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Diary Dates 
 

 
September 2018 
 
3rd Teacher   
 Training Day 
 
4th Teacher   
 Training Day 
 
5th Pupils return to 
 school  
  
13th  Swimming starts -  
 Willow & Oak class 
 
 28th MacMillan Coffee 
 Morning (more  
 information to follow) 
 
 
October 2018 
 
15th  1:30pm Harvest 
 Festival (more  
 information to follow) 
 
24th 6pm Awards  
 Evening at  
 Bromsgrove Rugby 
 Club 
 
26th PUPILS BREAK UP 
 FOR HALF TERM 
 
 
November 2018 
 
5th Pupils return to 
 school 

Dear Parents / Carers, 
 

The end of another academic year! Such a lot has happened and the pupils have all 

continued to do so well. As staff we are always looking at ways in which to engage our 

pupils and to encourage them to want to learn more and be more inquisitive in life. 

With the introduction of more offsite opportunities and taking learning into the ‘real 

world’ we are already seeing a bigger appreciation for life outside school. With our 

motto of ‘Valuing every achievement’ we also continue to praise and work on building 

our pupils confidence, self-esteem and social and emotional achievements as well as the 

academic. As we all know that if you are not ‘ready’ to learn, you won’t. This is an    

initiative that we are excited to be working on in the   

forthcoming academic year, gaining the Well-being 

Award for our school and ensuring the positive mental 

health and well-being of all our pupils and staff.  

 

Our school took part in Singing in the Bandstand at   

Sanders Park at the end of June. This was the first time we 

had done this and as always, our pupils were a credit to us all! They sang their little 

hearts out and included some signing too. I’d like to thank the parents and carers who 

came to support us whilst enjoying the concert in the sunshine. I’d also like to thank 

Miss Harrison, Miss Brotherton and Mrs Harrison for their time and efforts in enabling 

this to happen, and our after school ‘art club’ for making the fantastic banner! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This term our school celebrated the 50th anniversary of the first 

intake of pupils. We had an amazing day on the 30th April, the 
anniversary, with everyone really getting into the spirit of the 

occasion and this was celebrated further on the 30th June when 
we held our reunion for past and present staff and pupils. This 

was a wonderful afternoon and was very well attended, including 

a visit from a past head teacher, past and present governors, past 
and present staff, and pupils who attended in the 1980s! I was 

made to feel particularly old with a lot of our past pupils turning 

up and being in their mid to late 20s!! This was such a relaxed 
and well received event that we are looking to repeat it again in another few years to 

find out what everyone is doing! 

 

        Continued on page 2 ……... 
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There have been lots of sports events this term too, with our pupils continuing to be involved in the Worcestershire School’s 
Sports. This is a fantastic opportunity for our pupils as they get to interact with other children from other mainstream and 

special schools. This is such a positive and inclusive chance not only for our pupils, but others to learn from. I am very 

grateful to all of the staff who have taken part in these and enabled our pupils that opportunity. Thank you especially to 
Miss Brookes who is our PE lead and organiser! 

 

Our particular favourite sporting events though were our Sports Days! A different approach this year with competitive   
races making a comeback! The pupils all had such a lot of fun … but I think the most competitive people of the Sports days 

who laughed the most were the members of staff in their race and the parents in theirs!!! Thank you to all of you for your      
support and for being such good sports! I had asked for 30 chairs to be put out for visitors for Sports day, and we ended up 

with almost 80 out there so thank you! 

 
Our pupils in Years 10, 12 & 13 have all been taking part in national awards where they combine several skills in order to 

achieve these successfully. Year 10 have been taking part in JASS Award. This has meant that they had to work together as 
a team of which they made a game. They have also had to do some volunteering; they carried this out at Fairfield First 

School where they painted the fence in their sensory garden. This will continue to be worked on next year and completed. 

Thank you to Mrs Byrne, Louisa, Mr Moyle and Chris for their work towards this and the volunteering element. 

 

Years 12 & 13 have been taking part in their Bronze Duke of Edinburgh Award where they have 4 parts to work on. They 

have to develop a skill, take part in a physical activity, carry out some volunteering work and then complete the award by 
taking part in an expedition. The final assessed expedition took part on Thursday 12th / Friday 13th July with the pupils   

having to walk 6 hours per day and camp over. I am pleased to say that they all passed and we are very excited that for the 
second year running, this award has been very well received and continues to offer our pupils a nationally recognised 

award that benefits them greatly. Well done to you all and thank you to Miss Smith, Emma, Mark, Trudy, Sarah, Beth,    

Letisha and Charlotte who have all helped out over the course.  
 

We started our transition sessions on Wednesday 4th July, with our open afternoon and meet the teacher event. This was 
VERY well attended and it was lovely to walk around the whole school and see how well the pupils had responded to their 

new classes and staff. It was a fantastic opportunity to talk to our parents too. We have a few new pupils starting with us in 

September and we look forward to working with them and their families. With every new child though, we say goodbye to a 
pupil who is leaving us. Although we shed a tear at this, as we do genuinely miss our pupils when they move on, we also 

shed a tear of pride as we see the people they have become during their time at Rigby Hall. We see all the barriers they 

have broken down, all the emotions they have overcome and the end result is always something we are proud of and so we 

wish all our 2018 leavers, and their families, the very best of luck in the next step of their adventures. Whatever they choose 

to do or wherever they go, we know they have worked hard with us, and that our staff have also worked incredibly hard to 
send them out in the ‘world beyond school’ as well equipped and prepared as possible, and with this knowledge, we know 

they will do just fine. 

 
 

 

 
           

   
 

 

To all the amazing staff of Rigby Hall School, I would like to thank you publicly for your hard work, time and efforts over 
the past school year. I am very grateful and proud to have you as part of our team and I look forward to working with you 

all again next year. I hope you all have a restful holiday and get those energy levels back up! 

 

Also, we welcome Emma Hughes to her full time position with us. Congratulations to Miss Dowling and Miss Skyrme who 

are both expecting babies! 
 

 

 
        Continued …………………... 
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I would also like to extend my thanks to each of you for another year of continued support. As I complete my second year of 
Headship. I am still absolutely loving the role in the only school I ever wanted to be a Headteacher in! I am really excited 

about what the future holds for our wonderful children and staff. As you are aware, we hope there will be changes within 

the next 12 months as we work alongside the Local Authority to future proof the school in line with the demands for special 
school places. Currently there are 120 pupils awaiting spaces in our special schools in Worcestershire. Please be assured 

that for every decision I make for the school, the pupils are my top priority and always will be. The work that will be       

carried out isn’t part of a quest to ‘build a bigger empire’, but to meet the requirements of special school places. If we can 
do this and make better the provision we currently have so that our existing pupils benefit then that can only be a good 

thing. Please also be reassured that there is only so much we can do and at that point, we will be who we will be. I am a 
very approachable person and so have welcomed any questions about what the changing face of the school will look like, 

so please, if you ever have any queries, come and see me and I will happily discuss these with you.  

 
We hope you found the new Parents Evening online booking system was user friendly. We had 66 appointments for the 

evening which is one of our highest attended evenings. 
 

Finally, I would like to wish you all a very relaxing time with your families and hope that the weather remains as lovely as 

it has been for the duration of the holidays.  

 

We look forward to seeing you all safe and well on Wednesday 5th September. If you want to share any 

of your holiday news as it happens, please tweet us on Twitter @RigbyHsch as we love to see what 
you are doing on your school holidays.  

 

 Tracey  
 

THE ROYAL THREE COUNTIES SHOW 
 

On Friday 15th June the Small Animal Skills and Horticulture groups went to The Royal Three 
Counties Show. 

The Small Animal Skills group prepared for the show by creating beautiful painted 
and decorated eggs and entering them in the poultry show. They also found out 
how to prepare a silkie chicken for a show and did this with our school chicken 
Bobbi. We were all delighted to find out that Bobbi was placed second in her      
category. Ewan’s Shrek egg was awarded a “Very Highly Commended” rosette 
and the other students all received a “commended” rosette for their hard work. 

During the show the students had the chance to experience many exciting activities such as 

shooting at targets with the army, meeting many different animals and having their own poem    

written for them by poet Matt Abbott. 

 



SCHOOL UNIFORM 

As a Special School, we have a uniform policy and expectations that are as relevant and expected as in a 

mainstream setting. Therefore, I ask that you adhere to these and encourage your child to wear the correct 

uniform. 

We have had recent occasions where we have asked a parent to bring in a pupil’s uniform as they were not 

wearing the correct clothing. 

Tracey 

Below is a list of our uniform items which can be purchased with or without a printed school logo: 

From Reception - Year 11: 

 Plain black or dark grey trousers 

 Plain black or dark grey skirt 

 Sky blue collared polo shirt (with or without school logo) or plain sky blue shirt 

 Navy blue V-neck jumper / cardigan / sweatshirt (with or without school logo) 

 Black shoes (with black laces where necessary) - low or no heels for girls 

 Sky blue and white checked summer dress - for the girls in the summer 

 Black or dark grey tailored school shorts - for the boys in the summer 

Post 16: 

 Smart casual clothes - trousers, skirts, shirts, blouses, polo tops 

 No blue jeans, no track suit bottoms, no tops or t-shirts with big logos and no trainers 

The requirements of Post 16 is that at any point they can go out of school and make the good impression 

needed in a workplace or college placement. 

PE 

 Black shorts 

 White round neck t-shirt or polo shirt 

 Trainers (with non-marking soles) or plimsolls 

 Socks 

 Hair bobble (if appropriate) - hair must be tied up / back during PE lessons 

Jewellery should not be worn except for small studs in pierced ears (the pupils must be able to remove 

these during PE). No other piercings will be allowed. 

For PE, Forest School or Vocational studies pupils need to come into school wearing school uniform and get 

changed into their relevant clothing. 

All clothing should be clearly labelled so that they may be returned to the owner if lost. 

Please see our website for information on where you can purchase uniform items from with our 

printed school logo on. 

Many thanks in advance for your co-operation with this. 



 

FUN IN THE SUN! 

As the hot weather finally arrived this term 

Willow and Rowan class had a lovely    

afternoon in the sensory garden playing 

with a beach ball. This was no ordinary 

beach ball ….. it sprayed water at us!  

We all had great fun and it kept us nice and cool in the hot weather! 

 
ONLINE SAFETY 

 
Rigby Hall School will be continuing to teach pupils to be SMART 
with digital technology. Each half term the newsletter will give links 
and information to help you keep your child safe on the internet.  

 
 
 
Digi Ducks Big decision is a fantastic picture story book that can be read 
with pupils to help them learn to keep safe. As a school we do keep a  
number of these for class use. A free download is available at: 
 

https://www.childnet.com/resources/digiducks-big-decision 
 
If you would like to access a book copy or speak to me concerning any aspect of digital safety 
then please do not hesitate to contact me. 
 
Look out for updates and resources for parents and carers that will be coming soon! 
 
Mr T Waller 



 

BIKEABILITY 

A few children from Oak, 3.1 and 3.2 took part in bikeability where they learnt how to ride a 

bike safely on our school playground. All children who took part passed the Level 1 training … 

so Well Done!! 

 

As they were so successful bikeability would 

like to return next academic year to take some 

more children out onto the road to complete 

their Level 2. 

 

 
PIONEER DAY VISIT 

 
We were all very excited to go back to the Pioneer Centre after our residential trip in February 

was cut short due to the snow! The weather was so much better this time and everyone      
thoroughly enjoyed all of the activities. 

 
We participated in: 

 
       abseiling,                       climbing,  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    fencing,        caving,    high ropes 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 and zip wire.  
 

The children all tried really hard and we were 
very proud of all of their achievements. It was 
great team work throughout the day! 

 

 

 



SAPLING VISIT THE OAKALLS PARK 

Sapling enjoyed walking to The Oakalls park this half term. 

We have been learning to cross the roads safely by stopping at the edge of the path, looking 

and listening for cars, and crossing when it is safe to do so. 

We then had a great time playing in the park altogether! 

 

CHOIR AT BROMSGROVE SUMMER FESTIVAL 

On the 29th June Rigby Hall School’s fantastic choir took part in a summer singing festival 

which was held in the bandstand at Sanders Park, Bromsgrove. 

The children learnt 3 catchy songs and thoroughly enjoyed singing them to their friends, family 

and members of the general public at the park. Afterwards the children had a lovely picnic in 

the sunshine to finish off a wonderful day! 

Well done for fantastic singing to all the pupils in the choir. We hope to join in again next year! 

Miss Harrison, Karen and Michelle 



3.1 & 3.2 VISIT DIPPY ON TOUR 

Classes 3.1 and 3.2 had the exciting opportunity to go and see the  
Natural History Museum’s famous Diplodocus, known as “Dippy”. It was 
truly awe-inspiring for our students to see the size of a Diplodocus up 
close. It was great to notice the detail about Dippy’s body such as his 

long thin tail and rake like teeth.  
 

Whilst at the exhibition we saw lots of other interesting artefacts on  
display including a Velociraptor skeleton and fossilised dinosaur eggs. 

We also took part in dinosaur related activities. 
 

We travelled to and from Birmingham by train, which was a new experience for many of the 

group. The staff were extremely proud of our students; as we were on a busy train we         

received many compliments about our brilliant pupils!     

CHEERLEADING 

On Friday 6th July the whole school took part in a cheerleading workshop. Each class spent 

some time with Gemma who is from SYI Sports. Pupils were learning new tricks and dance 

routines before the whole school performed the finale to parents and carers at the end of the 

day. 

Everyone had a great time. 

WILLOW VISIT McDONALDS 

On Monday 9th July Willow class went to McDonalds as a well earned 

treat for being kind and good friends to each other 

throughout the term.  

Every time a child did a kind act they could put a 

marble in the jar and when it was full it was time 

for a treat. The class chose McDonalds! 



TAG RUGBY EVENT 

Beech and Willow class took part in a tag Rugby event at Worcester Warriors Sixways        

Stadium.  

We played alongside other local 

schools and even got the            

opportunity to meet professional 

rugby players. We were the only 

special school that took part and 

every single student was a credit 

to the school and made us all very 

proud. Well done! 

4.3 VISIT SANDWELL VALLEY PARK 

On Friday 6th July class 4.3 went to Sandwell Valley Park. We had 
a great day and the weather was beautiful. We saw lots of farm   
animals, like chicken, pigs and horses, and we were able to feed 
the sheep and goats. We went to a tea room and enjoyed a drink 
and a snack before going to the large play area. We also visited 
Forge Mill farm within Sandwell Valley Park where they had more 
farm animals. We all had a lovely day out and class 4.3 were an 
absolute pleasure! 

 

 

CATERING GROUP 

The catering group went for lunch at The Guild, Bromsgrove, on Tuesday 3rd July. This was 
to celebrate the end of the years enterprise. 

The meal was paid for out of the profit the students made from preparing and selling a variety 
of simple meals to staff at lunch time.  

The students have gained lots of experience and skills from this enterprise and they         
thoroughly enjoyed the meal out! 



4.3 VISIT WESTON-SUPER-MARE 

On Friday 13th July class 4.3 went to Weston-Super-Mare. We built sandcastles on the 
beach and ran around in the sand. We had some lovely chips together. We went to a big 
sweet shop and bought some rock and souvenirs to take home. We then had a wonderful ice 
cream and some people enjoyed a slushie drink. On the way home it took us 3 hours as there 
was lots of traffic on the motorway but we didn't mind as we had such an amazing day.  

 

CYBERBULLYING 

Support for Cyberbullying 
 
We know the holidays can be a tricky time for parents and carers with regards to             
cyberbulling. Please find attached to the newsletter an information sheet for Parents and   
Carers to get help from different social media and / or mobile phone networks if a child         
experiences any form of cyberbullying, although we do hope you will not need to. 
Thank you, Miss Deooray. 

WELL-BEING AWARD 

We are excited to be aiming to achieve the Well-Being award for schools in the coming         
academic year. Please do take a look at their parent information at: 

https://www.awardplace.co.uk/award/was 

Please be aware that we will also be asking for your input as parents/carers so please look 

out for information when we send it out. 





BLUES PROGRAMME 

We have been fortunate this term to have two ladies working with some of our girls on the 

Blues programme …. to help when people feel a bit down or need strategies to work through 

everyday problems. The pupils have really enjoyed their time and we can see a big difference 

in their self-esteem. This has been particularly important for building resilience and helping 

support mental health and wellbeing.  

If you are interested in what we can do please do contact me.  

Tina Deooray 

HEALTHY RELATIONSHIPS 

We would like you to be aware that part of the PHSE curriculum now focuses on healthy       

relationships. This is becoming increasingly important to support mental health and well-being 

into adulthood. If you are interested in some of the topics that we might cover please take a 

look at the wealth of information at  

https://infoaboutkids.org/relationships/parents-healthy-adult-relationships/  

Some of the topics may seem very hard-hitting but we can assure you that we will teach the 

curriculum at an appropriate level for the ability of every pupil’s comprehension and in a      

sensitive manner.  



POST 16 ADVENTURES 

Duke of Edinburgh 

We would like to say a huge congratulations to our Duke of 

Edinburgh students who completed their assessed bronze  

expedition last week. The students completed two days of 

walking and navigation and also an overnight camp in the 

Lickey Hills. Our assessor, Alexis, was very impressed with 

our students and commented on their positive outlook and 

great team work! They even started their second morning with a wake up dance and 

taught Mark how to Floss …. well almost! 

Post 16 Leavers 

As part of our leavers programme we enjoyed listening to our students share their memories of 
school in a special final assembly. Many of the students have been with us at Rigby Hall for a long 
time so they had lots of lovely stories to share. We also enjoyed watching the fantastic leavers’   
video which the students put together with the help of Charlotte. It made us laugh and cry in equal 
measure! Thank you to all of the visitors that came along to share the special moment with us. 
 
Congratulations to all of our Rigby Hall leavers on all that they have achieved during their time at 

Rigby Hall. We are very proud of the progress they have made and the young people they have 

become. We wish them all the very best for the future! 

Rigby Hall and Pitcheroak Prom 

This year we joined up with Pitcheroak school to celebrate our annual Prom night. The event was 

held at The Abbey Hotel in Redditch and provided a lovely backdrop for a fun-filled evening.  

The students had a fabulous time laughing, dancing and spending time with friends from both 

schools. It was lovely to see how well both schools blended together to join in the fun; finishing the 

night with the Conga! Thank you to our school Friends Association for subsidising the ticket cost for 

our students and also to the staff and students from Pitcheroak for a wonderful evening! 

Post 16 Garden Project 

As part of work experience this year some of our Post 16 and Year 11 students have been working 

with Mark to redesign part of the garden in Post 16. They have learnt lots of new skills including 

planting, pruning, brick-laying, painting and landscaping. Here are the before and after                

photographs. We are very impressed with what they have achieved. As a celebration the students 

cooked on the brand new barbeque which they had built! 

 

BEFORE 

  

 

AFTER 




