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TWITTER 
 

Don’t forget to keep 
updated with Rigby 
Hall School on our 

Twitter  
account. 

 
Twitter—

RigbyHsch 

Where we upload 
daily photos and 

tweets.  

Upcoming Dates:  

 

March 2021 

31st        Break up for  
    Easter Holidays  

 

April  

1st          TED  

2nd        Good Friday  

19th       Return to  
       school  

 

May 

3rd         Milk starts  

Dear Families, 

So we’re a year down the line, and despite all of it, the past couple 
of weeks have been the toughest by far! What has made it slightly 
easier is your support, kind words and understanding around  
decisions that have to be made, and that really I am not qualified to 
make! I’m education and not medicine, so all decisions are based on 
guidance and the overriding priority and need to keep all the  
children, all the staff and all of you as our families safe and well. 

To have had to close 3 bubbles in quite quick succession was really 

awful, especially in the timeframe, and with two happening in the 

same weekend. Thankfully those who were positive and had the  

virus only had it mild and these cases remained within the classes so 

it wasn’t as bad as it could have been in terms of being a more  

widespread infection. Thank you to staff and families for testing as 

this is how we prevented further spread of the infection. We did 

however have children testing positive on Days 10 and 11, in each 

bubble, even after being in isolation. This does not mean that anyone 

else in the family did anything ‘wrong’ but it can take this period of 

time for a contact to show symptoms, hence the isolation time, so if 

someone tests positive at this late stage it can be that this has taken 

this long to show in them.  

I’d like to apologise for the occasions where I kept a bubble or class 

closed for an extra day. This is certainly not an easy decision to make 

but we have prevented the virus getting in to school in this way when a 

child did test positive on day 11.  

So I apologise for the inconvenience of the extra 

day but hope you understand I’d much prefer to 

keep children away for one extra day than open 

to all, have this feeling of it not being as safe as it 

could be, there being a positive case, and then 

having to put you straight back into isolation 

again for another 10 days.  



Whilst I know it’s not government guidance, experience has shown that where we thought this 

was the case before, it was the right decision and prevented a back to back isolation. I can only 

use the negative results I get in to make those decisions so where there is any room for doubt, I 

will always choose to keep the children safe so my apology is around the inconvenience to  

yourselves rather than around ensuring the safety of our children. 

Also, a lot of our cases have been asymptomatic and so the testing process has been vital in  
stopping the virus from coming into the building. Whilst I recognise and understand the testing 
is voluntary, it’s such a close proximity that we work in, in schools, that we have definitely been 
kept a lot safer due to people’s willingness to work with us and keep us as safe as is possible. 
Thank you to you all for that. 

The children have continued to work hard in school and online. The children’s data and progress 
we are seeing is positive in relation to the amount of school time they may have missed and the 
efforts they and the staff are putting in to catch up on key skills. The themes are continuing to 
inspire the children and the atmosphere and work ethic in the building remains as positive and 
well-paced as ever. 

Due to the amount of cases we have seen in the past few weeks, I do not feel that we are yet 
ready to do after school clubs. This is because this just gives us another ‘close’ group, alongside 
the classes and bubbles we have. We are trying hard where possible to minimise the contacts 
where we can so that when there are cases we hopefully don’t have to close full bubbles. We are 
trying to do this by coupling up classes in the bigger bubbles, where possible. 

As we go towards our Easter holiday, we hope that everyone keeps safe. Please notify me of any 
suspected symptoms and/or if you are taking your child for a test. My work number is 07935 
223378 or email covid@rigbyhall.worcs.sch.uk This is particularly important up to 6.00pm on 
Friday evening as I have to track back 48 hours from suspected symptoms or a positive test  
result so up to this time includes the final day of school and transport home.  

If there are any suspected cases within the holiday, please let me know of these too so that I can 
support where needed and know that everyone is ok. Your child will be coming home with  
testing kits for the holidays if they are in Year 7 or above. Please can they continue to test on 
Mondays and Thursdays throughout the holiday and I will continue to send the results form link 
through via text. I’m guessing it won’t be quite as early as the before work texts, but I will send 
them in the mornings! 

Please test them on: 

Thursday 1st April Monday 5th April 

Thursday 8th April Monday 12th April 

Thursday 15th April Monday 19th April 

 



 

Today we say some fond goodbyes to some of our staff. 

We say Good bye and Thank you to Vicky Wilday in 
Chestnut Centre. Vicky has worked with us for a long 
time and has been a very loyal part of our team. We will 
miss Vicky and all that she brings to the school and thank  
her for her hard work and efforts over this time. 

We also say Goodbye to Sarah Duffin from Chestnut. Sarah also runs her own business ‘Steps’ 
and we have no doubt that she will make a huge success of this as it takes off. We also thank  
Sarah for her hard work and efforts during her time with us. 

We say Goodbye to Karen Harrison in Key Stage 4. Karen worked at Rigby Hall years ago and 
also returned more recently. We thank Karen for her loyalty and commitment to our school and 
its ethos. Karen will be sadly missed with her communication and signing skills as well as her 
parent liaison work and everything else! 

We say a fond farewell to Mr Moyle. Mr Moyle has been an outstanding practitioner, team  
player and all round valued member of staff who is always quick to offer help, support  
colleagues and pupils and offers an attentive listening ear for pupils in need of regulation. His 
commitment to DT within the school has been phenomenal and we will miss him and  
everything he has brought to our team. 

To all these members of staff we thank you for your time with us, we all wish you well and send 
our best wishes for the future. 

We welcome permanently Jayne Moran who is currently teaching in Rowan class and will be 
joined after the holiday by Teachers, David Green and Abbie Weston, Teaching Assistant Clare 
Neal and Receptionist Paige Meredith. 

I would like to thank all of the staff at Rigby Hall. They have worked tirelessly over this past 
year particularly to ensure online learning took place where needed, face to face teaching was 
just the same as it’s always been, despite restrictions and how this effected them personally. To 
every member of staff who tests, read the operations booklet and turned up every day in  
whatever capacity and role and kept going, you are all incredible, thank you. May you all have a 
relaxing break with your families. 

Finally, I’d like to thank you all. Our fantastic and supportive families who make the difficult 
times that little bit easier through your understanding and kindness. It really is appreciated by us 
all. 

I hope that you all have a peaceful Easter break and we look forward to seeing you all back safe 
and sound on Monday 19th April. Please can I request that if your child is showing symptoms of 
a cough/cold/sniffly nose/headache or feeling generally unwell on that day you do not send 
them back on that day. 

Happy Easter 

Tracey 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Orange Bubble have been basing our learning around People Who Help Us 

this half term.   

Our youngest pupils have explored this through role play.  Sapling class  

enjoyed role playing doctors and nurses using toys and our peers as our  

patients.  They looked after them very well and gave them a full health check! 

 

 

Sycamore, Willow, Beech and Oak class had a 

special virtual assembly from the Midlands Air 

Ambulance Charity who talked to the children 

about the amazing work they do – helping to save 

lives.  They learnt about how paramedics help 

people using helicopters in our area.   

The children thought about what they would like to find out from the Air Ambulance and asked their own 

questions. We thank the Midlands Air Ambulance for the amazing work they do. 

 

Willow class have had an exciting new 

member this half term.... a class pet! 

He is an Albino African land 

snail. The class named him 

‘Oreo’. Willow class pupils have 

been learning how to look after 

their snail and have allocated 

jobs each day to feed, clean 

and water him. He can grow as 

big as an adult's hand so we are 

looking forward to watching 

him grow. 



 

Blue bubble have had an exciting Half Term learning about the NHS. We have looked at a range of  
famous people linked to the NHS, including Florence Nightingale, Mary Seacole and Banksy's graffiti 
art.  
 
Children have started their new Jass theme 'get active, stay active' and are really enjoying it. The  
children are taking part in new sporting games once a week, doing things they’ve never done before. 
They have already played Frisbee, Volleyball, Foosball and Kick Rounders! 
 
Pupils and staff have dressed up as book characters for Rigby book week, superheroes for red nose day 
and wore purple for epilepsy day.  We have really enjoyed using the life skills village on a Friday and 
the new thrive pod on a Wednesday.  
 
It has been so lovely having all the children back. Have a fantastic Easter and stay safe. 
 
Love from all of blue bubble.  



 

Class 3.3 have really enjoyed learning and working on 
their skills and playing a game of basketball this half 
term. Students have amazed us with their skills; moving 
around with the ball, defending, passing and shooting. 
We are looking forward to the Summer Term to try out 
some new sports! 

4.1 Highlights 
·        Continuing to work hard towards their accredited courses in English, Maths, Science, ICT &  

Humanities 
·        Enjoying finishing off their DT projects including a rugby kicking tee, table & night light! 
·        Learning new basketball skills 
·        Looking after Alan & Clive (the rats!) 

Well done to all pupils in Green Bubble. Despite the isolation period you have all completed amazing 

work and we cannot wait to see everyone back together in the Summer Term.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

In the Chestnut Centre this term, we have enjoyed celebrating a number of festivals and school curriculum 

days, such as Mother’s day and St Patricks day.  

In school we have celebrated with sensory stories, sensory play and dancing! The children who have access 

online learning on Tapestry have enjoyed hands on learning – including making Shamrock Sandwiches at 

home as part of our St Patricks day celebrations.  

Before we break up, the children will take part in Easter activities, such as an Easter Egg hunt in forest school 

and making playdough hot cross buns.  

After Easter, we are looking forward to welcoming a new teacher for Chestnut 3 class – Miss Abbie Watson. 

Abbie has experience with children with Autism and SEMH and is really looking forward to meeting our  

wonderful children. Please see her picture below! 



 

In Post 16 we have been working hard to develop our team work skills. Our students worked very hard 

to put together a special event for Comic Relief, they organised activities and created their own video 

quiz for younger students to take part in. The event was a huge success and raised a total over £180! 

The students received some lovely emails to thank them for their hard work. 

 

Post 16 have also been working hard to set up a food bank for Rigby families, they have enjoyed  

learning about the importance of such resources and are currently working with local businesses to  

organise collecting donations. If anyone would like to donate any long life food products, please let us 

know and we will organise a Covid-friendly drop-off point. 



 

This year world book day took place on 4th March, with prizes to win and activities planned it was a fun 
day for both staff and children. We can’t believe how many amazing outfits there were! 

Mrs Hughes Bubble – Orange took the prize for their amazing  
costumes. SuperTato shared the biscuits around.  

Esmee was one of the first winners picked for 
her outfit – Neil Armstrong the Astronaut. 
Along with Kaiden in the Chestnut Centre as 
Horrid Henry.  

Isabelle in 3.1 and Lewis in Rowan were also 

chosen.  

Along with Nathan in 3.3 and Louie in 4.2, also picking themselves a 

book! 

Miss Ferran and her Blue bubble staff created a ‘Where’s Wally’ 

search for their pupils.  



 

As you know we have recently had a Primary and Secondary book vending machine set up at Rigby 
Hall. These fantastic machines were purchased to give children the incentive and motivation to read as 
they will allow children to choose a book of their choice to keep for free.  

These have been a great success so far, with some children already earning themselves tokens and 
using them to receive a book! We are so excited we had the Vending Machines for World Book Day 
this year and can’t wait for more children to get to use them over Summer Term.  

Tommy earned himself a token and picked 
the book ‘Were going on a Bear hunt’.  

Lewis in Blue bubble earned his token 
and chose ‘Where’s Wally’  

James chose ‘The Hungry Caterpillar’  



 

Team Rigby joined in with Red Nose Day on 19th March. This years theme was Super Hero’s. Thank 
you to all the Parents/ carers who make it possible for the children to dress up, the effort as  
always with this was amazing.  

In total we raised  £180 !! 

Post 16 pupils organised the whole day, from the letter to Parents to the breakdown of activities 
for the children. THANK YOU POST 16 TEAM!! 

Miss Brookes and Emma organised a Super hero themed  
‘Wake-up, shake-up’. We have loved continuing these dances 
and bringing some joy to the morning.  

Mrs Smith and Mrs Hayward with Isabelle all supporting the 
NHS hero’s for Superhero Day.  



 

Pupils and staffed joined in on the Wear purple 
for Epilepsy Awareness on Friday.  

 

Scarlett was so excited to give us a twirl in her jumper! 

 

Purple was everywhere around school so again,  
Thank you for your support!  

Sapling Class enjoyed the 

colourful day.  



 

 

Sapling class nominated Jack Martin: Jack joined Sapling in October, he has settled well into the class    

structure and has already progressed fantastically. The Sapling team are delighted with Jack’s development! 

Jack is more willing to tolerate, and is able to follow an adult agenda for short bursts. He is learning to use a 

now/next board to support him in accessing a range of short activities and is developing 

some lovely friendships within his class. Jack’s attention and listening skills have increased, 

accessing movement breaks to help him to remain calm and focused during sessions. Jack is 

developing his name writing skills, and is a whizz in our phonics sessions!  

Well Done Jack – an amazing term of brilliant learning! All of us in Sapling are so proud of 

you!  

 

Sycamore class nominated Elana Robertson: We are so pleased with Elana's progress for 
her reading this term. She can now sight read over 30 words and can recognise most of 
the phase 2 sounds. She is also starting to blend sounds together too. She is so pleased 
with herself that she has also been trying to show the flashcards to other children to help 
them learn to read too!!  

 

 

Willow class nominated Oliver Moore: We chose Oliver as the star of the term because his listening and 
attention skills have come on heaps and bounds. He is following instructions much better now. His reading 
and writing skills have improved hugely too. Well done Oliver!  

 

 

Beech class nominated Clay Howarth: Clay has worked really hard this term and has shown lots of progress 
in all curriculum areas. Clay has shown immense progress in both communications, reading and  
phonics.  Clay has a positive attitude towards his learning and engages very well in all class and group  

Rowan class nominated Alfie Harrison: he has completed all the work that has been put online at home 
and has attended practically every online lesson. 

 

3.1 nominated Owen Robson: He has been very sensible and focused more in lessons. Owen has been  
trying very hard to work regardless of all the changes he has dealt with.  

 

3.2 nominated Jai Eades:  he's always tried hard, concentrates really well, and contributes a lot to ideas & 
and discussions. 



 

3.3 nominated Ryan Duncalf: Ryan has been awarded the Headteacher star award this term for his 
continuous hard work and effort in all that he does. Ryan has been working really hard on his hand-
writing and reading and tries hard to complete tasks independently. Ryan is always kind, polite and 
helpful and is a great role model to others. Well done Ryan, we are very proud of you. Mrs Brookes, 
Mark, Fay and Sam.  

 

3.4 nominated Tyler Onions: Tyler has shown a great deal of resilience and enthusiasm 
with his attitude and approach to all elements of his learning @RHS! He is supportive of 
others in his bubble and helpful to the staff team. He has made fantastic progress  
towards his very ambitious targets. Congratulations Tyler.  

 

4.1 nominated Jonathan Jeffries: All of the staff that work with JJ agree that he managed really well 
with all the changes during the lockdown period this term. He has worked really hard in all of his      
subjects and coped well with starting his coursework for his accredited courses this year. He has        
produced some great work through his projects in DT. It has been great to see how much he has 
thought about his classmates and researched products for the class that would appeal to all members 
to purchase through our class budget.  

 

4.2 nominated Josh Cooke: Josh has been awarded for his services to music! He’s written some great 
songs and is really coming along with this guitar playing. Josh is also passing all his exams. Well done 
Josh!  

Chestnut 1 nominated Jaiden Watts: Jaiden has made fantastic progress in all 
areas this term, including developing his personal care skills and his                   
independence.  Jaiden is more confident using his communication and is           
initiating interactions with both adults and peers.  Fantastic work Jaiden.  

 

Chestnut 2 nominated Radoslaw Szot: Congratulations Radjo for being awarded with the star this 
Term! We are so proud of how you are doing.  

 

Chestnut 3 nominated Seb Douglas: We can see how much you have and are currently progressing 
and we can’t wait to see more of this in the Summer Term.  Well done Seb!  

 

Post 16 nominated Gareth McDermott: We chose Gareth for his improved communication skills and 
developing leadership skills. We have been impressed with how he has taken on new challenges and 
supported others. 




