therapy dog Ruby on a Friday. 

   
 

 

 

 

    

 

Kurt and Lewis were the first 2 children to 

receive their free books from reading 10 

times at home. 

     

We had an amazing Roald Dahl day! We  

completed so many fun activities. The favourite 

was making exciting potions based on George’s 

Marvellous Medicine (we used exploding coke/

lemonade to add to our mixtures). 

       

In cooking we have made a range of  

healthy/un-healthy foods to discuss and  

compare. Children have worked really hard on 

their cooking skills, we hope you enjoyed the 

products (if they made it home!). 

              

Children are working very hard on our 

shoe box appeal for our Jass award. 

Thank you to all the parents that have 

sent in shoe boxes. Children have 

worked hard to create letters to ask for 

donations to start filling them. If you 

have any donations of toys, drawing 

items, stickers, clothes (no liquids or 

foods) that would be very much  

appreciated. Lewis has kindly donated 

colouring books and crayons. 


