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Diary Dates 

 
December 2011 
 
16th  End of Term 
 
January 2012 
 
4th  Start of Spring Term 
 
February 2012 
 
10th  Teacher Training Day 
  School closed to pupils 
 
13th-17th Half Term 

Dear Parents and Carers 
 
It has been great to see so many of 
you over the last half term! We were 
particularly pleased that a number of 
you were able to attend the Open 
Day and we have had very positive 
feedback from you to say how much 
you enjoyed the opportunity to come 
into school and spend time in the 
classrooms.  
 
The staff and students also get a 
great deal from being able to show 
you the work we are doing so we are 
pleased you could attend. The next 
Open Day is on Friday 16

th
 March 

2012 and we look forward to as 
many of you as possible joining us 
then. 
 
Staff and students had a Creative 
Arts Day in November during which 
much of the work for our Christmas 
Performance evolved. I am delighted 
that so many students from across 
the school have taken part in the  
Performance and that they are  
seeing it as an opportunity to show 
us how talented they are! 
 
Can I take this opportunity, on behalf 
of the staff and students, of wishing 
you a very Merry Christmas and a 
Happy New Year. 
 
Cynthia Pitts 

 

Odeon Cinema - Worcester 

 

The Odeon Cinema in Worcester are  

showing monthly Autism Friendly Viewings.   

This month they will be showing :- 

 

Happy Feet 2 on Sunday 18th December 

 

Details are available on their website 

www.odeon.co.uk   
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This half term we have also been looking at 

number and we have played lots of exciting 

games, including hoopla and skittles!  

During this half term class 1SH have been 

looking at the theme toys and have been  

exploring our own toy shop in the classroom.  

We wrote out shopping lists, used play mon-

ey to buy the toys and used bags to take the 

toys ôhomeõ. 



E-Safety  

 

Staff have recently completed training on e-safety and recommend these sites for 

parents to use at home with their children.  

 

www.thinkuknow.co.uk 

www.kidsmart.org.uk 

 

We are committed to ensuring that pupils are educated on the benefits and issues 

surrounding internet and mobile technology use. If you have any queries in this ar-

ea, please feel free to contact us through the school office.    

Carol Singing 

 

Free Festive Event for the Oakalls & Parklands  

Community 

 

Sunday 18th December - The Green by Trianon Road 

 

5pm Primrose Hospice Choir followed by  

Mulled Cider & Mince Pies, Soft drinks available for children 

 

5.45pm Live appearance by Santa 

 

Friends of Rigby Hall School 

 

Friends of Rigby Hall would like to wish everyone a Happy Christmas  

and New Year. 

 

Thank you for your support in 2011 and we hope to see you all at our events in 

2012, the first to be a Karaoke/Disco at Bromsgrove Rugby Club on  

Friday 3rd February 2012. 

 

Congratulations to everyone who has won prizes in the Christmas Raffle and 

thank you to everyone who bought tickets. 

http://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/
http://www.kidsmart.org.uk/


 

P.E. 

 

This half term the primary classes have been creating a dance based on the magic  

toyshop, which they performed at the Christmas Performance. 

 

Key Stage 3 have been working on invasion and striking and fielding games and there 

have been some very competitive games being played.  At Key Stage 4 we have been 

focusing on Badminton, with pupils learning the different shots, rules and  

tactics. 

 

Our GCSE P.E. group have been learning all about skill related fitness and applying  

this to their own sports.  Practically they have been learning Volleyball.   

Post 16 have been working on their BTEC in Sport, playing Volleyball and learning the 

shots, rules and tactics.  They have been recording their work in practical diaries using  

photographic evidence and an ICT programme called Write on Line. 

 

We have been working closely with the Sports Development team to create short break  

opportunities for our pupils. We have been allocated some funding for Tae  

Kwondo taster sessions and a club and 12 weeks of trampolining.  

You may have noticed the Tae Kwondo and Boccia instructors at  

parents evenings.  The response from the pupils who tried the sports out was  

really positive. There will be more information about these clubs in the near future. 

 

The School Games Association has been busy organising the annual Festivals of Inclusive Sport 

for our pupils, these will take place in the New Year. We are confident that many of our pupils 

will be identified for their talent in sport at these Festivals. 

 

School Learning Council 

 

This half term pupils applied to be on the School Learning Council.  This is a working 

party of pupils and Mrs Hayward. The aim is to enable the pupils to have a voice 

about the teaching and learning that happens at Rigby Hall School.   

 

The successful applicants this half term are Louisa Turnbull, Alison Jansens, Nick 

Morton, Katrina Rhodes, Chris Duckworth, Rhys Hughes, Issiah Dyke and Nathan 

Pettican. They have been discussing the value of homework, whether they do it and 

what they feel it is for. There were some very interesting insights. They are now  

researching what their class thinks about homework and this will be used alongside 

the parents responses about homework. 

 



 

Children in Need  

Thank you to everyone who contributed to raising around £120 for Children in 

Need on our Spotty non -uniform day. There was a fantastic atmosphere in school, 

some creative outfits and also the opportunity to learn about why we were raising 

the money. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christingle Service  

Many thanks to everyone who participated in our annual Christingle Service at  

St Godwald's Church, which helped to get everyone in the festive spirit.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hair and Beauty  

During the Autumn term the students have been learning to perform a simple  

facial treatment. They have worked  hard to improve their skills including spending 

time working with Keely the beautician at Alexandra Richmond in Aston Fields. We 

will soon be on the lookout for clients to test out our skills, so watch this space!  

 

 
 

 

 



 

 

KS4 Horticulture 
 

Following an excellent season in the vegetable gardens, the Horticulturists have  

produced marvellous crops of parsnips and peas. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Oh Christmas Tree 
 

On Tuesday 6th December students from Post 16 went on a mission to choose a  

Christmas Tree for the School.  Armed with the knowledge gained from research 

into “How to pick the perfect Christmas Tree” we set off to Singletons Nursery,  

Lydiate Ash, Bromsgrove and using their skills a tree was selected and promptly  

delivered to School.   

 

This splendid tree which has been beautifully decorated by the primary pupils, can 

now be seen by all in the School Hall. 

 

Many thanks to Mr John Singleton and Ruth who took time out of their busy  

schedules to not only help us to select the tree and provide delivery, but also to 

show us around the Nursery and to see various pets. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         

     

 

 No we are not reindeer!          Our experts selecting a tree      Not Christmas Lunch!             



 

 

Design & Technology  

 

Alison Janssens and Callum Wills proudly showed the school their plastic 

products in assembly.  Alisonõs nail varnish holder and Callumõs DVD rack 

were made as part of their AQA Design & Technology exam course. 

They had to make a wooden mould before shaping their products using a  

vacuum former.  

 

Alison was so proud of her product she said that she thought her Moth-

er would think it was bought from a shop!  

 

 

 
Callum using the vacuum former.  

 

 

 
Alisonõs nail varnish holder. 



SUPPORTING YOUR CHILD TO READ AT HOME 

 

There are some exciting times ahead of us at Rigby Hall with the introduction of a brand new reading 

scheme. We hope you will support us with helping your child in their journey towards becoming  

confident and independent readers! 

 

We all know the importance of reading as a lifeskill and parents often ask what they can do at home to 

help. There are some very simple ways you can help at home, so that reading is an exciting activity for 

your child. 

 

Seven top tips for helping your child to read at home 

 

1. Talk to your child 

 Making sounds and listening to sounds are fundamental building blocks for reading. Try making  

 silly noises and repeating them back to each other. 

 

2. Make reading fun! 

 Your child is more likely to engage in reading activities that are fun.  Magnetic letters on fridges or  

 white appliances are a great way of building words. 

 

3. Read a little everyday 

 Set aside some quality time just for you and your child to read. You might read them their favourite 

 story or a comic. You might hear them read a story of their choice. 

 

4. Set an example 

 We want your children to become independent readers. We can all help our children by setting a  

 good example. Show some excitement when you read or when they read. Model how to break up  

 tricky words. 

 

5. Talk about books 

 Help your child to become interested in books by talking about books. Even if you don't visit a book  

 shop, most shops like Morrisons sell reading material which you can both look at even if you don't  

 buy it! 

 

6. Listen to your child read 

 Listening to your child read gives them a chance to practise but please remember your reaction is 

 important. Be positive and enthusiastic.  Show them you are enjoying them reading to you. Try not 

 to interrupt them when they are reading. 

 

7. Show your child you value their efforts 

 Please be patient and give lots of praise to your child. Try not to say, “No” Instead rephrase what 

 you are saying to turn it into something positive. 

 

Useful web sites you might like to use: 

 

http://www.starfall.com/n/level-a/learn-to-read/play.htm?f 

Although this is an American web site, it helps you to progressively support your child from exactly the 

level they are at. This is all interactive and the resources is free! 

 

http://www.wordsforlife.org.uk/ 

As part of the National Literacy Trust's web site, this new website Words for Life gives you an idea of 

what communication milestones your child might reach as they grow. There are ideas and activities for 

things you can do and ways in which you can get involved to help them. 

 

Have fun!   Mrs Henderson 

http://www.starfall.com/n/level-a/learn-to-read/play.htm?f
http://www.wordsforlife.org.uk/

