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Dear Parents / Carers,
A lot has changed since I last wrote to you. It is extremely noticeable now that the building
works are underway!! No front to the school at the moment! We have a great team from
John Harris & Associates and Leon Building Services working with us and the difference is
already amazing! The team we have on site have been incredibly sensitive and appreciative
to our needs as a school, so this has gone well so far. The sensory garden has gone and
the floor is down in the extension to the entrance hall and offices! The pupils have enjoyed
watching the work going on from the Key Stage 3 corridor and I think this has been really
useful for them to see what has been happening. We can’t wait to see how things change
over the next few weeks!
We continue to work hard in school and there have been some really creative groupings in a
couple of our departments which has been really beneficial to the pupils. This creative
approach has enabled even more specific teaching and learning to happen. It also means
that our pupils have had the opportunities to work with different staff and children, which is
all a great learning experience.
Unfortunately, with the building work going on, we haven’t been able to have our traditional
‘sit down’ Christmas Lunch, but I am very grateful to Vicky and Chris from the kitchen, and
their team for coming up with our alternative Christmas Lunch menu that everyone really
enjoyed!
Post 16 have continued to run the Café at St Godwalds, Café Magique. This is a fantastic
venture and I was very proud when I attended the memorial service in November, that a
couple of people came over to say what a credit our pupils are…and I couldn’t agree more!
Other classes and departments in the school have enjoyed trips out and sporting events.
They always do us proud with how well behaved and sensible they are. Well done to you all!
We all had a lovely time at our Christingle Service on Tuesday. I would just like to thank
Morrison’s and Tracey Giles & Cath Farndon at Waitrose, who between them donated all of
our oranges. We are very grateful to you all for your kindness.
Our new website went ‘live’ last week. It now has an electronic prospectus and some videos.
The drone work that was done makes the school grounds look incredible! The app that will
work alongside this is still being constructed and as soon as it is done, you will be able to
download it to your phones to get all the latest up to date information. Take a look!
To all my fantastic staff, I want to say thank you for your hard work and commitment this
term. It’s been a long one, and it’s been a ‘different’ one with the building works, but when
we see all those ‘small steps’ being achieved by our pupils, and the big and little things
being developed and attained, it really does highlight why we do what we do! I hope you all
have a restful Christmas break.
As this term draws to a close, I would like to thank you all, as our wonderful families, for your
continued support. It really is appreciated. Thank you for the cards and gifts received
throughout the building.
I hope you all have a peaceful Christmas and New Year and that 2019 brings you nothing
but good health and happiness.
See you back safe and sound on Monday January 7th.
Tracey

Diary Dates
January 2019
7th Pupils
return to
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10th Year 6
swimming
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February 2019
15th End of
Half Term
25th Pupils
return to
school

4.3 CATCH THE TRAIN!
On Thursday 13th December class 4.3 went on the train from Bromsgrove to Worcester. The
pupils loved the train journey and looking for different things along the way.
When we arrived at Worcester Foregate Street station we went for a walk and saw all the
beautiful Christmas decorations. We popped in to McDonalds for a small treat at lunchtime.
Pupils had a great time and were very well behaved!

CHILDREN IN NEED
On Children In Need day all our pupils and staff wore their own clothes with a Pudsey theme,
if possible. Children were asked to bring in a small donation.
We raised just under £119.86!
Well done to everyone!!

ANTI-BULLYING WEEK

As part of Anti-Bullying week each of our classes
were asked to nominate an Anti-Bullying champion.
Pupils also made anti-bullying stop signs with their
own little messages. The school also received a
Certificate from the Anti-Bullying Alliance for taking
part. We also raised £32.30 from pupil donations
when we had an odd sock day.

KS4 VISIT THE ARTRIX
On Tuesday 11th December the KS4 Arts vocational group went on a visit to our local Artrix.
We were made very welcome and had a tour backstage. We saw what it would look like if we
were performing on stage in front of the 301 audience members.
We had a look at the fantastic art exhibition that was on at present across all floors of the
Artrix. Students studied the pieces and discussed how they were created and chose their
favourites. We took lots of photographs to put in our books back in school as part of our Arts
Award qualification.

KS2 VISIT TO DUDLEY ZOO
Key Stage 2 were lucky enough to receive free tickets to The Mad
Hatter’s Tea Party at Dudley Zoo. We met Father Christmas and his
reindeer and were even treated to lunch!
We also had some time to look at the animals and
have a ride on the train.
We all had a lovely time!

MAD SCIENCE DAY
We had a brilliant visit from Mad Science where we had
a whole school assembly followed by workshops
throughout the day.
We learnt all about explosions which was very exciting!!

4.1 VISIT THE BLACK COUNTRY MUSEUM
Class 4.1 enjoyed lots of workshops at the museum to help them see
how chemistry is used vocationally in and around the local area. The
pupils were given the opportunity to extract copper from a rock sample
and then test it for copper, enamel their own plaque as well as use
state of the art technology to test polymers amongst other activities.

We also had the opportunity to look around
the museum to see how the use of
chemistry has developed over the years.
We all had a great time!

4.2 VISIT STRATFORD BUTTERFLY FARM
Class 4.2 rounded off their work on evolution and
inheritance this term by finding out how moths and
butterflies have adaptations that help them to survive in the
wild. Some pupils were even brave enough to hold a
cockroach and a millipede!
In the afternoon the pupils had the opportunity to walk
around the Victorian Christmas Market as a fun filled
Friday activity. Many sweet treats were purchased as
well as having fun on the fair and seeing the
street artists.
We all had an amazing time!!

POST 16 VISIT HOLLYWOOD BOWL
On Tuesday 11th December we went bowling at Hollywood Bowl to spend the money we earnt
at Café Magique.
We split into teams. I used the balls which were 7 pounds. Leo and Joe won! I almost got a
strike; it was really fun!
After bowling we went for a meal and I had hot dog and chips. They also served burgers and
chips. After eating we bought some sweets. I bought mini eggs.
Reported by Daniel. Photographs by Fabian.

CELEBRATING THE SUCCESS OF
CAFÉ MAGIQUE
Since beginning work with local business, DRP, Post 16 have
relaunched their café under a new name ‘Café Magique’. Following
the successful work experience with the designers and photographers
the cafe has now had a complete make over! The photographs taken
by the students have been used for the café flyers, menus and pull up
banner. The students are very proud of what they have created.
Since relaunching the café in October 2018 all students in Post 16
have had a role to play. Some students shop for ingredients, others
are responsible for the social media each week. We also have two
teams, one responsible for setting up the café including counting the takings and organising
charity donations. The other team are responsible for catering, stock rotation and ensuring that
the correct items are ordered.
In the afternoon the café team experience jobs such as taking orders, serving food, making
lunches and hot drinks and being responsible for taking money. Every student has something
to offer and the business allows each student to play to their own strength and understand that
they play a part in the whole team within Café Magique. The students have been in the local
paper promoting the café and as a result they now have a core base of customers from the
local area. We have had excellent feedback from people who are happy to support the
students as well as the local church. We also support a nearby homelessness charity which
are supported through donations. We are very grateful to be supported by Waitrose who have
agreed to supply ingredients for the café; also to DRP who have supported us in extending our
initial vision into a thriving small business which our students can be proud of.
We would like to thank everyone who has attended the café so far and
look forward to seeing you all again in the new year! Merry Christmas
from Café Magique!

