
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Mathematics Policy 

 
November 2021 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Mathematics at Rigby Hall School 
 
 
RATIONALE : 
 
We will provide a maths curriculum that reflects the varying needs and learning styles of 
the pupils. Children will have equal access to a wide variety of mathematical experiences 
in order to give them the skills, knowledge and independence to cope with everyday life 
and prepare them for adulthood. 
 
 

AIMS of our Maths Curriculum 
 

• To raise levels of achievement, develop their self-confidence and raise self-esteem in 
Mathematics. 
 

• To promote enjoyment of learning and foster a positive attitude to mathematics through 
practical activity, exploration and discussion. 
 
• To create a stimulating environment, this will value individual efforts and bring pupils 
success at their own level. 
 
• To provide practical apparatus for pupils to confidently select and use, which will help 
them to apply their knowledge and understanding to real life problems in a range of 
contexts. 
 
• To develop confidence and competence with numbers and the number system. 
 
• To encourage pupils to think clearly and logically, developing as mathematical thinkers 
with an understanding of ‘why’ and not just ‘how’ answers are achieved.  
 
• To develop and encourage cross curricular links where appropriate that will help pupils 
appreciate the relevance of mathematics across the curriculum, and in the outside world. 
 
• To develop literacy across the curriculum through language, vocabulary and discussion 
with justification 
 
• To foster the development of good work habits such as being flexible, persistent and 
systematic. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

CONTENT AND ORGANISATION 
 
Rigby Hall School has a range of mixed ability pupils and classes. The table below 
summarises the make-up of the different classes, and the curriculum they follow.  
 

Class Year Group Key Stage Curriculum  

Sapling R/Yr 1 Early Years EYFS 

Sycamore Yr 1-3 KS1 National Curriculum 

Willow Yr 1-4 KS1 National Curriculum 

Beech Yr 1-3 KS1 National Curriculum 

Oak Yr 3-5 KS2 National Curriculum 

Rowan Yr 4-5 KS2 National Curriculum 

Hazel Yr 5-6 KS2 National Curriculum 

Cherry Yr 4-6 KS2 National Curriculum 

Chestnut 1 Complex Needs Yr 2-5 KS1&2 National Curriculum 

Chestnut 2 Complex Needs Yr 6-10 KS3&4 National Curriculum 

3.1 Yr 7 KS3 National Curriculum 

3.2 Yr 8 KS3 National Curriculum 

Maple SLD Yr 8-11 KS3 National Curriculum 

3.3 Yr 9 KS3 National Curriculum 

4.1 Yr 10 KS4 Accredited Course 

4.2 Yr 11 KS4 Accredited Course 

Post 16 Yr 12/13 KS5 Vocational Maths 

 
Generally, pupils perform below National Curriculum (NC) expectations for their age, 
therefore the school delivers a maths curriculum that it is ability appropriate rather than 
age appropriate.   
 
EYFS 
 
In the Foundation stage pupils follow the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) 
Curriculum which incorporates ‘Birth to Three matters’. Teachers endeavour to develop 
children’s mathematical understanding through stories, songs, games and imaginative 
play. The mathematical focus is delivered through a specific topic with a focus on problem 
solving and number constantly simmering. We strongly believe that pupils should not be 
rushed through the reception scheme as this forms a foundation for the remainder of their 
mathematical journey. 
 
KS1 
 
Pupils will grasp a basic understanding of number, shape, position and measure and will 
gradually be introduced to problem solving. Teachers use a variety of practical resources 
to support understanding and encourage pupils to discuss the mathematics that they are 
learning.  
 
KS2 & KS3 
 
Pupils generally start to access the Year 1 National Curriculum. Teacher assessment will 
determine when teachers access the Year 1 National Curriculum for the majority of pupils 
in their class and differentiate to include all ability levels. Children will explore concepts of 
number, shape and space, measure and data handling through a variety of multi-sensory 



 

 

experiences.  Teachers use a variety of practical resources to support understanding and 
encourage pupils to discuss the mathematics that they are learning.  
Using this approach, pupils have the chance to develop a real understanding for new 
concepts and can explore them in a variety of ways. 
 
KS4 
 
At the beginning of KS4 students will start the AQA Entry Level Mathematics qualification. 
This covers Entry Level 1-3 allowing students of all abilities to achieve a qualification at the 
end of Year 11.  
 
These examinations test the pupil’s knowledge of a broad range of early mathematical 
concepts. Depending on the percentage score, pupils will either achieve an Entry Level 1, 
Entry Level 2 or Entry Level 3 certificate. 
 
The Entry Level covers the assessment areas of: 
 

 Properties of number 

 The four operations 

 Ratio 

 Money 

 Calendar and time 

 Measure 

 Geometry 

 Statistics 
  
For more information, click here.   
 
AQA Foundation GCSE 
 
Where appropriate pupils in Year 10 can begin a two year or three year GCSE course, this 
is dependent upon how long they will remain in Post 16. Pupils will complete the AQA 
qualification and appropriate scheme of work. Pupils completing the GCSE course will be 
taught as a separate group.  
 
The Foundation GCSE covers material from grades 1 to 5 in the areas of: 
 

 Numbers operations and integers 

 Fractions, decimals and percentages 

 Indices 

 Approximation and estimation 

 Ratio and proportion 

 Algebra 

 Graphs of equations 

 Basic geometry 

 Congruence and similarity 

 Mensuration 

 Probability 

 Statistics 
 
For more information, click here. 

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/mathematics/elc/mathematics-5930
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/mathematics/gcse/mathematics-8300


 

 

 
Post 16 
 
Learning for pupils in Post 16 is focused on the practical application of maths in everyday 
life. Teaching is guided by functional skills objectives leading to the Edexcel functional 
skills qualifications (Entry level 1,2,3 and Level 1 and 2).  

 

TEACHING AND RESOURCES 
 

As a school we are aware that pupils are all individuals and that they have a variety of 
different ways of accessing their learning and retaining knowledge. We therefore 
endeavour to use a range of approaches in our teaching which we hope will maximise all 
pupil’s ability to learn.  
 
A balance between whole class, group and individual approaches in the teaching of 
mathematics is used throughout the school. When working with the whole class we use an 
interactive approach wherever possible. The pupils develop their mathematical language 
through opportunities to question and explain their activities and in discussion with the 
teacher, support staff and each other. 
 
As a school, we have common high expectations and standards regarding both 
presentation and methodology in order to provide consistency and continuity. 
Pupil’s recordings are encouraged to be; 
- neat and of a high standard 
- presented in a clear and organised way 
- presented in a variety of forms e.g. diagrammatically, graphically, pictorially, as a model 
or in written form. 
 

The Role of the Mathematics Coordinator 

 

The role of the Coordinator is to support the development of effective teaching, promote 
positive attitudes towards maths, inspire colleagues and lead by example in the way that 
they teach in their own classroom. This can include: 

 Providing staff with schemes of work that ensure progression 
 Teachers being familiar with the schemes of work to support their lessons 
 Advising on and delivering in service training to staff where appropriate 
 Advising staff on how to support pupils with varying needs during mathematics 

lessons 
 Advising staff on the assessment of mathematics 
 Completing an annual review and development plan 
 Coordinating resources and the departmental budget 
 Identifying and acting on development needs of staff members 
 Attend meetings/courses and share knowledge and information gained amongst 

other staff.   
 Analyse data and information on pupil progress. 
 Complete book reviews as appropriate and provide feedback to staff 

 
 
 



 

 

ICT 
 
Information and Communication Technology can enhance the teaching of mathematics 
significantly. It has ways of impacting on learning that are not possible with conventional 
methods. Teachers can use software to present information visually, dynamically and 
interactively, so that pupils understand concepts more quickly. A range of software and 
resources are available to support work with the computers. 
 
ICT is used to aid pupils to present work in a preferred and accessible format whenever 
appropriate. The multi-sensory room and interactive whiteboards are widely used, along 
with an array of interactive teaching programmes teachers individually access online, to 
engage a variety of learning styles. Pupils from KS2 upwards are also registered onto 
ConquerMaths. This is an online maths programme which enables teachers to configure it 
to match their own teaching and have the data and tools to effectively give expert help. 
 
Resources 
 
The school strives to invest in equipment when developing the curriculum. Topic specific 
resources (such as weights and scales) are located in a central cupboard. Other class 
based resources are located in individual classrooms. 
 
Homework 
 
The school recognises that difficulties arise when children are expected to complete 
school related tasks at home. Some pupils find any overlap between home life and time at 
school difficult to manage and are often viewed as detached from each other.  
However, some pupils are able to complete tasks at home to reinforce prior learning. 
Homework is tailored to reflect the ability of each child and when appropriate homework is 
set using ConquerMaths. This benefits both student and teacher as it is tailored to prior 
class learning, and is automatically marked providing the teacher with assessment data.  
 
Rewards 
 
Students can receive merits for work completed or effort given within lessons. Two 
‘Mathelete’ awards are also given out on a termly basis. One is awarded to a pupil in lower 
school and the other to a pupil in upper school. These awards are given to a pupil who has 
shown improvement in ability, confidence, attitude or effort within mathematics.  
 

Mathematics across the curriculum 
Opportunities will be used to draw mathematical experiences out of a range of activities in 
other subjects to provide opportunities to apply and use mathematics in real life contexts. 
Mathematics will also contribute to other subjects in practical ways. Teachers identify 
specific opportunities to deliver elements of Mathematics within their subjects. We also 
actively encourage staff to take their maths learning outside of the classroom. There are 
mathematical markings on the tarmac area, along with access to lots of outdoor space 
which can make maths teaching even more engaging.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

PLANNING 
 

Curriculum 
 
We are currently in the process of reviewing the curriculum within school. As part of this 
work we are looking at what is being taught when, and how it all links together. The Maths 
Curriculum Development Plan will include what the KPIs are, what the key vocabulary is, 
what learning outside of the classroom opportunities there are, what cross curricular links 
are there, and what links to careers are available, for each Key Stage, and for our MLD, 
SLD & complex needs children.  
 
Long term 
 
Topics are taught half-termly or termly, dependant on the Key Stage, and are set by the 
Maths Coordinator. EYFS teachers planning encompasses the relevant topic for that term. 
From Year 1 upwards each term focuses on a different aspect of the National Curriculum 
with number remaining a constant feature throughout the year. 
  
Medium Term 
 
The expectations for each term are provided in the schemes of work. Each topics end of 
year expectations are split into three stages to support the progression of pupils learning. 
 
Short term 
 
Short term planning is the responsibility of the class teacher and can be produced weekly 
informed by prior learning. Planning is specific to the individual teacher, but must include 
the teachers, teaching assistants and pupil’s roles and activities, groupings and 
differentiation.  
 

ASSESSMENT AND REPORTING 
 

Daily assessment 
 
In daily maths lessons pupil’s classwork is assessed frequently through a range of 
strategies including;  
- regular marking 
- analysing pupil’s errors 
- questioning 
- discussion 
- use of plenaries 
- learning conversations 
- verbal discussions 
 
This information informs subsequent planning and next steps in teaching and learning.   
The maths teacher or T.A. records whether work is completed with support or 
independently, where necessary and in line with school marking policy. 
 

 
 
 
 



 

 

Termly assessment 
 
Each half term evidence from units completed for each pupil is reviewed and updates on 
pupils progress is made onto SOLAR. In addition reviews are completed on a pupils IEP 
mathematics target. The maths co-ordinator will then complete an analysis and review of 
the data generated. 
 
Marking 
 
Pupil’s books should be marked on a regular basis in line with the schools marking policy. 
 
Reporting 
 
Each pupil has a mathematics target set termly on their IEP. It is the responsibility of the 
class teacher delivering mathematics to set this target, along with the success criteria and 
strategies. These are reviewed termly and new ones set when appropriate. In addition a 
full report for each pupil is written each year. This is again the responsibility of the class 
teacher delivering mathematics. Each report should be written specific to the pupils 
abilities and should include both their strengths and areas for improvement in the 
forthcoming year. 
Parents also have the opportunity to attend parents evenings on a termly basis to discuss 
the progress of their child in mathematics with the class teacher. 
 

Equal Opportunities 
 
All pupils and students will work at a level appropriate to their own needs and level of 
ability. All pupils will have equal access to mathematics, regardless of gender, cultural 
origin or ability. 
 
Number Day 
 
In February each year the NSPCC hold a national number day. As of 2020 we will 
participate in this event by having a day dedicated to maths whilst fundraising for the 
NSPCC. The pupils participate in a carousel of different and varied activities. For more 
information please follow this link - https://www.nspcc.org.uk/what-you-can-do/charity-
runs-cycles-and-challenges/social-and-special-events/number-day/ 
 
Review 
 
This policy was reviewed and updated in November 2021, and will be reviewed yearly.  

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/what-you-can-do/charity-runs-cycles-and-challenges/social-and-special-events/number-day/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/what-you-can-do/charity-runs-cycles-and-challenges/social-and-special-events/number-day/

