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Diary Dates 
 

 
September 2019 
 
2nd Teacher   
 Training Day 
 
3rd Teacher   
 Training Day 
 
4th Pupils return to 
 school  
  
12th  Rowan Swimming 
 starts    
 
 27th MacMillan Coffee 
 Morning (more  
 information to follow) 
 
 
October 2019 
 
17th 6pm Awards  
 Evening (more  
 information to follow) 
 
21st  Harvest Festival 
 (more information to 
 follow) 
 
23rd Whole school  
 Parents Evening 
 (more information to 
 follow) 
 
25th PUPILS BREAK UP 
 FOR HALF TERM 
 
 
November 2019 
 
4th Teacher   
 Training Day 
 
5th Pupils return to 
 school 

Dear Parents / Carers, 
 
As I finish my third year as Head teacher here, it is the one I am looking back on 
with a huge sense of ‘wow’. From September until now the school is almost         
unrecognisable! We have really taken the opportunity to invest in the building and 
learning environment for both the pupils and the staff. It’s not just about the        
increase in numbers, that as Special schools we are all facing, but the need to     
provide the very best educational provision to our pupils. To know that they are 
coming into a school where it needs to be kept clean, tidy and looking smart will in 
turn help them with their respect towards their environment, organisational skills 
and pride about their school. 

Since last summer holidays, we now have a MUGA (Multi 
Use Games Area) that the pupils enjoy using during break 
times and PE sessions. 
 
The front of the school has been completely changed to 
provide a better entrance for our pupils where they are 
able to get into the building in a less stressful way.  

 
 
    

     

 

 

The hall has been extended in readiness for our 
pupil increase and is already proving to be a 
beneficial change as our lunchtimes are calmer 
in there and whole school assemblies are far 

less crowded.  

 

The work we had carried out on our sensory garden has also 
been a vision turned into reality as we were keen to provide a 
peaceful space that children could use at any time. In my 
head I could see children sat on the grass in the sunshine 
reading books and I have been past on several occasions and 
seen this …. so that has been fantastic.  

 

The Complex needs centre was started at the beginning of April and is in the final 
stages as we enter the holidays. I’m looking forward to keeping a close eye on the 
completion during the summer. The vision for this centre was that it was bespoke to 
the needs of these pupils and looked like it had always been there and I think that 
this has been achieved. The size of the rooms in that centre are deceptively           
spacious. 20 years ago when Mrs Hayward, Mrs Kesterton and I first worked      
together here we had voiced that this area was a potential learning space and after 
all this time, we have been able to create this space for our pupils which is brilliant.  



 …. Continued from page 1 
 
 
During the holidays we will complete the outside works with covered 
walkways from Sapling class to the Primary link corridor and Primary 
link corridor to the playground and down the ramp to the centre. Not 
only will this give a much needed sheltered route around school, but 
will also be a shelter during break times when it is raining.  

   
         
 

 
The whole school will be painted too, so that when the pupils and staff return, they will have a fresh and vibrant     
atmosphere in which to work.  
 
As you are aware the budgets in schools are not great but we are currently in a lucky position due to careful          
management of our budget and so whilst this is the case, we want to provide the best environment for our wonderful 
pupils and great staff and set ourselves up ready for the future.  
 
I would like to thank the following people for their support, hard work and commitment to helping us achieve the best 
for our pupils: John Harris Associates, LEON Building Services, Smith’s Office & Commercial Furniture, Netbuilder, 
Envirocare Limited, Playground Projects, Allplay Solutions, and the Local Authority for supporting our Complex 
Needs Centre. 
 
Inside the building, the pupils continue to make good progress with us. Their curriculums are tailored to meet their 
individual needs and to maximise their potential within different skill sets and different subjects. As we enter the next 
academic year, the teachers are all working hard to further develop the curriculum and offer more ‘learning outside 
the classroom’ in terms of enabling our students to learn and build on skills throughout their time here so they are as 
prepared as possible for life beyond Rigby.  
 
I’d like to say Well Done to all of our pupils who have passed their various Accreditation Awards, Functional Skills 
exams and Duke of Edinburgh awards this year. Amazing achievements for you all. 
 
As always, it was such a pleasure to read the pupil’s reports this year. I am so incredibly proud of each and every one 
of them for their achievements, their efforts and their evident progress in different areas. They are such amazing    
children and young people and I hope they read their report comments and work on these towards further                
development and that they also take note of all the positives about them.  
 
Alongside this, I would like to take the opportunity to thank all of my wonderful staff for their tireless efforts,           
commitment and hard work this year. Education is a constant pressure pot where no two days (or hours for that    
matter!!) are the same. We constantly have to keep up with changes, tweaking, reviewing and revamping and all this 
alongside doing the day job. No place of work is easy and ours is included in that so I thank them all for their         
enthusiasm and energy this year, and hope that they all have a very well deserved rest and recharge! 
 
Our staffing has also changed over the year, all for positive reasons!! We have welcomed new staff or existing staff to 
new positions: Mrs Shelley Hughes - is now our Assistant Head for Primary, with continued responsibility for Early 
Years and Key stage 1, Mr Ben Homer - joins us as Assistant Head for Secondary with responsibility for Maths and 
Key stage 4, Miss Rebecca Harrison - gained a TLR for Complex needs and SLD, Miss Rebecca Buckley - joins us 
permanently as a Teacher in Beech class, Mrs Daisy Ball - has achieved her Schools Direct year and starts her   
teaching career as a Teacher in Chestnut 1, Miss Emma Brooks - joins us as a Teacher in Willow class, Miss Amy 
Thompson - joins us as a Teacher in Rowan class. We have also been joined by some great teaching assistants: Katie 
Goodall, Abbi Russell, Sharren Sawyer, Milly Collins, Pauline Smith, Sarah Whitehead, Lesley Spencer, Fay Godwin 
and Emma Shelton as our PE coach. As with all who we welcome, we also say a fond farewell to others too.  

 

As you may have seen from Twitter and our ‘Suesday Tuesday’ celebrations, Mrs Lunt retires 
this week. Mrs Lunt has worked in the school office for 28 years and is very much a part of the 
brickwork and beating heart of Rigby Hall School. We will miss Mrs Lunt massively 
and I’m not sure the school will feel quite the same again. So for all the calls you’ve 
answered, welcomes you’ve given, paperwork you’ve filed, orders you’ve managed 
and all the other thousand things you have done and do daily, we thank you and wish 
you the very best …. A well deserved rest and retirement. 



  
We also say Good bye to Vicky, one of our enthusiastic Teaching Assistants. Vicky has worked across the school with 
pastoral care and more recently as a 1:1. We thank Vicky for all her hard work and wish her the best with her next 
adventure.  
 
We also welcome Katie Skyrme back from maternity this week and thank Georgia for being her cover for the past 
school year, and good bye and thank you to Collette who has been covering in Post 16.  
 
I’d like to thank my fantastic board of Governors for their constant support, challenge and motivation. I feel far more 
able to do the job knowing I have their backing.  
 
Thank you to our Friends of Rigby Hall. It’s been a quiet year with events this year due to the building works so we 
look forward to next year and our discos! Thank you for the donations towards trips by subsidising costs to enable all 
of our pupils to take part.  
 
Lastly, I’d like to thank you all as our families. Your understanding and recognition that what we do is always for the 
best for our pupils is very much appreciated and we couldn’t do our jobs without you and your support, so thank you 
for this. There may be times where you feel that we might not be doing things the way you’d like, but please be        
assured that not one decision is made, and not one thing happens with our pupils that doesn’t enable them to receive 
the very best and to have 100% given to them.  
 
 I wish you all a fabulous Summer holiday and hope that you have fun doing whatever you are doing! Please tweet 
photos of what you are doing to the school so we can see you enjoying yourselves.  
 
See you back safe and sound on Wednesday 4th September.  
 
Tracey 

FOOTBALL FESTIVAL 

Some students from 3.3, 4.1 and 4.2 went to a Football Festival at 

Worcester University. We practised lots of skills and did tasks which    

involved working as a team. In some of the drills the students had to 

use the ball as creatively as they could by balancing it on their necks,     

walking with it between their legs and even doing forward and backward 

rolls with the ball!  

We finished with a friendly game against 

each other. All students worked really well 

as a team and the coaches commented on 

how talented the students are. Well done 

to all who took part; you are a credit to 

Rigby Hall School! 

  



RESIDENTIAL TRIP - BLACKWELL COURT 

On Thursday 4
th
 July 3.3, 4.1 and 4.2 along with several members of staff descended on Blackwell 

Court for an overnight residential. Once the coach driver had worked out how to get there, avoiding 
low bridges, we put our bags in our rooms and got in to our groups. 
 
The students took part in various different activities over the two days including archery, zip wire, 

multi-scramble, tree climbing, orienteering, low obstacles, indoor rock climbing, high all aboard and 

fan descender. Some of these activities were challenging in different ways for different students; 

however everyone had a really good go. I was really proud seeing both staff and students         

overcoming their fears to achieve something they didn’t think they could do. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

The students gained a lot from this trip not just physically but socially. They learnt to support one 

another, respect other’s needs for space, use their manners when getting their food and to settle 

down and go to sleep (eventually). The staff at Blackwell Court thought our students were amazing 

and would gladly have us back. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On the last day we ate our lunch on the grass outside the Manor House (our   
accommodation). The students sat in mixed groups and had all bonded really 
well with each other. When it was time to go home we all felt sad as we wanted 
to stay for longer … maybe next year??? 

 

 

Many thanks to all the staff that came along: Mrs Smith, Mr Moyle, Mrs Walton, Mrs Giles, Miss L 
Smith, Miss Goodall and to Mr Homer (our new Assistant Head from September). It was a pleasure 
to spend time with the 29 students that came and the 24 that stayed overnight. A very successful 
trip! 



SOPHIE THE 9 FOOT DINOSAUR 

We had quite a strange visitor in school on Thursday 20th June;   
Sophie the 9 foot dinosaur came into school! 

 
 

All the students got to meet Sophie and 
also a 'baby' dinosaur that was fascinating 

and a little bit naughty and cheeky! 
 

 

We also got to see some amazing fossils 

and had a talk about prehistoric times. It 

seemed that most students really enjoyed 

this experience and had lots of fun, but 

some students were a little scared of       

Sophie. At 9 foot tall she can be quite 

scary! 

WILLOW GO BELL BOATING 
 
 

Willow class had lots of fun bell boating 
down the River Avon. We all worked 
really hard as a team to row up and 

down the river. We went through a lock 
which was really exciting!  …. But most 

importantly everyone stayed dry!   

 
 
 

WILLOW’S SPORTING ACTIVITIES 

 
Willow class and our sports leaders made us so proud taking part in a morning of hockey, 

football and handball at Bromsgrove Cricket, Hockey & Tennis Club. They joined together with 

Fairfield First School to play some games. Our sports leaders helped set up and run activities 

using the skills they have learnt during their leadership lessons. Well done everyone!  

 

 

 

 

 



 

WORLD ENVIRONMENT DAY 

 
On Wednesday 5th June the whole school took part in World Environment day. The students 

across the school learnt about the importance of recycling and how we can all do our bit to 

save the planet. Students participated in debates, created posters, watched videos and also 

created some wonderful sea creatures using recycled materials. These went towards putting 

together a wonderful display in the school hall.  

 

We raised £50 with donations from parents and 

carers, which has been put towards buying red 

recycling bins for the school. They have been   

distributed around the school to collect plastic 

and paper for us to recycle. These are proving a 

huge success already and I would like to thank all 

of our students for doing well with this.         

Thank you, Mrs Brookes. 

3.2 GOLF LESSONS 
 

 
Class 3.2 have thoroughly enjoyed their golf lessons with Josh at Bromsgrove 
Golf Club. The class have worked really hard during their sessions and listened 
closely to the coach. We have some golf super stars in the group. Well done to 
the class for behaving so sensibly during our session. 
 

OAK CLASS EDUCATIONAL VISITS 
 

Oak Class had a brilliant last half-term. We have been to       
Morrisons to find out where our food comes from, where we 
chose a snack and paid at the self-service tills for it. We took 
the snack to the park and we played on the equipment there 
and thoroughly enjoyed it. Behaviour of all of the pupils was  
excellent and we even had some feedback from shoppers to 

say how much they enjoyed meeting Rigby Hall pupils.  
 
 

 

 

 

 

After learning about animation in our Art lessons, we then visited the 
cinema to watch Toy Story 4. It was the first visit to the cinema for some 

of the class and everyone did really well. Well done Oak Class! 



3.2 VISIT WEST MIDLANDS SAFARI PARK 

On Tuesday 9th July, class 3.2 travelled to West Midlands Safari Park with Miss Gee, Mrs 

Walton and Miss Wilday for their end of year trip.  

We saw lots of animals up close during the safari. The group also enjoyed going on the rides in 

the theme park. We all went on the River Rapids together before going in our two groups to 

explore the other rides. The class showed outstanding behaviour during the trip and I am so 

glad to hear that they enjoyed our visit. Well done on a fantastic year 3.2, you have been an 

incredible class to teach and it was lovely to end the year with such a brilliant day out with you! 

A big thank you to Hayley for driving the             

minibus for us.   

VISIT TO TWYCROSS ZOO 

On Tuesday 2nd July class 4.3 and some students from Post 16 had a day out at          
Twycross Zoo. 

We saw gorillas, monkeys and chimps but the most 

fascinating of all the animals were the amazing         

giraffes. We watched them for a quite a while whilst 

they ate leaves from branches that were tied up high 

for them, reaching for them with their long tongues.  

We saw zebras, a giant tortoise and parrots and       

enjoyed walking through the lemurs. We all had a 

great day and the weather stayed nice for us. We even 

had time to enjoy an ice cream. I asked Thyo what his 

favourite animal had been that he had seen and he 

said “all of them!” 

CATERING GROUP PARK TRIP 

The catering group celebrated the end of their enterprise with a fish 

and chip picnic in the park. 

They also had some time for 

fun on the play area or just to 

sit and chill. 

A good time was had by all! 



DUKE OF EDINBURGH EXPEDITION 

Congratulations to all Post 16 students who have worked   
hard to complete their expedition section of the Duke of       

Edinburgh Expedition. The students completed two days of 
walking, team work activities, cooking outdoors and setting up 

a camp to stay overnight. All of the students had a fantastic 
time and learnt a huge amount. One student said: 

“I have enjoyed Duke of Edinburgh because it helped our 
skills with cooking and making friends.” 

Hearing words like that from our students is exactly why we love to offer such exciting         

experiences. The students enjoyed sharing their experiences at our leavers assembly where 

we were also lucky enough to invite our Assessor, Alexis Cowie back to present the students 

with mementos from the event. 

KEY STAGE 3 “TALK FOR WRITING”                                          
PARENT WORKSHOP  

  
Parents from Key Stage 3 came to see children perform “talk for 

writing” in their classes. Children were proud to perform the scripts 
they had learnt, using their speaking and listening skills as well as 

their signing skills. Parents listened to our new talk for writing       
approach and then engaged in activities with the children. It really 
was a fantastic afternoon. It was so nice to see the excitement and 

enthusiasm towards reading and writing by both children and parents.  
A big thank you to parents for attending. 

  
Mrs Kelly Ferran, Literacy co-ordinator  

PARENT SIGNALONG WORKSHOP 

On Thursday 26th September 9:15am - 11am, we are holding a Parent Signalong Workshop. 

It will be led by Nicky Beddows who is part of our Speech and Language team. 

Please feel free to come along and join in.  

We look forward to seeing you there! 



COOKING IN BEECH CLASS 

The children in Beech Class have been really enjoying their cooking lessons this half-term. 

They have looked at food from around the world and have made Chinese stir fry, French 

crepes and Italian pizza. They have also made some different cakes and jellies.  

For Father’s Day, the children made ‘Daddy Burgers’ and enjoyed cooking these at home 

with dads and grandads. We may have to make these again next year as we had big thumbs 

up all round. Watch this space. We definitely have some future candidates for MasterChef! 

 

RIGBY HALL PROM 2019 

A MOVIE PREMIERE 

 
Our Post 16 students excelled themselves again in planning and preparing decorations for 
our Movie Premier themed annual prom. The Tepee at The Queens Head was a fabulous 
venue, which the students really enjoyed. Post 16 had an unforgettable evening dancing and 
having fun to celebrate the end of what has been a fantastic year!  
 
We would like to take this opportunity to Rigby Hall Friends for supporting our event. We 

were able to create a memorable evening for all the students! 

 

 

 

 



HARTLEBURY CASTLE 

DAYS OF DISCOVERY: 30th JULY - 29th AUGUST 

Summer Fun is Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday 11am - 4pm. 

There is lots happening at Hartlebury Castle this Summer: 

Under The Sea, Magic & Illusions, Discover Dinosaurs, Feathered  Friends,                       

Awesome Owls and Fantastic Falconry. 

Please take a look at their website for up to date information: 

www.hartleburycastle.com 

HOLI DANCE WORKSHOP 

On Friday 12th July we had a lovely time rehearsing and doing a finale in our Holi dance 

workshop. After each individual class practiced the dance, families were invited along in the 

afternoon to watch and join in with the finale. Afterwards we all enjoyed throwing special   

powder paint and some of us got completely covered! 

3.3 DAY OUT! 

3.3 celebrated their hard work and effort this year by going to the park with fish and chips! 

They had an amazing time and the fish and chips went down a treat! 3.3 developed their      

social skills and bonded as a peer group. 

Well done 3.3 for an amazing year! 




